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This platform, which brings together CAS individual-fellowship programs, grants possibilities for conducting 
independent social-science and humanities research in an international, multidisciplinary environment, without 
restrictions in the selected areas of study - an approach intended to stimulate excellent scholarship at the highest 
international level. It chimes with CAS institutional philosophy which upholds that the freedom of research and 
the responsibility of the researcher are crucial for creating important new knowledge. It encourages research 
that aims not only to cross, but to question disciplinary boundaries, national scholarly traditions and intellectual 
fashions, thus stimulating creativity. Fellows have the opportunity to focus on their individual projects for the 
duration of the fellowship in the multidisciplinary international milieu of the Centre and partake in exchange 
of ideas across national, disciplinary and cultural borders. The Fellows participate in the intellectual life and the 
scholarly community of CAS and pro� t from the Centre's wide international networks, seminar- and guest-lecturer 
programs. Calls for applications under the above programs are announced each year in November on the CAS 
web-page. Selection is carried out by the CAS Academic Advisory Council - a jury comprising internationally 
renowned scholars from di� erent academic � elds.

The platform includes the following fellowship 
programs:

Independent Fellowship program for Bulgarian 
Junior Scholars and Bulgarian Academic Diaspora 
(since 2019) is � nanced by the Bulgarian Ministry of 
Education and Science and provides support for young 
Bulgarian scientists and researchers from the Bulgarian 
diaspora. It envisages: a) 5 nine-month scholarships 
per year for young Bulgarian scholars (including one 
month in a foreign institution); b) 2  three-month 
scholarships per year for representatives of the Bulgar-
ian academic diaspora working in foreign academic 
institutions.

Pforzheimer Fellowship Program (2019–2022), sup-
ported by a donation of the American philanthropist 
and bibliophile Carl H. Pforzheimer III, provides for 
three 5-month scholarships per year to outstanding 
Bulgarian researchers and university professors.

Independent Fellowships for International Schol-
ars (2011 – 2020) are granted to outstanding non-
Bulgarian scholars (senior and junior) to pursue their 
individual research projects in residence in So� a. The 
program is supported by the Porticus Foundation.

Gerda-Henkel Fellowships (2016 – 2020) are aimed 
at scholars in the � elds of the humanities and social 
sciences from the countries of the former Soviet Union 
and Turkey.

Landis and Gyr Artistic Fellowships (2017 – 2020): 
this program is aimed at stimulating and promoting 
the creative work of artists from various � elds – writers, 
musicians, painters, sculptors, actors, � lm directors, 
architects, etc. by integrating them in a community 
of human and social scholars and spurring interaction 
between theoretical research and the arts. The fellow-
ship program has been comported of the Landis & Gyr 
Foundation (Switzerland).

ADVANCED 
ACADEMIA 
PLATFORM
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Independent Fellowship Program 
for Bulgarian Junior Scholars 

and Bulgarian Academic Diaspora, 
2019 – 2024

In 2019 the Centre for Advanced Study So� a launched 
a new fellowship program for young (post-doc 
and early career) Bulgarian scholars and Bulgarian 
academic diaspora. The program is pursuant to the 
Memorandum of Understanding which was signed 
on 8 November 2018 between the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of the Republic of Bulgaria and the 
Swiss State Secretariat for Education, Research and 
Innovation. It aims to promote and strengthen interna-
tional, inter-sectoral and interdisciplinary exchange of 
people and ideas in academia on the basis of scienti� c 

excellence, mutual bene� t and complementary sup-
port. In agreement with the Memorandum the host 
of the program, the Centre for Advanced Study So� a 
announces two calls for:

¡ Five 9-month fellowships for young Bulgarian 
scholars a�  liated at local universities and insti-
tutes, and

¡ Two 3-month  fellowships for Bulgarian researchers 
abroad.

PREVEX project 
(Preventing Violent Extremism 
in the Balkans and the MENA: 
Strengthening Resilience 
in Enabling Environments), 
2020 – 2023

he overarching objective of PREVEX is to put forward 
more � ne-tuned and e� ective approaches to prevent-
ing violent extremism. Focusing on the broader MENA 
(Middle East and North Africa) region and the Balkans, 
context-sensitive, in-depth case studies of the occur-
rence and non-occurrence of violent extremism will 
be carried out and then brought together in a regional 
comparison. In doing so, PREVEX will seek to improve 
the understanding of how di� erent drivers of violent 
extremism operate. Particular emphasis will be placed 
on how to strengthen resilience through investigating 
the non-occurrence of violent extremism in ‘enabling 
environments'. The project consists of a carefully as-
sembled team of area and subject experts, represent-
ing both EU member states and the regions analyzed. 
The project will be implemented under the Horizon 
2020 EU grant scheme. The Norwegian Institute of 

International A� airs will be the project coordinator, 
while CAS is involved as a partner institution.

The other project participants are the following institu-
tions: Kobenhavns Universitet (Denmark), Universitaet 
Leipzig (Germany), Scuola Superiore di Studi Universi-
tari e di Perfezionamento Sant'anna (Italy), Fondation 
Nationale des Sciences Politiques (France), Centre for 
European Policy Studies (Belgium), European Univer-
sity Institute (Italy), Beogradski Centar za Bezbednosnu 
Politiku Udruzenje (Serbia), Atlantska Inicijativa (Bosna 
and Hercegovina), Group for Legal and Political Stud-
ies (Kosovo), Institute for Democracy and Mediation 
(Albania), Universite Al Akhawayn d'Ifrane (Morocco), 
Alliance pour Refonder la Gouvernance en Afrique 
(Senegal), Middle East Research Institute (Iraq).
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CAS NEW PROGRAMS AND FELLOWSHIPS

Lost in Transition: 
Social Sciences, Scenarios of Transformation, 

and Cognitive Dissonances 
in East Central Europe after 1989

A research program funded by the Porticus Foundation, 2019 – 2022

 

The project seeks to place the current anti-liberal and 
anti-democratic backlash in Eastern Europe, arguably 
manifesting the all-European socio-political and ideo-
logical crisis in its most acute form, into a comparative 
historical perspective. It raises fundamental questions 
concerning the intellectual contribution and responsi-
bility of those local and international actors (scholars, 
experts, think-tanks, NGOs, public intellectuals, etc.) 
who devised roadmaps for the transition to liberal 
democracy and market economy, and the interplay 
of these roadmaps and the realities “on the ground”. 
Drawing on the rather divergent experiences of three 
Central European (Czech Republic, Hungary, and 
Poland) and three Southeast European (Bulgaria, Ro-
mania, and Serbia) countries, it aims at unravelling the 
various scenarios of post-socialist transition projected 
by local and external social scientists and experts and 
how these scenarios themselves became actors in the 
very process of transformation.

Historicizing this period necessarily entails a re� ection 
on the “pre-history” of the transition, focusing on the 
di� erent projections of regime change elaborated 
and debated by the dissident and technocratic expert 
circles during the 1980s, and tracing the way the very 
narrative of transition became a key component of 
the political struggles. Thus, the project entails not 
only the analysis of policies and societal reactions but 
also that of the immense corpus of knowledge which 
shaped these policies, starting with the very model of 
transition which was transferred from the academic 
sphere to the political one. Obviously, an engagement 
with di� erent social-scienti� c knowledge-regimes and 
methodological speci� cities requires the cooperation 
of di� erent disciplines.

The historical reconstruction of  “what went wrong” is 
meant to contribute to the rethinking of the modalities 

of interaction of academia and politics in a moment 
of deep moral, institutional and epistemological crisis. 
In order to understand the current situation and draw 
some lesson for the future, we need to re� ect criti-
cally on the contribution of academic knowledge to 
facing societal challenges. The analysis of paradigms 
of transitology o� ers ample food for thought. Hence, 
the participants in the project will critically reconsider 
the various scripts of post-socialist social, economic 
and cultural transformation as formulated by scholarly 
and expert communities, focusing especially on cog-
nitive dissonances among the di� erent actors, which 
shaped the process of transition and led to increasing 
gaps between spaces of experience and horizons of 
expectation.

The project will be implemented between 1 November 
2019 and 31 October 2022, and envisages the follow-
ing activities: regular workshops, individual and team 
research work, international conferences, preparing 
research results for publication, other forms of dis-
semination reaching broader public and higher edu-
cation institutions (web-based and media platforms), 
curriculum development on contemporary history of 
the region.

The direct bene� ciary group is a cohort of young social 
scientists from six countries in East Central Europe, who 
will be brought together to develop, under the supervi-
sion of a group of established scholars, the analytical 
instruments to interrogate critically the capacities of 
their disciplines to meet the challenges of our future. 
The indirect bene� ciaries are a number of interest 
groups – academics, public intellectuals, NGOs, partici-
pants in public debates and politicians – who possess 
the authority and resources to bring their knowledge 
to bear on societal decision-making and raise public 
awareness on major critical issues of our time.

A research program funded by the Porticus Foundation, 2019 – 2022

The project seeks to place the current anti-liberal and 
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The Construction of Knowledge 
in Archaeology and Art History 

in Southeastern Europe, 2019 – 2022
 

A research program hosted by the Centre for Advanced Study, So� a (Bulgaria), 
and funded by the Getty Foundation as part of the Connecting Art Histories Initiative

Aims

With this Program, we plan to investigate how archaeology creates 
knowledge in Southeastern Europe (Albania, Bosnia and Herze-
govina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Cyprus, Kosovo, Montenegro. 
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and the Turkish 
province of East Thrace), taking into account the particularities of 
the local research traditions and their connections with research 
traditions of other disciplines, especially art history. We hope to 
better understand why the culture-historical way of thinking 
about the past remains dominant in our region and encourage 
diversity and pluralism, generated by examining the ideas in which 
our research practices are grounded, their history, what keeps 
them in place. We also seek to examine how we determine what 
is a useful novelty – an examination that has better chances of 
success if conducted by constantly comparing what we do with 
what is done in other traditions of archaeological research.

Culture-historical archaeology is shaped by the belief that his-
torical time is de� ned by “archaeological cultures”, standing for 
distinct ethnic entities deployed in agreement with the nationalist 
imagination. Originating in the late 19th century, the culture-
historical model was in� uenced by nationalist agendas, which saw 
modern nations as continuations and developments of ancient 
cultural wholes and ethnically coherent populations. Archaeol-
ogy became of paramount importance for documenting such 
continuities. This was partly because of the scantiness of written 
sources, but mostly because the tactility of the archaeological 
record and its impact on public imagination was found to be 
more convincing than the written record. For the nation-states in 
Southeastern Europe, notably Greece and Cyprus, Turkey, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Albania, and Serbia, national identity is conceived as a 
primordial ontology, its historical validity being documented – in-
deed proven – through the materiality provided by archaeological 
remains. In this kind of archaeology, “culture” – used for multitudes 
of prehistoric phenomena, starting with the Paleolithic, as well as 
for the Ancient Greeks and Romans, for medieval peoples and for 
modern phenomena, in which the national (qualifying the culture 
of “majorities”) appears opposed to the ethnic (qualifying the 
culture of “minorities”) – is conceived as an integral, diachronic 
and continuous phenomenon, a biologically de� ned entity linking 
the nation’s primeval (and suitably glori� ed) past with its present.

The persistence of culture-historical representations has impor-
tant consequences for the conceptualization of cultural heritage, 
especially regarding its archaeological component, which is made 
of artefacts displayed in hundreds of museums and archaeological 

sites, some of them well known and popular with tourists, which 
are used for constructing public knowledge of the past in which 
the authorized heritage discourse, perpetuated by state institu-
tions, tends to be reproduced by archaeologists.

Structure

The Program is structured through a series of Conferences and 
Spring Schools taking place in three di� erent capital cities in the 
region (So� a, Bucharest, and Athens) over three years. The overall 
structure has been envisaged as an opportunity for new synergies 
between scholars working across the region; given the current 
state of the discipline in the region (an overbearing “Western” 
bias associated with the neglect of intra-regional collaboration), 
it is not uncommon for archaeologists and art historians working 
across a national border from one another to never have inter-
acted in the framework of common academic research project. The 
two Conferences and the three Spring Schools proposed by our 
Program are designed as a way of deploying new academic net-
works – cross-national and cross-generational – across the region:

Opening conference: Looking at Things in Southeastern Europe: 
Regional Archaeology in Search of Viable Futures, April 2020 
(So� a)

1st Spring School: The Impact of the Political on Archaeological 
Research, April 2020 (So� a)

2nd Spring School: Local Interdisciplinary Practices, April 2021 
(Bucharest)

3rd Spring School: Archaeological Heritage Preservation and 
Cultural Heritage Discourses, April 2022 (Athens)

Closing conference: The Local and the Global in the Construction 
of Knowledge in Archaeology and Art History: A Southeast 
European Coda, October 2022 (So� a)

Each Spring School (� ve to six days long) will consist of a seg-
ment of lectures by senior scholars, a one-day workshop on each 
School’s particular theme, a colloquium prepared by the junior 
participants, and one or two days of site visits. Junior participants 
to each School will be selected through open calls. The Program 
is coordinated by the Centre for Advanced Study (CAS), in col-
laboration with Dr. Gheorghe Alexandru Niculescu (Vasile Pârvan 
Institute of Archaeology, Bucharest) and Prof. Dimitris Plantzos 
(Department of History and Archaeology, National and Kapodis-
trian University of Athens) who act as the Program’s co-directors. 
It is funded by the Getty Foundation, as part of the Connecting 
Art Histories Initiative.

A research program hosted by the Centre for Advanced Study, So� a (Bulgaria), 
and funded by the Getty Foundation as part of the Connecting Art Histories Initiative
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Bulgarian Module 

 
Alexey Pamporov (Bulgaria)

MA in Culture Studies (2000, So� a University); PhD in Sociology (2005, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) 

A�  liation: Associate Professor in Institute of Philosophy and  Sociology at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (since 2014)

Field of Study: Applied Sociology, Sociology of the Family; Data gathering methods  

Project Title: 
Socio-Legal Study of Asylum Refusals in Bulgaria

In the period 2002 – 2017 there were about 
329 asylum requests of which only one was 
granted in 2013 but it was taken away in 2015. 
Therefore, despite the increase of the interna-
tional migration towards Bulgaria, there is no 
an increase of the persons with Asylum statute 
or, in other words, there is not a single foreign 
citizen who was able to obtain an Asylum 
statute in Bulgaria, since the Law in 2002 was 
introduced and Asylum committee was es-
tablished. In 2014, the Amnesty international 
issued a statement, which said: “Bulgaria is still 
widely ‘missing the mark’ when it comes to its 
treatment of refugees and asylum seekers”. It 

became absolutely obvious that something is 
wrong in the application of the international 
protection regulations in Bulgaria, when a group 
of Fethullah Gülen followers announced public 
request for protection in 2016 but in the mean-
time there were extradited to Turkеy within 24 
hours, which for sure put their lives in danger, 
since their religious view is considered a criminal 
or terrorist act there.

The study aims at probing for various possible 
the possible reasons, which may impact the � nal 
decisions as follows: 
¡ legal reasons - lack of legal basis (with two 

sub-hypotheses: in line with the international 
legislation or due to discrepancies); 

¡ bureaucratic reasons - incorrectly completed 
application by the asylum seeker or its attor-
ney or lack of a formal request, as expected 
by the law since 2002

¡ prejudices towards certain migrant popula-
tions – Muslims, Arabs, persons of African 
descent and thus considering them as a 
“danger “and “unwanted”;

¡ lack of expert knowledge about the current 
situation in the region – for example, not 
aware about the prosecutions of Hizmet fol-
lowers and Alevi members in Turkey; refugee 

CAS ADVANCED ACADEMIA 
FELLOWSHIP Program:
Individual Fellowships 2019 – 2020
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ADVANCED ACADEMIA PROGRAM: FELLOWS 2019 – 2020

in-camp con� icts between Palestinians and 
Syrians;

¡ state security reasons - criminal or terrorist 
profile of the applicants (reported to the 
Asylum committee by The State Agency for 
National Security or by the Border police).

The main goal of the study is to � nd out what 
needs to be done, where is the systematic 
problem with the asylum status in Bulgaria, 
and later on, to make a recommendations for 
further development of the normative codi� ca-
tion and elaboration of the legal procedure to 
the relevant stakeholders and decision makers  

The study uses a mixed methods approach, 
including: a desk research of the legislation; 
content analysis of the formal requests � les; 
problem-centered expert interviews and partici-
patory action research do to Asylum committee 
membership of the researcher.

Angelina Georgieva (Bulgaria)

MA in Theatre Studies; PhD in Theatre Studies (National Academy for Theatre and Film Arts, So� a)  

A�  liation: Department of Theatre Studies, National Academy for Theatre and Film Arts, So� a

Field of Study: Performing Arts Criticism, Cultural Studies, Theatre and Dance History and Theory

Project Title: 
Dance Modernism between the Two World Wars: the Bulgarian Case

The research project takes as a subject the 
modernist traits in stage dance in Bulgaria 
in the interwar period of 20th century. It fo-
cuses on the independent works of two female 
choreographers-dancers – Lidiya Valkova and 
Maria Dimova, who were considered as major 
exponents of dance modenrnism in national 
context. Both of them gained their education in 
Germany, under the pioneers of German mod-
ern dance Rudolf Laban and Mary Wigman, and  
were active both in Germany and Bulgaria. The 
main objective of the research is to locate and 
evaluate their work within the genre of modern 

dance and within their historical cultural context 
in local and transnational perspective. 

The reserch follows  at least three main lines:
¡ Empirical research: locating and scrutinizing 

documents and relevant source material in 
archives in Germany and Bulgaria in search of 
still missing information about Valkova’s and 
Dimova’s activities and contexts they worked in. 

¡ Analysis of their performance aesthetics, 
pedagogical activity and critical reception.  

¡ Discourse analysis of their dance practice and 
writings in relation to notions and concepts 

of Bulgarian critical artistic modernism and 
its historical context. Of specific interest 
are issues such as autonomy of dance as an 
art form and the notion of its “essence”; the 
relationship between tradition and moder-
nity; body imagery in dance and its political 
implications in relation to national identity 
building.  

The main goal of the research is to � ll in the 
gap of knowledge about dance modernism in 
Bulgaria and its relation to European modern 
dance developments and ideas. 
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Elissaveta Moussakova (Bulgaria)

BA in Art History; MA in Art History (Academy of Arts, So� a); PhD in Art History (Institute of Art Studies, 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)  

A�  liation: Fine Arts Department,  Institute of Art Studies

Field of Study: Illumination of Bulgarian  Medieval and Byzantine Manuscripts, Cyrillic Palaeography and Codicology 

Project Title:
Scripts and Illuminated Letters: Shaping Visuality in Bulgarian Manuscripts 
(13th and 14th Centuries)

 The project proposes an art historical approach 
to Bulgarian mediaeval culture of writing. 
Instead of relying on traditional stylistic clas-
sifications of ornaments in investigation of 
manuscript illumination, it turns to the interac-
tivity of those graphical components, which in 
palaeography are called distinctive scripts. The 
symbiotic unity of calligraphy and decorated let-
ters functions as a powerful visual intermediary 
between texts and readers. One way to reach 
deeper into this concept of illumination is to see 
the aniconic ornamental repertoire utilised by 
Bulgarian scribes as an element of visual culture. 
The period of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom is 

very suitable for the purpose with its rich socio-
cultural changes and literary activities. In a � nal 
version, the research objects to study in this new 
perspective had to be limited to the manuscripts 
collection in the Zographou monastery, whose 
art historical content is mostly unexplored. 

The project is based on the premise that anico-
nicity, meaning the rarity of � gural representa-
tions in Bulgarian manuscript illumination, is not 
a result of historical loss of precious illustrated 
books but is inherent in the concept of com-
municating the word. 

It is the ‘iconicity of letter’, provoking intellectual, 
visual, aesthetical, and emotional responds, 
which will be investigated in its specificity 
as part of the thirteenth-fourteenth-century 
Bulgarian visual culture. 

Further results will be broadening and also 
drawing together the research � elds of Cyrillic 
paleography and art history as well as test-
ing the approach on a MA course Manuscript 
Illumination and Visual culture in Medieval 
Bulgaria, taught in So� a University. 

Evguenia Davidova (Bulgaria/USA)

MA in History (So� a University); PhD in History (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)  

A�  liation: Department of International and Global Studies, Portland State University, USA

Field of Study: Late Ottoman and Post-Ottoman Balkans: trade, travel, nationalism, gender, and public health.

Project Title: 
Dutiful Nurses: War, Public Health, and Gender in Southeast Europe (1878 – 1941)

This research project, with a working title, 
Dutiful Nurses: War, Public Health, and Gender 
in Southeast Europe (1900 – 1941), focuses on 
the development of public health structures 
in the post-Ottoman realm. It compares the 
establishment of such systems in Bulgaria and 
Yugoslavia, and more speci� cally the gradual 
professionalization of nursing. Deep social 
transformations, including both state and na-
tion building, marked modern Balkan history. 
Within the context of such profound changes, 
nursing provides a useful lens through which 
to explore in gendered terms the evolving 

relationship between public health, state-
building process, war, and civic associations. In 
both cases, condensed state-led modernization 
borrowed wholesale from European, Russian, 
and American public health and sanitary 
practices. I focus on the attendant processes 
of social strati� cation, labour diversi� cation, 
and the construction of gendered national 
healthcare systems. 

I suggest that wars and militarization of the 
modern post-Ottoman states were the trig-
gering factors of opening new labour and civic 

opportunities to women of all classes. It was 
in the interwar period, though, when inter-
national philanthropic organizations, such as 
the American Red Cross and the Rockefeller 
Foundation became more involved in Eastern 
Europe and contributed substantially to the (re)
organization of healthcare services. Thus, nurs-
ing serves as a window to explore larger issues 
of building nation states, expanding militariza-
tion, establishing capitalist economic order, and 
increasing social and political divisions.

10
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Hristo Dimitrov Hristozov (Bulgaria)

BA in Hstory, MA in Balkan History; PhD in Early Modern and Modern History (So� a University)  

A�  liation: Department of History of Byzantium and the Balkans, So� a University

Field of Study: Ottoman Social and Economic History, Environmental History

Project Title: 
Ecology of Religious Shift in the Ottoman Mountains: Long-Term Environmental 
Changes, Social Transformations and Conversion to Islam in the Nevrokop District, 
15th – 18th c.

My project challenges the historiographic 
concept of mass conversion to Islam in the 
Nevrоkop (modern Gotse Delchev, Bulgaria) 
region by providing an alternative explanation 
on the question of how the Rhodope Mountains 
became dominated by local Muslim population 
in the course of 15th to the 18th c. For decades 
Islamic religious proselytism in the Ottoman 
Balkan Mountains was considered as a phe-
nomenon isolated from the speci� c social and 
economic development of the highlands. In the 
Bulgarian historiography this resulted to the 
emergence of two opposite theses that were 
trying to interpret the prede� ned view of mass 
or highly intensive conversion to Islam which 

was the major feature of the mountainous life 
in certain Balkan areas.

The focus of my study is centred on the human-
natural interconnection of overpopulation 
in the Early Modern Mountains and how it 
de� ned the mutual relation of both social and 
environmental changes in the area of Ottoman 
Nevrokop. The dynamics of settlement network 
and the organization of rural economy is going 
to trace the sweeping ecological transforma-
tions during the human conquest of the studied 
highlands. Moreover, the high quality quantita-
tive and qualitative data extracted from the 
Ottoman sources will reveal the whole range of 

demographic adaptations to the harsh moun-
tainous space such as migrations, birth control 
and mortality and how did they in� uence the 
mountainous life. Combining a variety of written 
archival and natural records such as dendro-
chronology and pollen analyses the study will 
try to shed light on di� erent climatic events 
and diseases’ outbreaks as agents of change. I 
believe that only a deep study of human-natural 
co-relation has the potential to provide an 
accurate explanation on the religious shift in 
the Rhodope Mountains, i.e. how the Christian 
Nevrokop area became a Muslim cultural space.
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Ivaylo Nachev (Bulgaria)

MA in History (So� a University); MA in European Studies (University of Amsterdam); PhD in History (So� a University)  

A�  liation: Institute for Balkan Studies and Center of Thracology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Field of Study: Modern History, 19th-20th Century Balkan History, Social History, Urban History

Project Title: 
The Politics of Street Names: Naming and Renaming Public Spaces 
in the Bulgarian Capital City of So� a, 1878 – 2018  

The project examines street names in Bulgarian 
capital city of So� a in a long historical period.  
It evaluates street names and name changes as 
part of symbolic politics seeking to evaluate spe-
ci� c roles played by di� erent decision-makers.    

The project analyses street names as one of 
the elements in complex and dynamic urban 
systems, a symbolically loaded element which 
exceeds the primary function of street names 
as instruments for spatial orientation within the 
city. It examines street names (and names of 
other public spaces) as an o�  cial and in� uential 

channel for transmitting ideas, including visions 
of the past. In addition to the role of national 
and urban elites, the project analyses the role 
of popular attitudes. Arguably, street names not 
only re� ect but also impact memory and iden-
tity, in many cases aimed to legitimize the ruling 
political order, altogether complex phenomena 
that have not been thoroughly examined in the 
Bulgarian context so far. The project focusses on 
main waves of renaming but it pays attention as 
well to elements of continuation.  

 The project is based on archival research, 

including city-council proceedings that pro-
posed or discussed street names. The research 
covers this long period aiming to reconstruct 
various layers of changing national values and 
to present in a meaningful way the changing 
paradigms in Bulgarian society throughout its 
modern history. The project also aims at produc-
ing comprehensive data set with street names 
and name changes, providing opportunities for 
future research and discussions, stimulating at 
the same time interest among the broader pub-
lic, including through possibilities for modern 
means of visualization.  

Lilia Topouzova (Bulgaria/Canada)

MA in History; PhD in History (University of Toronto, Canada)  

A�  liation:  Institute of Communication, Culture, Information & Technology 
Centre for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies Munk School of Global A� airs & Public Policy
University of Toronto, Canada

Field of Study: History and Narrative Non-Fiction

Project Title:  
The Life-Stories of Bulgarian Gulag Survivors in the Post-Communist Public Space.

Drawing on oral history interviews that I carried 
out between 2006 and 2019 with 40 survivors 
of political violence, I survey how memories of 
trauma long suppressed were articulated in 
Bulgaria’s post-communist public space. I situ-
ate the history and memory of the Bulgarian 
gulag within a broader narrative attempt at 
rethinking socialism’s impact on the present.

In 1989, survivors hesitantly started coming 
forward to publicly bear witness and recount, for 

the very � rst time, their experiences in forced-
labor camps. Their stories became socially rel-
evant and had important political implications 
for Bulgaria’s post-communist transformation. 
By the mid 1990s, however, the political capital 
of communist state repression was depleted 
and the symbolic one bore little value. Barely 
just heard, survivors’ voices were soon swept 
up in the maelstrom of the post-communist 
transition. The broad question that I put forth 
is: what happened in the 30 years since news 

of the Bulgarian gulag � rst struck the Bulgarian 
psyche?
I contend that the absence of a meaningful 
state e� ort to address the historical legacy of 
violence has signi� cantly contributed to the 
marginalization and ouster of survivors’ memo-
ries from Bulgarian public, state, and academic 
discourses. Yet the camps’ legacy continues to 
haunt those few remaining survivors unable to 
forget and unwilling to relegate their experi-
ences to historical oblivion.
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Margaret Dimitrova (Bulgaria)

MA in Bulgarian Language and Literature (So� a University); PhD in Medieval Studies (Central European University, 
Budapest)  

A�  liation: Department of Slavic Philologies, So� a University

Field of Study: 10th-19th-century Slavonic manuscripts, Biblical translations; Medieval Everyday Life of Women; 
Christianity on the Balkans

Project Title: 
Hieromonk Panteleimon, Prohegumenos and Archimandritis of Hilandar Monastery: 
Style and Language Strategies of an Excellent Preacher

In 1809 in Ruse, the Hilandar prohegu-
menos (proabbot) Panteleimon copied by 
hand the Slavonic-Bulgarian History (Istorija 
Slavjanobolgarskaja) by Paisij of Hilandar. Monk 
Panteleimon was not only a copyist. He revised 
and edited the text in his antigraph (Vorlage), 
which belonged to the text family of Priest 
Stojko Vladislavov’s version (surviving in a copy 
of 1781) of Paisij’s Istorija Slavjanobolgarskaja, 
and generated a new version. 

The project focuses on monk Panteleimon’s 
methods of revision of the underlying text and 
of use of metatexts. His literary work and love for 

books will be seen as an aspect of his multi-scale 
activities of a monk devoted to his monastery 
and spiritual children and of an organizer of 
monastery’s endeavors, social and institutional 
contacts, in order to shed light on his mentality 
and strives viewed in the context of the culture 
and spirituality of the monastic Athonite com-
munities and their role in the 19th-century life 
of the Balkans. 

One of monk Panteleimon’s country fellows 
called him an excellent preacher. Thus, the proj-
ect discusses the monk’s rhetorical, stylistic, and 
language skills and techniques of an excellent 

preacher that made his revision of Istorija 
Slavjanobolgarskaja popular amongst the 
Bulgarians. One result of the project is planned 
to be an electronic map of the dissemination of 
Panteleimon’s version and its apographs. 

The ultimate goal of this project is to charac-
terize the theological culture and monastic 
sensitivities of this Hilandar monk through 
an analysis of his modus operandi, that is, his 
strategies of composing a comprehensive, trust-
ful, and in� uential text and through analysis 
of the context in which his modus cogitandi 
was formed.

To disrupt the silence which has subsumed their 
memories, I turn to oral history, employing a 
methodology based on the “life-stories” model, 
extending the interview beyond the narrative 
of atrocity to a more in-depth account of each 

person’s experience. What remains certain for all 
of the interviewees is that repression is a con-
tinued experience, one that outlasts the release 
from a camp. I will integrate the testimonies 
that I collected, together with other personal 

writings and memoirs. This project will result 
in my second scholarly monograph, a history of 
the recorded life-stories and personal archives 
of Bulgarian gulag survivors.
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Martin Belov (Bulgaria)

MA in Law; PhD in Constitutional Law (So� a University, Faculty of Law), Associate Professor in Constitutional Law (So� a 
University, Faculty of Law)

A�  liation: Faculty of Law, So� a University

Field of Study: Law

Project Title: 
Constitutional Semiotics. Theory of Imaginative, Visual and Emotional Discourses 
in Constitutional Law

In this project I am going to propose a new 
approach to constitutionalism and constitu-
tional law. This is the constitutional semiotics 
approach. The aim of constitutional semiotics, 
as de� ned by me, will be to provide a tool for 
analysis of the constitution and constitutional 
law as a system of signs and symbols. In that 
regard, I will de� ne the concept of constitutional 
semiotics comparing it with general semiotics 
and legal semiotics. I will demonstrate how con-
stitutional semiotics relates to other theories for 
constitutional analysis outlining its advantages 
and particular contributions for gaining addi-
tional knowledge of constitutional phenomena 
(especially on the macro level).

The Core assumption of the project is that the 
predominant constitutional theory is overem-
phasizing rational constitutionalism while, in 
fact, constitutional codes, images, symbols and 
emotions play pivotal role for the functioning 
and understanding of constitution, constitu-
tional law and constitutionalism. Constitutional 
law will be deconstructed from the viewpoint 
of emotional, imaginative and visual discourses 
and then reconstructed using semiotic instru-
ments as a ‘game of codes’.

Hence, I am going to explore the ‘underestimat-
ed’ and ‘hidden’ discourses in constitutionalism. 
These are the emotional, visual and imaginative 
constitutional discourses. Thus, constitutional 
semiotics will be exposed as a bridge between 

rational and emotional constitutionalism.

Special attention will be devoted to a theory I 
am proposing. This is the theory of constitution-
al geometry. Constitutional geometry is both 
semiotic and epistemological scienti� c para-
digm. It aims at both explaining and ordering 
the constitutional law. It will be demonstrated 
that constitutional geometry may serve well as 
a meta-theory of constitutional methodology 
borrowing from both constitutional semiotics 
and constitutional epistemology. I aim to de� ne 
the concept of constitutional geometry and to 
create a typology of constitutional geometric 
forms capable of explaining the main shapes 
and forms used for organizing and explaining 
the constitutional order.

Shaban Darakchi (Bulgaria)

MA in Sociology (South-Western University in Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria); PhD in Sociology (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)  

A�  liation: Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Field of Study: Gender, Sexuality, Social Movements, Religion 

Project Title: 
Emergence and Development of LGBTQI Activism in Post-Socialist Bulgaria 

This study explores the emergence and devel-
opment of LGBTQI activism in Bulgaria, making a 
crucial contribution to existing literature on the 
topic of social movements. More speci� cally, it 
contributes to the understanding of the LGBTQI 
activism in a post-socialist context, having in 
mind the a) socialist past in Bulgaria, (b) the 
enlargement of EU in 2007, and (c) global pro-
cesses, the Internet and social media. Focused 

speci� cally on the participants narratives the 
study investigates the (a) di� erent social forces 
which have contributed to the emergence and 
the development of an LGBTQI activist's com-
munity in Bulgaria; (b) the activists' motivation 
for engagement with the LGBTQI movement 
and the deployment of their identifications 
for activism, and (c) the consequences which 
LGBTQI activism has on activists' personal 

life and health. Furthermore, challenging the 
Western concept of LGBTQI activism and iden-
tity politics, another main goal of this project 
will be to investigate to what extent the notion 
of “LGBTQI activism” is relevant in a Bulgarian 
context and what the similarities and di� er-
ences are of the emerging activism to the wider 
Eastern European and global context.
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Simeon Evstatiev (Bulgaria)

MA in Arabic and Islamic Studies; PhD in Middle Eastern History and Islamic Studies (So� a University)  

A�  liation: Department of Arabic and Semitic Studies, So� a University 

Field of Study: Middle Eastern History, Islamic Studies, Islamic Law and Theology, Sala� sm, Islam in the Balkans

Project Title: 
From the Middle East to the Balkans: Sala� sm and the Muslim Quest for Certainty

The project proposes a new approach to 
Salafism as a complex transnational Islamic 
movement that evokes shared normative 
religious texts and paradigmatic historical 
antecedents in speci� c theological, legal and 
political terms by foregrounding the role of 
religious certainty. The research compares 
entangled Muslim groups in the Middle East 
and the Balkans focusing on Sala� sm vis-à-vis 
strict Hana� sm in interrelated contemporary 
and historical contexts included in provinces of 
the former Ottoman Empire. Is there a historical 
continuity between this Salafī type of adherence 
to Islam and the historical experience of certain 
local communities dating back to the Ottoman 
centuries when “Sala� -minded” scholars and 
groups were taking charge of their faith in a 
similar way? What, after all, makes a Muslim 

choose precisely Sala� sm over other, no less 
rigorous religious alternatives such as strict 
Hana� sm? The study tackles such questions by 
combining history and anthropology through 
the following objectives:

¡ Revealing shared Salafī narratives spread in 
specific Balkan contexts by exploring the 
common ideas, practices and sources of 
inspiration, references, historical antecedents 
and entanglements with the Middle East.

¡ Delineating a longue durée of convergent 
revivalist patterns in Muslim thought and 
practice dating back from the sixteenth 

 Ottoman century by amplifying the seven-
teenth-century exemplar of the Qād. īzādeli 
movement (1720s–1780s) often perceived 
as “Sala� -minded”.

¡ Integrating the revealed Salafī patterns vis-
à-vis strict Hana� sm into the large of Islamic 
history, theology and law.

The suggested linking between history and 
anthropology draws on a wide range of evi-
dence, published and unpublished sources in 
Arabic, Ottoman Turkish, and Slavic languages: 
general and local histories, as well as biographi-
cal literature and dictionaries. These sources are 
combined with Sala�  and Hana�  texts some of 
which are published while other part is pre-
served in the form of manuscripts and archival 
documents.
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Stoyan Shivarov (Bulgaria)

BA in Turkology, MA in History; PhD in History (So� a University)  

A�  liation: Independent Scholar

Field of Study: Balkan History

Project Title: 
Lost Pages: (Ottoman) Turkish Language Periodicals in Bulgaria (1878 – 1944). 
Muslim Tradition versus Nationalism

The Ottoman Turkish language periodicals, pub-
lished in Bulgaria in the 1878 – 1944 period, were 
a unique phenomenon within the post Ottoman 
Balkans. Not only for the signi� cant number of 
newspapers and magazines published, but also 
because many among them continued to be 
printed in Arabic script years after 1928, when 
Turkey adopted its variant of the Latin alphabet.

The newly re-established Bulgarian state was in 
reality not a model unitary state, but a multiethnic 
country with signi� cant minority populations. 
Bulgarian authorities recognized this and printed 
the „Bulgarian State Gazette” in both Ottoman 
Turkish and Bulgarian for the � rst two years of 
its run. However, the majority of the (Ottoman) 
Turkish periodicals were private enterprises. It is 
also worth mentioning that not all of their owners 

were of Turkish descent. There were also Bulgarian 
publishers who sought wider readership and 
even Europeans who experimented with such 
publications.

The language of the periodicals evolved over time 
as new and modern words were entering directly 
from Bulgarian, making it especially unique. In the 
1930s a new phenomenon emerged – certain pe-
riodicals started experimenting with Latin script. 
At � rst they were quite cautious in their use and 
the new script articles often coexisted on the 
same page as those in Arabic script.

The main goal of the project is to utilize the 
publications in the those periodicals to recon-
struct the image of the Turkish speaking minority 
population in Bulgaria, which was far from the 

homogeneous entity it is often deemed to have 
been. While earlier special case periodicals will 
be also considered, the temporal focus of the 
research would be the 1923 – 1934 period when 
the internal division within the ummah reached 
its peak. The latter is related to the varied opinions 
about the reforms of Mustafa Kemal (Atatürk) 
and especially the polemics on the introduction 
of the new Latin script (after 1928), which one 
could speculate literally led to an Alphabet war. 
An important subtopic are the o�  cial political 
party newspapers, mainly those of the Bulgarian 
Communist Party and the Bulgarian Agrarian 
National Union. Publications in these will be 
analysed in the context of the internal division 
within the Muslim ummah as well as the distinc-
tion between their Bulgarian and (Ottoman) 
Turkish version. 

Svetoslava Toncheva (Bulgaria)

MA in Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology (So� a University); PhD in Anthropology (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)  

A�  liation: Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

Field of Study: Nature Conservation and Human-Nature Relations, Ecology and Spirituality, Religiosity and New Religious 
Movements

Project Title: 
Living with or versus Nature? - Mitigation of Human-Bear Con� icts 
as a Bridge towards „Politics of Conviviality”

Various con� icts concerning wildlife and large 
predators such as the brown bear are rising both 
globally and in Europe and Bulgaria in particu-
lar. Its conservation is, therefore, a signi� cant 
challenge in landscapes which are as densely 
populated and heavily modi� ed as those found 
in much of Europe.  

Considering the multiple problems that accom-
pany contemporary conservation, the project 
undertakes the calls of leading conservation 
experts for new e� ective and legitimate conser-
vation of large predators that requires humans 

and predators to cohabit the same space. As the 
dualistic approach in conservation has proven 
to further separate humans and nature and 
enhance existing con� icts, cohabitation or con-
viviality is seen as a way of addressing the con-
temporary social and conservation contexts as 
well as the root causes of the con� icts. Convivial 
conservation is namely seen as a model that 
would overcome the prevailing dichotomies 
between nature and culture, natural and social 
scienti� c approaches, etc. and contribute to 
mitigation of con� icts and more successful and 
just co-existence of humans and nature.

The project will explore, in this relation, the 
human-bear con� icts observed in various settle-
ments in the Rodopi Mountains, Bulgaria where 
people and bears coexist, sharing the same liv-
ing space. In the context of the above outlined 
reasons, the case o� ers intriguing opportunity 
to explore the root causes for the con� icts, the 
mutual adaptation of humans and bears to “liv-
ing together” (Boonman-Berson et al., 2016) as 
well as research on better ways to manage the 
con� icts and boost the conservation e� orts of 
the brown bear.
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Alessandro Nannini (Italy)

MA in Philosophy (University of Bologna, Italy); Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology (University of Bologna, Italy); 

PhD in Philosophy (University of Palermo, Italy)  

A�  liation: ICUB Humanities, University of Bucharest

Field of Study: History of Modern Philosophy; Intellectual History; Aesthetics

Project Title: 
Aesthetics as “medicina mentis”? A Reconsideration 
of the Origins of Aesthetics as a Philosophical Science 

The aim of the present project is to investigate 
the birth of aesthetics as a philosophical science, 
founded by German philosopher Alexander 
Gottlieb Baumgarten (1714 – 1762), in the 
light of the modern tradition of the medicine 
of the mind.

One of the most debated challenges in recent 
intellectual history has been to examine the 
strategies through which the “medicina men-
tis” perspective has contributed to shaping 
the rise of the early modern thought. As has 
been pointed out, key in this process was the 
sharpening of the senses and the control over 

imagination, so as to overcome self-delusion 
and devise methods for attaining practical 
wisdom. Although the emendation of sensibil-
ity was the very core of nascent aesthetics, the 
link between the latter and the framework of 
“medicina mentis” has been hitherto ignored.

My aim is therefore to recover this long-
forgotten background, which will enable me 
both to reconsider the genesis of aesthetics as 
a discipline in its own right and to investigate 
afresh the birth of modern psychotherapy. 
The hypothesis I will develop is that aesthet-
ics played a crucial role as a link between the 

earlier tradition of “medicina mentis” and the 
emergence of a cure of the soul from a psycho-
logical point of view. To this aim, the project is 
divided into three parts: � rstly, I will reconstruct 
the debate about the medicine of the mind in 
the early German Enlightenment (especially 
Tschirnhaus and Thomasius); secondly, I will 
investigate the relevance of aesthetics for the 
training of sensibility as well as for the restora-
tion of mental serenity; lastly, I will analyze the 
reception of aesthetics by the physicians Johann 
A. Unzer and Johann Ch. Bolten, among the 
founders of modern psychotherapy.
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Anastasia Felcher (Moldova)

BA in Anthropology (2008, University High Anthropological School in Chişinău);
MA in History of Central and Eastern Europe (2010, Central European University in Budapest); 
PhD in Management and Development of Cultural Heritage (2016, IMT School for Advanced Studies Lucca)  

A�  liation: no permanent a�  liation (Vera and Donald Blinken Open Society Archives in Budapest starting from March 2020)

Field of Study: cultural history, critical heritage studies, new museology, memory studies

Project Title: 
Alexander Pushkin as Foreign Heritage: 
Transformation and Cultural Disintegration in Post-Soviet Societies 

The project seeks to analyze the aftermath of 
the dissolution of the Soviet Union and further 
transformation in the region for the change of 
status of Russian cultural heritage represented 
by an iconic poet in the Russian cultural pan-
theon. A symbolic personality of the highest 
value in the Soviet cultural canon, Alexander 
Pushkin (1799 – 1837) became a contested icon 
for post-Soviet countries. This was particularly 
relevant for the areas in the former Soviet pe-
riphery with the developed Pushkin-related 
infrastructure for tourists and pilgrims. The 
project sets out to compare the transition of 3 
cases of Pushkin-related infrastructure, includ-
ing museums, from being located in the Soviet 
periphery to being located in post-Soviet spaces 
including new national/regional centres. The 
project examines the role of state authorities, 

museum curators, and the museum audience 
in negotiating the challenges of these rapidly 
changing contexts. 

The research will closely look at 3 case studies 
of the cities, for which Pushkin represents con-
tested heritage in the post-Soviet era: Vilnius 
in Lithuania, Chişinău in Moldova, and Odessa 
in Ukraine. All these cities are known for local 
continuous tradition of presence of the poet 
in museum and public space, as well as in the 
scholarship of local origin. Yet, the post-Soviet 
transformation revealed very di� erent treat-
ment of Russian heritage (iconically represented 
by Pushkin). 

The project will contribute to address the 
questions of centre-periphery relationships in 

the post-Soviet context. It will bring a better 
understanding of the functioning of Pushkin 
cult per se, and of the nature of national symbols 
challenged within political and contextual tran-
sition. The project will innovatively contribute 
to our understanding of contemporary perspec-
tive for social functions of literature beyond the 
corpora of creative writing – as a mobilizing 
tool in the search for identity; it will reveal the 
changing role of culture and the sites/objects 
related to it in the post-Soviet transition, and a 
comparative analytical framework that draws on 
bringing together case studies of three ways of 
dealing with Russian cultural heritage in far from 
similar post-Soviet contexts, political aspirations 
and cultural settings. 
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Gavin Murray-Miller (United Kingdom)

MA in History; PhD in History (University of Virginia, USA)  

A�  liation: School of History, Archaeology and Religion, Cardi�  University, UK

Fields of Study: Modern Europe, North Africa, Global History

Project Title: 
Europe, Islam and Trans-Imperial Networks, 1850 – 1924 

This project seeks to examine the development 
of European Islam from the mid-nineteenth 
century through the First World War. It not only 
intends to � ll a gap in the history of Europe’s 
encounter with Islam, but equally to elaborate 
a comparative context for the study of European 
Islam. In doing so, the project seeks to gain 
a more precise understanding of the ways in 
which Muslim enclaves developed in cities 
such as London, Paris and Vienna as well as the 

policies employed by governments to accom-
modate foreigners and the practice of Islam in 
the West. At the center of the study are three 
predominant nineteenth-century empires: 
France, Great Britain and the Habsburg Empire, 
states which pursued distinct models of integra-
tion and religious tolerance between 1850 and 
1924 that continue to have implications for the 
issue of Islam in Europe to this day. Central to 
this investigation is the role the press and civic 

associations played in shaping trans-imperial 
networks that connected metropolitan societies 
to colonial peripheries in places such as North 
Africa, the Near East and Bosnia. As this study 
argues, examining these networks allows us to 
see the entangled histories that have shaped 
discourses of European Islam since the nine-
teenth century as well as provides a historical 
context in which to assess Muslim cultural 
politics in the public sphere.  

Ewa Stańczyk (Poland)

MA in Polish Language and Literature (University of Łódź, Poland); 
PhD in Polish Studies (The University of Manchester, UK)  

 A�  liation: Department of History, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

 Field of Study: Eastern European Studies, Eastern European/Jewish history

 Project Title: 
From Holocaust Survivors to Soldiers:
the Haganah Recruitment in Eastern Europe (1946 – 1949)

The project traces the history of conscripts 
from Eastern and South-Eastern Europe who 
were recruited to � ght for Israel in 1948. More 
specifically, it investigates how Holocaust 
survivors were turned into soldiers: what mo-
tivations guided them and how their wartime 
trajectories a� ected their decision to enlist. The 
project also analyses the input from the various 
local, national and international actors, includ-
ing the Yishuv (Jewish community in pre-state 
Palestine), socialist states, relief agencies and 

others. From Holocaust Survivors to Soldiers will 
o� er a new transnational perspective on the 
people emerging from the war, while analysing 
the intertwining of military mobilization with 
community reconstruction and transnational 
network revival.

Whilst some research has been devoted to the 
Haganah recruitment in speci� c countries after 
World War II, less attention has been paid to the 
inner workings of this transnational operation. 

This study shows how the various interests, e.g. 
the aspirations to establish a Jewish state (jews 
from Palestine), � nancial and ideological moti-
vations (communist states), the desire to rebuild 
one’s life (volunteers), and the often con� icting 
wish to help the uprooted populations and sup-
port the � edgling Jewish state (relief agencies) 
all intersected in the building of what was to 
become Israel’s army.
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Jean-François Laniel (Canada)

MA in Sociology (University of Ottawa, Canada) ; PhD in Sociology (Université du Québec à Montréal, Canada)  

A�  liation: Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, Université Laval, Québec, Canada

Field of Study: Sociology of Religions; Political Sociology; Socio-Historical Sociology; Comparative Sociology

Project Title: 
Religion and Politics in an Age of Pluralism. 
The Comparative Study of Small Nations (1991 – 2018)

This project studies the relationship between 
religious traditions, religio-political policies and 
national identities within three “small nations” 
of di� erent Christian confessions. It compares 
Orthodox Bulgaria, Protestant Finland and 
Catholic Slovakia’s de� nitions of nationality, 
models of secularity and models of ethnic di-
versity, from 1991 to 2018.

To do so, we compile the evolving political and 

legal arrangements between religions and the 
State; identify the positions of the main politi-
cal and religious actors around exemplary and 
contemporary politico-religious events; analyze 
statistically the relationship between religious 
values and political opinions.

In doing so, we contribute to the growing � eld 
of politico-religious comparative studies and to 
the better understanding of understudied small 

nations, whose experience of collective fragility 
may help understand nowadays populist move-
ments and religious nationalisms.

Ultimately, we aim to better understand how dif-
ferent political histories and religious traditions 
impact national identity and create di� erent 
models of secularity and ethnic diversity – and 
what similarities (and di� erences) may be found 
amongst “small nations”.

Irina Gordeeva (Russia)

MA in History and Archives; PhD in Russian Modern History (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, Russia)  

A�  liation: St. Philaret’s Christian Orthodox Institute, Moscow

Field of Study: European and Russian History, Transnational History

Project Title: 
Tolstoyans and International Paci� st Movement in the 1920 – 1930s: 
The Early History of European Transnational Solidarity

The project explores the Russian paci� st move-
ment created at the end of the 19th century by 
Tolstoyans (the disciples of Leo Tolstoy) in the 
broader context of the international paci� st 
movement of the 1920 – 1930s. Tolstoyans' 
movement had a de� nite identity as a radical 
paci� st, Christian socialist and anarchist move-
ment. The ultimate goal of the Tolstoyan paci-
� sts was to establish a universal brotherhood 
of the entire humanity by means of a peaceful 
spiritual revolution.

The aim of my project is to trace the international 

connections of the Russian Tolstoyans in the 
1920 – 1930s and evaluate their intellectual and 
organizational contribution to the transnational 
activity of the European paci� st movement. 
The international collaboration between 
Russian and European paci� sts became more 
active during the First World War and it con-
tinued after the October Revolution until the 
early 1930s. Tolstoyans made a great e� ort to 
create the organizational structures of inter-
national solidarity. In this field the contacts 
with War Resisters International, International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation и some other 

European pacifist and Christian groups was 
of primary importance. The result was not 
only the globalization of resistance to war, but 
also an attempt to create an alternative to the 
Bolshevik revolution in the form of an internation-
al nonviolent religious movement from below.

The research is based on the recently opened 
records from the personal archival fond of 
the leader of the movement V. Chertkov 
(Department of Manuscripts of the Russian State 
Library) and Tolstoyan underground samizdat.
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John Paul Newman (Ireland)

BA in Serbian and Croatian Studies (Nottingham University), PhD in Modern European History (Southampton University) 

A�  liation: Department of History, Maynooth University 

Field of Study: Balkan History 

Project Title: 
Twilight of the Idols? Balkan Paramilitarism from 1923 to 1941: Interactions, 
Experiences, and the Dilemmas of Demobilization

The project analyses Balkan paramilitarism in 
the interwar period until the outbreak of the 
Second World War. This is an ambiguous and 
still imperfectly understood period: on the one-
hand the high-tide of the anti-imperial struggle 
and world war had receded, leading to an ex-
istential crisis on the part of many paramilitary 
veterans at the loss of their occupation; on the 
other hand, outstanding territorial disputes and 
the in� ux of new European ideologies of mass 

mobilization created new opportunities for mo-
bilization. Was this, then, a twilight of the heroes 
of the Balkan revolutionary tradition, or merely 
the dawn of a new era? Through the study of 
so-called ‘ego-documents’: published journals, 
pamphlets, memoirs, and other self-produced 
sources, it will analyse how paramilitary actors 
responded to the new regional and European 
environment in the interwar period, address-
ing the psychological and physical impacts of 

combat, the problem of upholding or contest-
ing regional borders, the generational shift 
(especially acute by 1930s), and responses to the 
new political programs of mass mobilization: 
Wilsonian self-determination, revolutionary 
communism, fascism, and anti-fascism. 
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Nilay KILINÇ (Turkey)

BA in International Relations (Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey); MA in European Studies (Lund University, Sweden); 
PhD in Mobility and Migration Studies (University of Surrey, UK)

A�  liation: Institute for Advanced Study, New Europe College Bucharest, Pontica Magna Fellow

Field of Study: Return Migration, Turkish-European Relations, Highly-Skilled Migration, Diasporas, Identity and Belonging

Project Title: 
Highly-Skilled Turkish Migrants’ Search for Alternative Diaspora Spaces in Europe: 
How They Build (Digital) Social Networks Beyond the ‘Culture of Rejection’

The research explores the highly-skilled Turkish 
migrants’ perceptions of their everyday-life 
experiences in three spheres: a) at their work 
places, b) with the wider social community (‘the 
dominant Other’ in their respective European 
host society) and, c) the wider Turkish dias-
pora community. The project focuses on the 
narratives of individual identity vis-à-vis the 
general group identity (i.e. Turkish diaspora 
in their respective European host society and 
the host society) and how they build/maintain 
alternative social networks (also digital ones) 
based on such perceptions, their social statuses, 

professions and lifestyles. The research focuses 
on the highly-skilled Turkish community in three 
EU states, namely Germany, Sweden and the 
Netherlands wherein the Turkish community 
is one of the largest migrant group. The study 
explores the production of alternative dias-
pora spaces in migrants’ social environments 
(i.e. work spaces) and digital spheres through 
mixed methods (collecting narrative life-story 
interviews via Skype or face-to-face and con-
ducting surveys and, also observing the digital 
platforms and migrants’ input through digital 
ethnography). The premise is, highly-skilled 

migrants experience cultural rejection mainly 
from the Turkish diaspora groups, hence look 
for ways to culturally integrate themselves to 
the wider European society, especially bene� t-
ting from digital platforms. The existing body 
of knowledge invites further inquiry into why 
Turkish highly-skilled individuals move to 
European countries, however lacks studies into 
how their migratory experiences di� er from the 
older generation of Turkish diasporas (e.g. older 
labour diaspora) especially when their work and 
social life experiences are concerned.

Lasisi Adeiza Isiaka (Nigeria)

BA in English Education (Adekunle Ajasin University, Nigeria); MA in Language (University of Lagos, Nigeria); PhD in English 
Linguistics (Chemnitz University of Technology, Germany)  

A�  liation: Department of English Studies, Arts Faculty, Adekunle Ajasin University,  Akungba-Akoko, Nigeria  

Field of Study: Socio-Linguistics

Project Title:   
Language, Ethnicity and Territory: Rethinking Urbanity in Africa

Urban languages are inventive and innately 
sociological. More than in other contexts, 
urbanity in Africa has strong linguistic dimen-
sions, and in distinct ways, corresponds to 
social realities. West African countries typically 
comprise multiple ethnic extractions and hun-
dreds of languages. It is from these raw mixes 
of diversity that the cities continue to draw, and 
on which they grow. The research looks at the 
extent of corresponding multiplicities, or the 
homogeneities that characterize the linguistic 
pulse of these cities, and examines the correla-
tives dynamics of urban languages on ethnic 
cartographies. 

My work interrogates the socio-discursive 
layers of African urban languages and their 
structuring implications for new ethnicities in 
three of West Africa’s most urbanized cities: 
Lagos, Abuja and Accra. I explore their layers 
of creativity – as induced by struggle between 
non-native and indigenous tongues, and their 
ideological motivations. With ethnographic 
data, the work surveys the spatial connections 
between language styles and urban identities; 
and how, against the backdrop of multilingual-
ism, a new notion of ethnicity is emerging in 
Africa’s megacities. 

The study rethinks the ongoing debates on 
language-city relation and provides a better 
understanding of urban language phenom-
enon  in West Africa’s cities by exploring their 
conceptual links to ethnic formation. This would 
feed directly into the pool of Theories from the 
South within the broader spectrum of urban 
language studies. Also, data and � ndings aris-
ing from the project will inspire comparative 
works on cognate sociolinguistic contexts.
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Philip Rance (United Kingdom)

MA (Hons.) in History (Ancient and Mediaeval) with Classics; PhD in Ancient History (University of St Andrews)  

A�  liation: Friedrich-Meinecke-Institut, Freie Universität Berlin, Gastwissenschaftler

Field of Study: History, Classics, Byzantine Studies

Project Title: 
Private Libraries and Book Culture in the Late Byzantine Empire

This research project comprises two related 
studies of the acquisition, ownership and use 
of books in the late medieval Balkans, using 
the Greek manuscripts collection at the Ivan 
Dujčev Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies of 
So� a University. Part 1 concerns a project to 
reconstruct the library of the Leontarai, a promi-
nent aristocratic family of the late Byzantine 
Empire. On the basis of inscriptions, annotations 
and codicological criteria, this study identi� es 
manuscripts, now dispersed across European 
collections, that were owned, read or written by 
three generations of this family, c.1400 – 1470s. 

The focus of exploratory research in So� a is a 
group of manuscripts that were formerly part 
of the library of the Kosinitza Monastery, near 
Drama, in Greece. The project seeks to contex-
tualise these diverse book holdings within the 
family’s history, social networks and cultural 
milieu as a unique case study of aristocratic 
book culture in south-eastern Europe in the late 
Middle Ages. Part 2 contributes to a study of 
“informal” Greek medical texts, typically anony-
mous, custom-made compendia of therapeutic 
wisdom and pharmaceutical recipes, inserted 
into the blank leaves, spaces or endpapers of 

Byzantine codices, and intended for private 
use by the owner. This category of vernacular 
practical writing, which combines the rich 
textual heritage of Greco-Roman pharmacy 
with current empirical concerns and popular 
beliefs about health, sickness and healing, 
provides important witnesses to “household 
medicine” and medicinal book use in Byzantium. 
Research objectives include critical editions of 
two medical texts, uniquely preserved in codex 
Ivan Dujčev Centre D. gr. 156, which have not 
previously been published or studied.

Robert Appelbaum (Sweden)

BA in Tutorial Studies, University of Chicago, USA; MA in English Literature, San Francisco State University, USA; PhD in 
English Literature, University of California, Berkeley, USA  

A�  liation: Department of English, Uppsala University, Sweden (Professor Emeritus) 
Department of Arts and Communication, Malmö University, Sweden (Senior Professor)

Field of Study: Renaissance Studies

Project Title: 
The Renaissance Discovery of Violence, from Boccaccio to Shakespeare

Look into thy heart and write, Sir Philip Sidney’s 
muse once said. But one of the things that 
Renaissance writers discovered when they 
looked there was violence. Violence was nothing 
new, of course (no more than the New World 
was actually new when it was discovered), but 
seeing it with fresh eyes was at once thrilling 
and discomfiting. Whether writing realistic 
stories about everyday life or fantastic stories 
about chivalric warriors, comic tales about de-
generate monks or tragedies about the falls of 

princes, Renaissance writers repeatedly found 
violence at the heart of the world they were 
representing and very rarely as a phenomenon 
about which they thought one could be com-
placent. Violence appeared to be a motor force 
of history, of social life, of art. But the European 
Renaissance, from the time of Boccaccio to the 
time of Shakespeare (ca. 1350 – 1620) was in 
principle committed to a Christian view of the 
world, ruled by the Prince of Peace, aiming 
toward beating swords into ploughshares and 

committed to an ethic of turning the other 
cheek. How was violence to be represented 
and accounted for under such conditions? 
Why should it be represented at all? Those are 
the questions my project intends to answer. 
In e� ect, this study will place the literature of 
the Renaissance in the context of the history 
of violence itself.
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The Decoration 
and Illumination 
of Manuscripts, 
and the Hidden 
History Behind Them
A Talk with Professor 
Elissaveta Moussakova, 
Fellow of CAS Advanced 
Academic Fellowship Program

Professor Elissaveta Moussakova is an expert in the � eld 
of Art History, and in particular, Manuscript illumination, 
Mediaeval Bulgarian and South Slavonic palaeography 
and codicology. She combines her work at the Institute 
of Art Studies at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
with a teaching position at the National Academy of 
Arts, So� a. Formerly, she has taught at So� a University 
‘St Kliment Ohridski’ and was a recurrent visiting lecturer 
at the Department of Medieval Studies, CEU, Budapest. 
Prof. Moussakova has conducted research at institutions 
such as Centro Studi e Ricerche Ezio Aletti, the Vatican 
Library and Grottaferrata Monastery Library in Rome, 
Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris, to mention a few. She 
has proli� cally published in Bulgaria, Serbian, Russian 
and English scienti� c journals and collections

24

Your � eld of professional expertise is an intriguing, yet less 
known area with reading audiences. What function did deco-
ration and illumination in medieval manuscripts perform?

Prof. Elissaveta Moussakova*: Decoration and illumination 
have had a two-fold function from the very beginning: In the 
past, they were meant to facilitate reading by marking the main 
or most important parts of a text as well as to underline the text’s 
inner beauty by beautifying its carriers – the letters and the book 
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itself. This is valid for any book-making, and 
especially for books which contain the sa-
cred words of a religious doctrine. For the 
Christians, the Gospel book is an image of 
the Logos, the incarnated Word of God.  

Your work focuses on medieval Bulgar-
ian and South Slavonic palaeography 
and codicology. How different were 
Byzantine and South Slavonic decora-
tion and illumination from their West 
European counterparts? Was there 
anything they shared in common?

Prof. E.M.: A speci� c feature of the Byz-
antine and Slavonic decorative system is 
the hierarchical order of the ornamented 
markers that divide and subdivide the 
text. While in Western manuscripts, the 
emphasis falls on the initial letter or the 
incipit (i.e. the opening words of a text), 
the Byzantines embellished the pages 
with an elaborate system of visual means 
to mark the beginning and ending of 
each paragraph according to its content 
and liturgical usage. In Byzantine manu-
scripts and their Slavonic counterparts, 
the opening of a text would be indicated 
by a title but also by a headpiece which, 
whether ornamental or illustrative, was 
not found in the Western manuscript il-
lumination approach. Lead by the idea 

of the hierarchy of elements and thus al-
luding to the harmony of God’s creation, 
the scribes in Byzantium and the Slavonic 
countries were sensitive to the appropriate 
combinations of forms and sizes. Hence, 
even the miniatures in the Byzantine and 
Slavonic manuscripts were treated as part 
of the page layout and never developed 
into fully independent or illusionistic 
pictures. However, what both cultures cer-
tainly shared was the inventiveness of their 
scribes, decorators and miniaturists in their 
play with the ornaments and pictures, the 
shape of the letters, the colours, words and 
images in order to enhance the meaning 
implied in the text.              

Which are the earliest Bulgarian manu-
scripts boasting decoration and illu-
mination? Was the decoration directly 
transferred from Byzantine models into 
Bulgaria, or did medieval Bulgarian cal-
ligraphists develop their own artistic 
signature? 

Prof. E.M.: Scholars hesitate to designate 
the earliest Bulgarian manuscripts. The 
problem is that there is no specifically 
dated or unquestionably located Glagolitic 
or Cyrillic manuscript whose origin can 
be to a�  rmatively traced to the period 
when the Slavonic alphabet was created. 

The traditional views, mostly based on 
philological arguments, date the earliest 
existing codices back to the tenth and 
eleventh centuries. Historically, this period 
overlaps with the Byzantine conquest of 
Bulgaria, thus opening the way to politi-
cally coloured statements about the origin 
of the early samples of Slavonic literacy. 

What is more, the uncertain origins af-
fect the debate about the artistic models 
adopted in the � rst illuminated Slavonic 
books. Opinions vacillate between ‘Eastern’ 
and ‘Western’ theories, and scholars argue 
about the probable sources available to or 
chosen by St Cyril (an eminent Eastern Or-
thodox theologician credited for devising 
the Glagolic alphabet) and his brother, St 
Methodius while ful� lling their Moravian 
mission. Also, one cannot be sure if St Cyril 
and St Methodius’s disciples at the court 
of the Bulgarian King, Boris I, followed or 
disregarded those models. *

* We would like to thank Professor Moussakova 
for kindly sharing three photos from her pri-
vate archive – those of the Enina Apostolos, 
late tenth - early eleventh century (?), NBKM 
1144, f. 36v; the Enina Apostolos, NBKM 1144, 
f. 27v, and the Dobreysho Gospels, 1221 (?), 
NBKM 17, f. 18v-19r – with us. The photos were 
taken by art photographer and journalist, Ivo 
Khadzhimishev.
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Relatively better corroborated is the theory 
substantiating a relationship between Old 
Bulgarian (or Old Slavonic) illumination 
and that of the Greek manuscripts pro-
duced in South Italy, in which certain 
Latin patterns have been borrowed. This 
ascribes a certain provincialism and ar-
chaisation to Bulgarian and South Slavonic 
illumination. However, the parallels refer to 
the tenth and eleventh centuries. 

Yet, the topical question is whether, along-
side the afore-mentioned modest artistic 
repertoire, there was also a representative 
one, deployed for illuminating the luxury 
books in the First Bulgarian Kingdom 
(seventh – eleventh centuries). The apple 
of discord is the group of the so-called 
Russian illustrated manuscripts from the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. Their Old 
Bulgarian prototypes have been proved 
in terms of language, but not in terms 
of their miniatures. Russian scholarship 
maintains that those miniatures copied 
contemporary Byzantine models rather 
than miniatures of the Bulgarian royal 
codices, as claimed by Bulgarian scholars. 

What direction did decoration and il-
lumination practices take in the Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom then? Did they be-
come more idiosyncratic and Bulgarian, 
or did they tend to follow the broader 
stream of international tendencies and 
fashion of their time?  

Prof. E.M.: The thirteenth-century manu-
scripts, unambiguously identi� ed as Bul-
garian, are distinct from both Old Bulgar-
ian and earlier or contemporary Byzantine 
illumination due to the stylistics of their 
ornament – also shared by a number of 
Serbian manuscripts. Generally speak-
ing, the thirteenth-century illumination 
is experimental: the extreme variegation 
of patterns and motifs ensues from the 
utilisation and transformation of various 
sources – archaic and contemporary – in 
parallel with the literary and liturgical 
processes in the restored Second Bulgarian 
Kingdom (twelfth – fourteenth centuries). 
The landmark of the period is the animal-
istic ornament, usually called teratological, 
i.e. monstrous – a style where, once again, 
provincial Byzantine and some Latin 
re� ections are detected. With, perhaps, 
one exception, the repertoire is aniconic, 

i.e. lacking human representation. This, 
together with the selective and persistent 
archaisation, as well as the preference of 
certain modes of rendering determines the 
idiosyncrasy of the Bulgarian manuscript 
illumination of the period.  

In the fourteenth century, the aesthetics 
of manuscripts changed due to numer-
ous factors, and the levels of ‘ordinary’ 
and luxurious illumination became clearly 
di� erentiated. The ‘Byzantinisation’ of the 
visual vocabulary became a trend equally 
followed by both royal (see the miniatures 
incorporated in the manuscripts of King 
George Terter II and King John Alexander), 
and monastic manuscripts. The interpreta-
tion of miniature art was twofold: on the 
one hand, it can be regarded as an achieve-
ment of high Byzantine artistic standards, 
while, on the other hand, it is a sign of 
levelling, particularly in ornament, with a 
preference for eleventh-century Byzantine 
models, as in the abundantly illustrated 
Gospels of King John Alexander. There 
are numerous speculations why modes of 
art that had been in usage in Byzantium 
centuries before, became so respected in 
Bulgaria centuries later.  

CAS FELLOWS' INTERVIEWS
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Your academic work and research has 
been closely linked to the archival 
collections of the National Library of 
Bulgaria. If you were to take our readers 
on a virtual tour around its treasures, 
which particular, outstanding manu-
scripts would your select to familiarise 
the viewers with? How would you justify 
your choice? 

Prof. E.M.: My favourite manuscript will 
always be the Cyrillic Enina Apostolos, a 
fragment that miraculously managed to 
escape the fate of becoming construction 
waste during the reconstruction process of 
St Petka Church in the village of Enina. As 
the oldest preserved Slavonic copy of the 
Apostolos, it was included in the UNESCO 
Memory of the World Program register. 
This manuscript might be older than the 
eleventh century since its two Glagolitic 
initials and some Cyrillic ones are sugges-
tive of the tenth-century transliteration 
from Glagolitic into Cyrillic letters. The 
decoration of yet another initial closely re-
sembles the dragon motif in the Glagolitic 
Codex Zographensis, of assumed tenth-
century origin. And yet another animal 

motif is perhaps the earliest witness of the 
above-mentioned links between the Old 
Bulgarian and the Greek manuscripts from 
South Italy. Any supposed to or wished for 
earlier date of the Enina Apostolos is hard 
to prove.  Thus the small fragment mirrors 
the controversial dispute surrounding the 
beginning of Old Bulgarian literacy and 
manuscript illumination. 

How did your stay at CAS contribute to 
your studies? How did your interaction 
with scholars of diverse national and 
academic background influence the 
perspective and approach to your work?

Prof. E.M.: My project focuses on the ani-
conic ‘visuality’ of Bulgarian thirteenth- and 
fourteenth-century manuscripts, namely 
letters and ornaments, or distinctive scripts. 
The CAS program gave me an opportunity 
to deepen my research of Bulgarian medi-
eval illumination and lettering through the 
evidence of the digitised collection of the 
Zographou Monastery library whose artistic 
content has not been studied yet. I was able 
to unravel new facts, to enrich my knowl-
edge of ornament and to go deeper into 

the methodology of visual culture, aiming 
not just to test a di� erent approach, but 
to develop the theoretical basis of the MA 
course I read on the manuscript illumina-
tion and visual culture in medieval Bulgaria. 
My colleagues at CAS were considerably 
younger than me but precisely because 
of this age diversity, their comments were 
stimulating as much as their very di� erent 
topics and approaches were intriguing and 
refreshing in a more general aspect.          .  

Interviewed by the Editor
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Africans Were 
Seldom the Ones 
Telling Their Own 
Stories – Something 
That My Research 
Attempts to Change
A Talk with 
Dr Lasisi Adeiza Isiaka,
Fellow of CAS Advanced 
Academia Program

Dr Lasisi Adeiza Isiaka is a scholar in the � elds of Urban 
Studies and Language Sociology. He completed his 
B.A. and M.A. degrees in his native country, Nigeria, at 
Adekunle Ajasin University and University of Lagos, and 
proceeded with a doctoral degree at Technische Univer-
sität Chemnitz, Germany. He is the recipient of numerous 
scholarships and awards, amongst which the Top Seven 
Paper Award, ICA 63rd Annual Conference, London, in 
2013. Dr Isiaka was Fellow of CAS Advanced Academia 
Program 2019/2020 working on   Ethnicity and Territory: 
Rethinking Urbanity in Africa. 

Your research project at CAS explored the link between 
urban migration, language transformations in a new 
environment and the emergence of new ethnic identities 
in West Africa. In particular, you have been working with 
self-collecte3d data from Lagos and Abuja (Nigeria), as 
well as from Accra (Ghana). All three cities have experi-
enced a high in� ux of immigrants for the last decades: 
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Abuja, the capital of Nigeria, is the 
fastest growing city in Africa; Lagos 
has tripled its population within three 
decades and is the most populous city 
in Nigeria and on the African continent; 
Accra also boasts a high per cent urban 
population, with extremely high popu-

lation density in depressed, immigrant 
areas. These are common traits that pro-
vide a sturdy foundation for research. 
However, based on your research � nd-
ings, do similar (at � rst sight) urbanisa-
tion trends lead to similar linguistic and 
socio-cultural outcomes?  What impact 
on migration phenomena may religious 
and ethnic diversity exert?

Dr Lasisi Adeiza Isiaka: There was a 
speci� c motivation for considering Lagos, 
Abuja and Accra research-worthy in regard 
to the linguistic upshots of their urban-
isation processes. As either commercial 
or political capitals in their own rights, 
I became quite keen on exploring the 
linguistic upshots of migration � ow into 
these cities.  Nigeria is densely multilingual 
– with over 532 languages and hundreds of 
ethnic groups. A similar story can be told 
of Ghana which homes over 250 tongues. 
It is from these raw mixes of diversity that 
the cities continue to draw, and on which 
they grow. What I set out to explore is the 
extent of corresponding multiplicity that 
characterise the linguistic pulse of these 
cities or rather surprisingly, if an evolution 
of a homogeneous trend could be report-
ed. I was also very eager to appraise the 
dimension of metro-ethnicities in these 
cities, and learn the correlatives dynamics 
of city languages on ethnic cartographies. 

Perhaps the most striking facet of be-
longing among the city-folks is that they 
privilege their city-membership over 
provincial roots – in fact, over other lay-
ers of identity. This I believe provides the 
metrolingual sca� olds that stabilise these 
places on shared language codes as well 

as cultural commonalities. Unlike in the 
sending communities, the cities are no 
places for linguistic orthodoxies or cultural 
essentialism; rather they are exotically hy-
brid or melting pots of some sorts. But that 
appears just as much as the leveling pow-
ers the cities exert. I think that religious 
diversity is spared of equal homogenising 
projectile – in the sense that the migrants 
tend to maintain their religious fraternities 
through relocations and transitions, and I 
think this is least surprising and in no sense 
unique to the cities I studied.  

All three cities in the scope of your 
study have an overwhelming number 
of young populations. How � exible are 
young people to adopt a new culture 
and turn it into their own? Does your 
study support the idea that a common 
ethnicity-formation process is possible 
when a diversity of young migrants is 
put in similar circumstances? 

L.A.I.: Well, young people are generally 
amenable to acculturations. The younger 
the migrants, the more they are likely to 
adopt the cultures of their receiving ter-
ritories – and these include linguistic pre-
dilections too. This is of course important 
to note, also in regard to other domains 
of social interaction. The young people I 
spoke with in the course of my study saw 

themselves � rst as Lagosians and relate 
to others around as fellow Lagosians. For 
them, it is not much of a new locality, but 
a nativity. Such malleability is also in no 
way peculiar. I understand for instance that 
a majority of migrant receiving countries 
award incentives to age, i.e., make it easier 

for younger population to come in. It is 
still in the sense that a younger genera-
tion of newcomers has greater potential 
of nativising into a new culture than their 
older counterparts.  

Your earlier work also includes music-
modality in Nigeria’s urban linguistic 
space. Can music prop the process of 
ethnic integration and the creation of 
a common ethnic identity?

L.A.I.: I would generally say ‘yes’, and point 
to why this has been very much plausible 
in the West African contexts. In speci� c 
regard to Nigeria (and Ghana too), the 
language situation is inherently complex 
and controversial. Though English remains 
the o�  cial language in these countries, it 
is not accessible to those who have not 
been trained to speak it. This has thus 
given rise to Pidgin English varieties as 
the language of everyday communication 
and in actual sense – the lingua franca. 
The Nigerian Pidgin, for example, is a 
hybridised form that has over the years 
evolved from contact with English, Por-
tuguese and the local languages. Within 
the countries’ multilingual-cum-ethnic 
spaces, Pidgin is ethnically neutral and 
� lls a broad utilitarian gap among speak-
ers of diverse languages and in di� erent 
contexts. Even though it is yet to become 
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an o�  cial language, it has in fact become 
one through the back door, and it is fast 
outgrowing its vernacular status into a lan-
guage of the mainstream media, religion, 
stand-up comedy and most prominently, of 
urban hip hop music. In my previous com-
ments on the unifying essence of Nigerian 
hip hop music, I did note the fact that many 
artistes have produced full albums or tracks 
in Nigerian languages not natively theirs. 
Perhaps, apart from soccer, nothing else 
unites Nigerians better than the local hip 
hop music. It remains a menu savoured 
across all tribes and regions of the country. 
But this is also least surprising. It is music 
after all – it speaks a universal language!

What similar studies exploring migra-
tion, language and ethnicity in Europe, 
though, have you used as a theoretical 
background for your work? How similar 
and how di� erent are their results to 
and from yours exploring West Africa?

L.A.I.: While the language situation – thus 
its intersection with migration and ethnic-
ity – in West Africa di� ers radically from 
the European climes, there certainly are 
conceptual convergences with cognate 
works on Europe. Theoretically speaking, 
I found the sundry conceptualizations of 
identity and ethnicity by constructivists 
like Rogers Brubaker, Ben Rampton and 
Mary Bucholtz very resourceful. I think 
there is a profound commonality between 
the linguistic phenomena I investigated 
with Ben Rampton’s discursive appraisal 
of ethno-lingual re� ections of class and 
ethnicity among multiethnic young peo-
ple in London. Rampton’s focus was on 
young schoolers from migrant refugee- or 
asylum-seeking parents. The analysis is eth-
nographic and stays pretty true to the no-
tion of identity as constructed rather than 
predetermined. Also, Bucholtz’s view of 
identity as a processual outcome of linguis-
tic interaction rather than a pre-� xed psy-
chological reality resonates very strongly 
with my understanding of metro-ethnicity 
and/or metrolingualism. Well, I think it is 
important to admit that most of Africa’s 
phenomena are still being explained with 
concepts originally designed for the North. 
The problem thus arises, when research-
ers confront an African reality that de� es 

these existing frames. Often, we resort to 
messy adequation of some sort or eclectic 
gleanings from cognate conceptual fronts. 
Theories from the South are still budding 
and mostly yet untested/unpublished. In 
my work, for instance, it was challenging 
to wholly draw on Brubaker’s conception of 
ethnicity, nation-state, migration, etc. – as 
these terms are de� nitely read di� erently 
among West Africans.   

‘Rethinking Africa’ is an intriguing part 
of the title of your CAS research project. 
What stereotype of Africa does your 
research challenge and what is the new 
image of the once called ‘Dark Continent’ 
emerging?

 L.A.I.: My contribution to the ‘alternative 
narrative project’ on Africa was precisely 
delimited to challenging the view of Africa’s 
urbanity as mainly colonial and urban 
languages as colonial-based. The pre-
dominance of colonial languages in Africa’s 
linguistic ecologies and the arrogation of 
urbanity to non-native African languages 
(e.g., English and French) have often bred a 
post-colonial view of urban languages – to 
the relegation of indigenous, autonomous 
local varieties which co-dominate Africa’s 
metrolingual spaces and also serve as 
markers of urbanity. My goal at CAS also 
involved the exploration of rurality in the 
evolution of urban languages, i.e., the 
rural-urban interactions in a host of lan-
guages in use within these cities and their 
implications for decoloniality. I think more 
than anything else, through the lenses of 
linguistic behaviours, the study points us 
not just to a budding re-indigenisation 
quest of some sort, but also to a people 
in a conscious search for authentic selves. 
Beyond the indexes of language, the social 
construction of urbanity in these places is 
becoming mitigated by pre-coloniality. I 
think it is also a deliberate commitment 
to preserving or modernising Africa’s 
nativity. One of the greatest disservices of 
imperialism was the concerted e� orts by 
the colonisers towards stirring Africans to 
self-hatred. Even many years after what is 
still called ‘independence’ from the colonial 
masters, large bodies of knowledge were 
being produced to legitimise neo-colonial 
supremacy, and the denigration of Africa’s 

heritage. What we are beginning to see 
is the primordial consciousness – that a 
people is best dressed in their own clothes. 
The fact that until recently, Africans were 
seldom the ones telling their own stories 
is something that a research as this one 
attempts to change.  

It was a pleasure talking to you at your 
arrival in CAS. Now, as your fellowship 
is over, could I invite you to look back 
at the months spent with us and re� ect 
on how your study has bene� tted from 
your stay at CAS? What did you take with 
you that you will keep fondly in your 
memories? 

L.A.I.: Let me begin by saying that my time 
at CAS was an immensely productive one! 
The invitation came at a time I desperately 
needed to ‘get away’ and concentrate on 
the project. The Fellowship enabled me 
to achieve this, and much more. There is 
perhaps nothing as alluring as being an 
in-residence Fellow, and having to worry 
about absolutely nothing else. This was 
such a huge incentive! Another was the 
uncensored freedom to critically engage 
with the themes of my project. I found the 
cluster of international co-fellows at the 
institute very vibrant and my interactions 
with them highly rewarding. 

It was my � rst time in Southeast Europe and 
my encounters were amazing. I had been a 
student in Germany a few years before, but 
knew very little about the Balkan countries. 
So, my curiosity was high. I was more than 
happy to learn of Bulgarian history – es-
pecially in regard to its journey through 
the Age of Empires, and recently through 
the Soviet power. I think Bulgaria remains 
a treasure trove of European history – a 
vivid window to its past and a door to its 
future. How do I ever forget my Plovdiv 
experience? 

Also, I found life in Bulgaria much easier 
and less-burdensome than anywhere else 
I had visited or lived. So� a, for example, 
remains one of the few portions of the 
earth where nature and humans are still 
on good terms.

Interviewed by the Editor
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Your project at CAS focused on developing a board game for 
teaching higher order thinking and social skills. Game-based 
learning is an educational instrument that has been with us 
for centuries. Yet, recently, it has gained enormous popularity 
as a vital element in innovative education, especially at school 
level. Please, share a few details of your research interest with 
our readership. What motivated you to transfer this approach 
to higher education?

Dr Georgi Niagolov: To answer this question, I need to � rst provide 
some information about the context of my CAS project. I teach English 
Medieval and Renaissance literature in English to Bulgarian students 
at the B.A. program of the Department of English and American 

Dr Georgi Niagolov is Senior Assis-
tant Professor in English Medieval and 
Renaissance Literature at the Depart-
ment of English and American Studies, 
Sofia University. Amongst the numer-
ous courses he teaches are Shakespeare 
through Performance and Shakespeare on 
Stage and Screen. Besides his linguistic 
and cultural interests are also Education 
and Pedagogy. As Fellow of The Teaching 
Europe Fellowship Program, Dr Niagolov’s 
research focused on the development of 
an Educational Board Game for teaching 
literature.

Rising Above 
the Role of Passive 
Learners …

A Talk with 
Dr Georgi Niagolov, 
CAS Fellow 
of Teaching Europe 
Fellowship Program
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Studies of So� a University. The program 
combines ambitious parallel training in 
linguistics, literature and cultural studies, 
which results in serious student workload, 
while at the same time it tries to maintain 
high student achievement standards. Me-
dieval and Renaissance literature is taught 
in two mandatory, consecutive, sixty-hour, 
� fteen-week, survey courses comprising a 
lecture part that covers over ten centuries 
of cultural and literary history, and a semi-
nar part in which students are supposed to 
apply this theoretical knowledge, as well as 
some recommended secondary literature, 
to approach critically more than twenty 
literary works. As assistant professor, I am 
responsible for the seminar part, while as 
educator, I believe that these seminars 
should be a favourable environment for 
students to rise above the role of passive 
learners, assume ownership of their own 
learning, turn into active learners, and 
develop sustainably key, academic and 
professional competences.

This sounds nice in theory, but I � nd, it 
is not so easy to achieve in practice, and 
one of the major reasons for this is that it 
runs against a major attitudinal problem 
in our educational culture. It turns out 
that most teachers, including those at the 
university, are actually more comfortable 
in the position of exclusive authority in 
the classroom, as they can cover more 
material and maintain full control over 
discipline and the learning process at all 
times. Conversely, most students, by the 
time when they get to university, are so 
used to the role of the passive learner, that 
they are not willing to move away from it, 
even when given a chance to do so. If a 

teacher wants to � ip the classroom, the 
disengagement of students will still need 
to be overcome, and in my experience, 
this requires a force of disruption. I would 
argue that the gami� cation of learning is 
an example of such a force.

Many people, even professionals in the 
� eld of education, believe that games are 
more suitable for preschool education, 
maybe also for the � rst years of school-
ing, but true learning is a serious business 
and lots of hard work, hence it has little 
to do with play or fun. Yet, if we compare 
our day-to-day notion of education with 
a more detailed definition of game as 
‘a system in which players engage in an 
abstract challenge, de� ned by rules, in-
teractivity and feedback, that results in a 
quanti� able outcome often eliciting and 
emotional reaction’ (to quote Karl Kapp’s 
The Gami� cation of Learning and Instruc-
tion), we may � nd that most of the features 
overlap and, importantly, this does not 
depend on the level of education. What is 
more, the structure of the game allows the 
teacher to step down from the position of 
authority and participate in the game on 
an equal footing with the students. This 
will not necessarily result in chaos in the 
classroom because the rules of the game, 
if guaranteed by all players, will maintain 
order, but at the same time there will be 
space for each participant to unfold his or 
her potential.

Naturally, the learning capabilities of a 
game depend mostly on the quality of 
the design. The tabletop game that I cre-
ated with the help of the CAS fellowship 
is called ‘Literary Elements’ and, as the 

name suggests, breaks down the experi-
ence of reading literature into constituent 
elements (setting, plot, pattern, metaphor, 
etc.). In reality, these elements are abstract 
ideas, but for the purposes of the game 
they are transformed into tangible cards, 
which together with their descriptions are 
given into the hands of players to explore 
and combine in various ways. Before the 
game begins all players must have read 
one literary work – it can vary in length, 
but short forms or excerpts usually perform 
better. Then they take turns to connect the 
ideas/cards with the concrete features of 
the literary work. They also connect them 
with each other creating together a mind 
map of their discussion. Each comment 
may be challenged critically at any time. 
One player keeps record of all comments 
and challenges. The rules of the game 
ensure that everyone is included and 
has equal opportunity to win the game. 
They also provide incentives for players 
to compete and collaborate in extracting 
meaning and creating ever more complex 
interpretations.

Have you experimented with similar 
innovative methods and techniques at 
university level? How did they in� uence 
your students’ learning motivation? 
Could you share some of the results 
– both positive and (somewhat) disap-
pointing – with our reading audience?

G.N.: Yes, I have. Since 2011 I have been 
o� ering a project-based elective course in 
Shakespeare through Performance. In it the 
students face not an abstract, but a very 
real challenge to create a theatrical produc-
tion of a Shakespeare play in the original. 
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They engage in independent research, 
explore the Shakespeare’s language, the 
production history of the plays, read re-
views, watch � lms, consult professionals, 
etc. The objective is that by the end of the 
semester as a group we need to have at 
least one production concept and the text 
of the play that students have selected 
adapted in accordance with this concept. 
In this way we can decide whether during 
the following semester we want to realise 
the production as an uncredited, voluntary, 
extracurricular activity. So far, we have had 
four realised productions in seven years. 
During the process students develop their 
creativity as well as a range of basic and 
academic skill. I have written in greater 
detail about this project here.

You work in the � eld of language educa-
tion. Can some of your good practices 
be translated to other � elds of the Hu-
manities?

G.N.: The language of instruction in our 

programs is indeed English but we would 
like to think of our courses as full-blown 
humanities courses that teach not only for-
eign language skills, but also key, academic 
and professional competences. More 
particularly, my work on the CAS project is 
grounded in a more fundamental interest 
in literacy, reading literacy and the place 
of reading literature in the larger picture 
of reading pedagogy.

There have been appeals made for a 
closer cooperation between university 
and school in Bulgaria. Would you sup-
port such a strategic partnership? What 
impact would it have on both school and 
higher education?

G.N.: Not only do I support the strate-
gic partnership between schools and 
academia, but working with the Faculty 
of Classical and Modern Philology of So� a 
University, I am involved in the training, 
retraining, postgraduate qualification 
of teachers, as well as in experience 

exchanges with practicing school teach-
ers, including on the topic of gami� cation. 
From a more general perspective, I strongly 
believe that if, as a nation, we want to 
move forward, make up for the lost time, 
and earn ourselves a more central place in 
the global knowledge economy, the only 
way to do this is to reform and reconnect 
the sectors responsible for the creation of 
good quality human capital - education, 
research and culture.

How did your CAS fellowship contribute 
to your research aims? Did your stay at 
CAS live up to your initial expectations?

G.N.: For some time now, I have lived and 
worked under the impression that in our 
world today reading is in trouble, and 
yet reading, both functional literacy and 
higher-order literacies, is the � rst prerequi-
site for all other learning. In my daily life as 
a teacher I am looking for speci� c � xes for 
speci� c problems, and I am grateful for the 
CAS fellowship, which gave me support to 
bring into life and test one of my ideas for a 
new pedagogical tool. Within the scope of 
the CAS project, I also had the opportunity 
to test the game and I know that it works 
both in the classroom and outside of it. I am 
even more grateful that the CAS fellowship 
gave me some time to read and think more 
about the problems of reading in general. I 
will de� nitely pursue this research interest 
further. Last but not least, I am extremely 
grateful to both CAS and NEC for the excel-
lent design of The Teaching Europe Program, 
for the possibility to brush against so much 
excellent research and get to know the 
researchers, for the interesting lecturers, as 
well as for the rigorous peer review.  

Interviewed by the Editor



In October 2016 the Center for Governance and Culture 
in Europe (CGCE) at the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences in the University of St. Gallen and the Centre for 
Advanced Study So� a (CAS) established a research NET-
WORK devoted to the history of the monastic economy 
in South-Eastern and Western Europe. (https://www.
cas.bg/en/cas-current-programs/research-network-
dedicated-to-the-history-of-the-monastic-economy-53.
html). The Academic Coordinator of the project was 
Assoc. Professor and CAS Permanent Fellow Roumen 
Avramov.  

The term of the project expired in October 2019. Given 
the activities and the outcomes obtained in the frame 
of the NETWORK, we can con� dently assert that it suc-
ceeded in enhancing the contacts between scholars, in 
assisting mobility and hence in fostering the intellectual 
debate in the � eld.   

¡ The three workshops hosted by CAS (November 
2017, November 2018 and October 2019) listed 56 
presentations by 33 researchers from Albania, Bul-
garia, Cyprus, Greece, France, Italy, The Netherlands, 
Poland, Romania, Serbia, and UK. The breakdown of 
the discussed topics included general problems (3); 
the economy of Mount Athos (12); cases and trends 
from XV-XVIII c. (20), XIX c. (9), and XX-XXI c. (10). In 
line with the NETWORK’s comparative philosophy, 

the presentations touched upon the economy of 
both Orthodox (43) and Catholic (11) monasticism.  

¡ Three guest-lectures were delivered to a wider 
audience: by Prof. Victor Roudometof (University of 
Cyprus, Nicosia) who talked on The Transformations 
of Orthodox Christianity in the Longue-Durée: A Socio-
logical Analysis; by Prof. Elias Kolovos (University of 
Crete) who gave a speech on Monasteries, Economy, 
and Politics from Medieval to Modern Times; and by 
Assoc. Professor Kostis Smyrlis (National Hellenic 
Research Foundation) on The Great Byzantine Mon-
astery: A Success Story (Cf. the interview with him in 
the current CAS Newsletter).  

¡ The NETWORK provided 11 Research allowances in 
support of individual projects on the history of the 
monastic economy. The applicants were selected on 
a competitive basis with bene� ciaries from Albania, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Romania, and Serbia. 

The direct positive effects of the NETWORK will be 
furthered through future contacts, exchange of infor-
mation or cooperation between the participants, and 
by the dissemination of the results. The proposal for an 
edited volume including 19 papers from the workshops 
has been submitted and is under consideration by a 
renowned international publisher.  

34

DOES MONASTIC 
ECONOMY MATTER? 
RELIGIOUS PATTERNS 

OF ECONOMIC 
BEHAVIOUR

CAS PROJECT ROUND-UP



An Interview with Associate 
Professor Kostis Smyrlis,
Guest Lecturer at CAS 
Workshop III ‘Does Monastic 
Economy Matter? Religious 
Patterns of Economic 
Behaviour’

Professor Smyrlis, your lecture at CAS last night gave the 
start for the third international workshop dedicated to 
monastic economy and religious patterns of economic be-
haviour at CAS, as part of the Research Network dedicated 
to the History of Monastic Economy. Why are monaster-
ies still a captivating research topic for historians in the 
twenty-� rst century? 

Assoc. Professor Kostis Smyrlis: Monasteries, and especially 
those in the medieval Byzantine period, have been quite a 
fascinating topic of study throughout history because of their 
complex and extremely � exible nature. They were institutions 
capable of ful� lling a multitude of di� erent functions which 
the society they � ourished in lacked. They had an array of 
purposes ranging from ful� lling the most spiritual needs of 
society, such as praying for the salvation of people’s souls, to 
gratifying the most mundane needs, as o� ering annual pen-
sions and serving as a retreat place. However, monasteries 
also played a self-representative role for the wealthy of their 
day. The aristocracy was apt to patronise them or materially 
support the construction of new monasteries, as thus they 
could emphasise their position in society. Emperors identi� ed 
them as particularly useful allies as they were instrumental 
for representing their ideology. In fact, emperors sought to 
legitimise themselves through the monasteries as by approv-
ing imperial donations, the monks approved the emperor as a 
legitimate ruler praying for the spiritual and physical good of 
society. In addition, monasteries could also be speci� cally use-
ful in cases of external threat as they could assert the control 
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On 18th October 2019, the Centre for Advanced Study 
So� a welcomed Assoc. Professor Kostis Smyrlis for a 
keynote lecture on The Great Byzantine Monastery: 
A Success Story. 

Kostis Smyrlis is an internationally renowned scholar 
in the � eld of Byzantine Studies. His major interests are 
the Byzantine Empire (ninth – � fteenth centuries), eco-
nomic and social history, political economy, taxation 
and state � nances; settlement and demography; law 
and land ownership, the archives and history of Mount 
Athos monasteries, Byzantine diplomatics and medi-
eval Greek paleography. Among his published works 
is La fortune des grands monastères byzantins, � n du 
Xe-milieu du XIVe siècle (Paris: Centre de Recherche 
d’Histoire et Civilisation de Byzance-Collège de France, 
Monographies 21, 2006), while La fortune des grands 
monastères byzantins, � n du Xe-milieu du XIVe siècle 
(Actes de Vatopédi III, de 1377 à 1500, Archives de 
l’Athos 23, ed. J. Lefort, V. Kravari, Ch. Giros, K. Smyrlis 
and R. Estangüi Gómez; Lethielleux) is forthcoming).

Assoc. Prof. Smyrlis has taught in Istanbul and at New 
York University, and has currently returned to his home 
country, Greece, as researcher at the National Research 
Foundation in Athens. 



of Constantinople over recently conquered 
lands or over territories contested by the 
neighbours.  

The title of your lecture last night (The 
Great Byzantine Monastery: A Success 
Story) placed a special emphasis on 
success. Why?

K.S.: In fact, my title turned out to be very 
much focused on the great Byzantine 
monasteries as allies or servants of the em-
peror. However, by choosing this title, I also 
wanted to underline how successful these 
monasteries were in all missions they ac-
complished. Overall, they had to ful� l three 
major aims: � rstly, to ensure the continued 
existence of relatively large communities 
dedicated to prayer; secondly, satisfy cer-
tain needs of wealthy laymen; and, as impe-
rial servants, furnish the empire with a set 
of crucial services, something I discussed 
above. The monasteries were successful in 
all three varied functions. 

Your lecture provoked a number of 
interesting questions by the public. 

Were there any questions you might 
� nd stimulating and worth considering 
further?  

K.S.: I was very pleased with the reaction 
of the audience. There was a question 
related to the national monasteries at 
Mount Athos, i.e. monasteries  founded by 
di� erent rulers of other countries such as 
Serbia, Bulgaria early Georgia and Russia, 
and which were predominantly non-Greek 
speaking, or multi-ethnical. They used to 
play a crucial role in Constantinople with 
regard to the region of Macedonia – a re-
gion that was claimed by both Bulgarians 
and Serbs at the time. The situation was 
very complicated, so this question interests 
me, and I hope to be able to look closer into 
it in the future. Studying the documents of 
Zographou Monastery at Mount Athos that 
used to be under the control of Bulgarian 
monks can be intriguing.

You are returning to Greece after a con-
tinued period of teaching at the History 
Department of New York University. What 
are you plans with regard to your return?

K.S.: Ever after my doctoral research in 
Paris focused on great monasteries as great 
landowners, I kept working and writing on 
monastic history, monastic economy and 
its relations with society and the central 
power. Yet, over time, my interest has also 
been drawn to other areas such as taxation 
and state � nances, i.e. to the way the state 
taxed and managed its revenues, and how 
social ranks and positions – from peasants 
to aristocrats – were thus de� ned in the 
Byzantine Empire. I have been attracted 
to the topic how taxation defined land 
property and how the taxation system 
ensured the emperor’s sovereignty over 
his people and territory, thus maintaining 
the basic functions of the empire. Tradition-
ally, the period between the eleventh and 
fourteenth centuries has been considered 
as a time of devolution of authority, of 
decentralisation marked by receding im-
perial authority. Based on my research, I 
am arguing the exact opposite. My major 
argument is in favour of Byzantine statism, 
i.e. how, in that period, the state managed 
to enhance its functions through property, 
ranks and rights. This is a book project of 
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mine that I am going to pursue. Its working title 
is The Construction of the Late Byzantine Empire, 
11th-14th c., and the keywords in the subtitle are 
‘treasury’, ‘hierarchy’ and ‘sovereignty’.  

My last question aligns to your forthcoming 
work. Considering that the dissolution of Eng-
land’s monasteries under Henry VIII poured 
large revenues into the state treasury, from a 
purely hypothetical perspective, what would 
have been the gains or losses if anything simi-
lar had happened in the Eastern Orthodox 
world? How would the Balkans be changed if 
their monasteries had been dissolved once?  

K. S.: This is really a hypothetical question. In fact, 
the Ottomans would have been able to do so. 
However, why they did not do it, and why they 
tolerated the monasteries, and in fact, gave them 
some privileges, is an interesting question. No 
doubt, they must have thought of the monaster-
ies as useful to their rule, but, to my knowledge, 
the reasons behind that have not been properly 

researched yet. If, however, we go back to the 
Byzantine era, what we see is the opposite of 
the English phenomenon – an increase of pa-
tronages over time. Some scholars argue that it 
was because the emperor was weak while the 
monks – powerful. I am not convinced of this. It 
is de� nitely true that there were political reasons 
behind this patronage. Yet the monks played a 
crucial role in the legitimation of the emperor 
and hence, in government. As the monks were 
useful to the emperors, why would the emperors 
dissolve their institutions? Indeed, if the monas-
teries had been dissolved, the emperors would 
have gained significant revenues because of 
appropriating the ecclesiastical estates. But they 
would have lost one of their most reliable allies 
and one of their most stable caretakers of land…

Thank you for elaborating on this intricate, 
hypothetical scenario. We look forward to your 
forthcoming book.

Interviewed by the Editor
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On 4 October 2019, the Centre for Advanced Study 
hosted an international workshop panel on Recent 
Research on the Greater War in Eastern Europe 
(1912 – 1923). Former and current CAS research 
fellows and two distinguished international guest 
speakers debated the latest approaches to the study 
of the Great War in the region. Through lively discus-
sion sessions after each individual presentation, the 
workshop participants outlined the most pertinent 
issues scholars of WWI need to address in their future 
endeavours. After the opening remarks, the � oor was 
given to two distinguished guest speakers.

Robert Gerwarth, Director of the Centre for War Stud-
ies at the University College Dublin, re� ected on the 
gradual shift in the understanding of the temporal 
limits of the Great War, now perceived as a con� ict that 
also encompasses the postwar violence until 1923. 
The shift, to a large extent in� uenced by Gerwarth’s 
own publications War in Peace: Paramilitary Violence in 
Europe after the Great War (edited with John Horne, Ox-
ford University Press, 2012) and The Vanquished: Why 
the First World War Failed to End, 1917–1923 (London: Al-
len Lane, 2016) is now an in� uential paradigm through 
which both subsequent wars such as the Greco-Turkish 
or the Polish-Soviet War as well as the paramilitary 
violence in most of Eastern Europe are analyzed.

Gerwarth’s concept of the Greater War provoked a 
lively discussion of its relevance for less prominent 
East European case studies such as Bulgaria where 
violence and deep political instability punctured the 
entire 1920s. Such an extended war cycle could also 
account for the European-wide recourse to authoritari-
anism in the 1930s but, according to Gerwarth, should 
not result in con� ating the sources and the nature of 
violence of the two world wars into a single narrative 
of a European civil war as suggested by scholars such 
as Enzo Traverso, Ernst Nolte and Stanley Payne.

With these larger historiographical debates in mind, 
the second guest speaker William Mulligan, also 
from UCD’s Centre for War Studies, introduced a new 
perspective on the preconditions for WWI. Mulligan 
argued that the Europe’s relative peace before the 
Great War was sustained by a shared set of (diplomatic) 
norms. This international legal and ideological consen-
sus deterred the Great Powers from a violent resolu-
tion of their foreign political con� icts prior to 1914. 
However, from 1908 onwards, the nationality principle 
dominated diplomatic discussions as a justi� cation 
for territorial changes and foreign policy. Thus, it was 
precisely the years between the annexation of Bosnia 
by Austria-Hungary (1908) and the WWI outbreak that 
these diplomatic norms fell apart and the path to the 
mayhem of the war was open.

This shift in the normative basis of European diplomacy 
was mirrored by changes in the Balkan states’ geopo-
litical needs and national aspirations. Martin Valkov 
from So� a University, a former CAS fellow, explored 
the topic and its historiographical treatment through 
the case study of Bulgaria. His presentation Between 
National Uni� cation and a War of Conquest: Bulgaria’s 
War Aims during World War I as a Historiographical Prob-
lem demonstrated the mismatch between Bulgaria’s 
stated goals for national uni� cation and the subse-
quent expanded scope of action towards the regions 
of the Pomoravlje (Eastern Serbia) and a large part of 
Kosovo. Despite the fact that these territories were 
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predominantly populated by ethnic Serbs 
and Kosovo Albanians, Bulgarian authori-
ties easily adjusted their pre-war plans to 
accommodate the newly acquired territo-
ries. Yet, Bulgarian historiography on both 
sides of the symbolic 1989 divide failed to 
acknowledge that Bulgaria’s actions in WWI 
could be driven by strategic and geopoliti-
cal considerations that imagined a future 
Balkan region dominated by the vastly 
expanded Bulgarian state. Instead, from 
the national communist historiographical 
turn of the 1970s and 1980s onwards, the 
cliche of the “war for national uni� cation” 
has rarely been challenged. In the ensuing 
discussion, these historiographical short-
comings were further scrutinized, while an 
additional focus of the discussion was to 
break up the monolithic image of Bulgarian 
authorities into various diverse sometimes 
competing factions - the army’s top brass, 
the intelligentsia, government, the admin-
istration and military units on the ground.

In his presentation Gangsters and Patriots: 
Military Entrepreneurship in the Shadow 
of the Great War, Spyros Tsoutsoumpis 
(Wolverhampton University), also a former 
fellow at CAS, expanded the discussion 
thread about parallel and competing 
military and state structures. His empha-
sis was on the successful performance of 
paramilitaries as state-builders who could 
provide a strong alternative to the state, 
particularly in times of war, political and 
social instability. His talk provided a great 
reminder that paramilitaries should not 
be seen primarily as a state-subverting or 
state-supporting actors but scholarship 
has to move beyond paramilitary violence 
and focus more on these actors’ ability to 
create new and often more stable political, 

cultural, economic and social order. Fur-
thermore, paramilitaries could be seen as a 
vehicle for upward social mobility as well as 
providers of networks and structures that 
bridge the gap between the centre and 
periphery. Both of these roles have often 
eluded conventional state structures.

Another one of last year’s cohort of fellows 
presented his work on the changes in the 
understanding of citizenship in Serbia and 
the subsequent Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes during the 1912 – 1918 
war years and in the immediate post-war 
period. Dmitar Tasić (University of Hra-
dec Králové) argued that in comparison 
with prewar notions of citizenship in the 
Kingdom of Serbia, the war had resulted 
in stricter requirements for Serbian citi-
zenship, making it more conservative and 
exclusive. Tasić thus considers it quite 
ironic that a multi-national successor state 
had become more nationalistic than its 
single-nation predecessor. As it transpired 
in the subsequent discussion, citizenship 
was not the only aspect that the post-war 
period brought a more conservative trend 
and Serbia was not exceptional to have 
undergone such a transformation.

The workshop continued with two current 
CAS fellows who also delivered their talks 
on WWI-related topics. Andrei Cusco (State 
University of Moldova) shared insights 
from his publications on Bessarabia and 
Bukovina as imperial borderlands within 
the Russian and Austro-Hungarian empires. 
He provided a comparative overview of the 
profound ways in which the experience 
of war and occupation altered the two 
regions’ previous image of as loyal and 
“quiet” imperial backwaters. The new and 
radical methods of gov-
ernance applied by the 
two rival empires dur-
ing the war intensi� ed 
ethnic mobilization on 
the ground but also led 
to the regions’ popula-
tion being classified, 
categorized, repressed, 
moved, displaced and 
transferred by the gov-
ernments who ques-
tioned its group status 
and loyalties.

Finally, John Paul Newman (Maynooth 
University) summarized the key takeaways 
of the workshop. He pointed out the recur-
ring theme about violence - used by para-
militaries but also by standing armies who 
apply it systematically on a much larger 
scale. In that respect, Newman cautioned 
against clichés of Balkan primitivism as the 
violence in many Balkan cases was aimed 
at creating the Western ideal of a nation-
state. In the process of modernization and 
homogenization, assimilation was primar-
ily reserved for co-nationals or people of 
the same religion, while racial, religious or 
ethnic minorities were frequently in dan-
ger of being annihilated. Newman’s � nal 
point once again raised the question of 
the connection between the First and the 
Second World War and whether the type 
of violence after 1939 was qualitatively 
di� erent from the one in WWI. 

Whereas that last historiographical prob-
lem can hardly find its resolution in a 
one-day workshop, the event nevertheless 
provided the participants with a plethora 
of various fascinating topics that await 
their future treatment. It remains to be 
seen whether the workshop would be the 
springboard of a future academic collabo-
ration that will attempt to answer some 
of the questions raised at that productive 
day at CAS. 
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CAS NEW PROJECTS

Daniela Koleva 
(Ed.)
Age(ing) 
under 
Socialism  

CAS, 2019

The volume Age(ing) under Socialism is the � nal academic output 
based on CAS popular Discussion Series, Existential Policies under 
Socialism. Started by Associate Professor Dr Daniela Koleva back 
in 2011–2012, over nearly a decade, the Discussion Series brought 
together a number of Bulgarian scholars from various walks of 
life addressing, researching and debating everyday life under 
Socialism as illustrated by Love, Death, and Childhood, as well 
as shedding light on state attitudes towards the Body between 
1944–1989.*

The title of the last collection, Age(ing) under Socialism, is a double 
entendre, alluding both to the generational aspect and the demo-
graphic issues of Old Age as a topic of investigation. The concept 
of ‘Age’ acquired a polysemantic function, as it  does not only 
articulate the interdependence amongst the generational groups, 
but also serves as a key instrument to explore the links between 
people’s life paths and the overall social changes and dynamics 
undergone by Socialism over its decades. 

* For further details on CAS Discussion Series Existential Policies 
under Socialism, and its follow-up publications, see CAS Newsletter 
2011–2012, pp. 16 – 21, as well as Ivan Elenkov and Daniela Koleva 
(eds), Childhood under Socialism: Political, Institutional and Biographical 
Perspectives (CAS/Riva Publishers, 2010); Daniela Koleva (ed):  Death 
under Socialism: Heroics and Post-Heroics. A Collection of Articles (CAS/
Riva Publishers, 2013); Love under Socialism: Patterns, Images, Taboos 
(CAS/Riva Publishers, 2015); The Body under Socialism – Regimes and 
Representations (CAS/Riva Publishers, 2016).

CONTENTS

Daniela Koleva: Introduction: About the Brigadir Young Days of Michial H. and the 

Generational Social Contract 

Kristina Popova: The Elderly People’s Homes during the First Years of Socialism in 

Bulgaria

Nadezhda Galabova: Socialism and Entropy: Transforming the Ageing Body Through 

Sports

Svetla Baloutzova: Parent – Children Relationships according to Bulgarian Socialist 

Legislature (based on the Law for the Persons and the Family, and 

The Family Codes of 1968 and 1985)

 Ivelina Eftimova: “We didn’t have much, but there was peace”: Ageing during Social-

ism in the Dynamics of Autobiographical – Institutional – Social 

Interaction

Violeta Detcheva: Heroes and Actors: Forever Young

Vesela Nozharova: Organisational Aspects of Youth: The Young Artist Atelier at The 

Union of Bulgarian Artists

 Nikolai Vukov: Lifeworlds and Historical Continuity: Age and Generation in the 

Monuments of the Socialist Period in Bulgaria

Valentin Voskresenski: Trauma and Social Position: Generational Aspects

Galina Goncharova, 

Teodora Karamelska: Death and the Afterlife in a Generational Perspective: From the 

Socialist Funeral to the Private Heaven

CAS BOOK LAUNCHES
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In late 1984 the Bulgarian communist regime unleashed a bru-
tal assimilation campaign against the Turkish minority in the 
country. Euphemistically labeled “Revival Process”, the campaign 
was ideologically justi� ed by the goal to build a “homogeneous 
socialist nation” and by the false claim about an allegedly com-
mon “ethnic Bulgarian root” of the whole population, including 
the Turks. Pursued ruthlessly in a period of four years, those poli-
cies led ultimately to a deadlock and to the gradual international 
isolation of the regime. The � rst open protests of the Turkish com-
munity in May 1989 were repressed violently at the cost of human 
losses. Thereafter, the Communist Party decided to get rid of as 
many Bulgarian Turks as possible by orchestrating a nationalistic 
euphoria which incited the exodus of more than 320 000 of them 
to neighboring Turkey. The political and economic impact of those 
events contributed in decisive way to the collapse of the totalitar-
ian system in the country.  

Wishing to commemorate the perpetrated ethnic repression and 
to foster the debate, CAS organized a Round Table dedicated to 
this fault line in recent Bulgarian history. The discussion was held 
on 18 January 2019 and gathered nearly 30 scholars. The book 
collects eleven selected presentations from the conference.

CONTENTS

Roumen Avramov: Retrospective Approaches to Violence

History as Ideology

Stefan Dechev: Bulgarian Historiography and the Proto-Ideology 

of the So-Called  Revival Process

Rumen Petrov:  Understanding the ‘Spontaneous Support From Below’ 

of  ‘The Revival Process’

 Watersheds

Lilyana Aleksandrieva, 

Deyan Kyuranov:  The Bulgarianisation of Bulgaria (1984 – 1985)

Tomasz Kamusella: Words Matter: Between Politics and Objectivity

Momchil Metodiev:  On Some Indirect, Yet Long-Term Consequences 

of ‘The Revival Process’

Memory, Trauma, Guilt

Evgenia Ivanova: ‘The Revival Process’ in Collective Memory

Zeynep Zafer:  Revelations about the Tragic Past: 

The Victims’ Anti-Assimilatory Fiction 

Lyubomir Pozharliev:  Trauma/Guilt in the Memories of ‘The Revival Process’: 

Coping Strategies 

Antony Todorov: Did We Learn Our Lesson from ‘The Revival Process’?

Back in Time, Aside in Space

Wolfgang Höpken: Beyond  ‘Ethnic Cleansing ‘: The Emigration of Turks 

and Muslims from the Balkans in a Historical Perspective

Roumen Avramov 
(Ed.)
The Forced Assimilation 
of Turks in Bulgaria, 
1984–1989: 
Re� ections on Its Ideology, 
History and Consequences
CAS, 2019
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C A S
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2019

January

10 January 2019
CAS Discussion Series
Policies of the Rule of Law
Assoc. Prof. Martin Belov: Challenges to the Rule of Law and 
Democracy Engendered by Globalisation

17 January 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Viviana Iacob: Socialist Internationalists: Romanian Theatre 
Practitioners during Détente (1955–1975)

18 January 2019
Round-Table Discussion
The “Revival Process” in Bulgaria (1984–1989): Looking Back

February

07 February 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Avishek Ray: The Vicissitude of Orientalism: On the 
Myth(i� cation) of the Indian Origin of the Romani 

March

07 March 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Volodymir Kulikov: Images from the Social History of Company 
Towns in the Donbas

13 March 2019
Advanced Academia Public Lecture
Assoc. Prof. Stefan Dechev: Nikolai Genchev (1931–2000) 
– Between Nationalism and Liberalism, Between Power and 
Dissidence, Pseudoscience and Science

14 March 2019
CAS Guest Lecture Series
Prof. Bissera Pentcheva: Ephemeral Liveliness in Medieval Art: Gold 
Relief, Chant, and the Eucharistic Rite 

20 March 2019
Advanced Academia Public Lecture
Dr Alexander Panayotov: Jews and Samaritans in Early Byzantium

27 March 2019
Advanced Academia Public Lecture
Dr Anastasia Cholakova: Economy and Technology of Late 
Antiquity: A View from Serdica 

April 

4 April 2019
Fellow Seminar
Prof. Elissaveta Moussakova: Scribes, Letters and Ornaments in 
Bulgarian Medieval Manuscripts of the Apostolos: On Case Studies 
of Thirteenth and Fourteenth Century

11 April 2019
Advanced Academia Public Lecture
Dr Neda Deneva: Return Migration of Health Professionals and the 
Transformation of Medical Practice in the Field of Maternal and 
Child Health in Bulgaria

17 April 2019
Advanced Academia Public Lecture
Dr Nikola Venkov: Con� ict and Conviviality at the Women’s Market

18 April 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Shaban Darakchi: Emergence and Development of LGBTQ 
Activism and the Anti-LGBTQ Movements in Post-Soviet Bulgaria

24 April 2019
Advanced Academia Public Lecture
Dr Katerina Kokinova: Vladimir Nabokov and his Politics of (Un)
Reading

May

02 May 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Hristo Hristozov: Ecology of Religious Shift in the Ottoman 
Mountains: Long-term Environmental Changes, Social 
Transformations and Conversion to Islam in the Nevrokop District, 
15th – 18th C.

08 May 2019
Advanced Academia Public Lecture
Dr Krassimir Terziev: Image De-formations in Computational 
Photography

16 May 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Adeiza Isiaka: Metrolanguages and Ethnicities: Rethinking 
Africa’s Urban Languages

30 May 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Ewa Stanczyk: From Holocaust Survivors to Soldiers: the 
Haganah Recruitment in Eastern Europe (1946–1949)
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June

06 June 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Alexey Pamporov: Socio-Legal Study of Asylum Refusals in 
Bulgaria

20 June 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr. Philip Rance: Aristocratic Libraries and Book Culture in the Late 
Byzantine Empire: The Case of the Leontarai Family

October 

02 October 2019
Opening of the New Academic Year 2019/2020

04 October 2019
CAS International Workshop: 
Recent Research on the Greater War in Eastern Europe (1912–
1923)

18–20 October 2019
Third Workshop of the Monastic Economy Network: Does Monastic 
Economy Matter? Religious Patterns of Economic Behaviour

24 October 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Evguenia Davidova: Dutiful Nurses: War, Public Health, and 
Gender in Southeast Europe (1878–1941)

November 

07 November 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Ivaylo Nachev: The Politics of Street Names: Naming and 
Renaming Public Spaces in the Bulgarian Capital City of So� a, 
1878–2018

14 November 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Svetoslava Toncheva: Living with or versus Nature? Mitigation of 
Human-Bear Con� icts as a Bridge towards “Politics of Conviviality” 

21 November 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Stoyan Shivarov: Lost Pages: (Ottoman) Turkish Language 
Periodicals in Bulgaria (1878–1944). Muslim Tradition versus 
Nationalism

December 

05 December 2019
Fellow Seminar
Dr Martin Belov: Constitutional Semiotics. Theory of Imaginative, 
Visual and Emotional Discourses in Constitutional Law

06 December 2019
CAS International Workshop: 
Balkan Armies and Balkan Societies: Militarisation, Securitisation, 
Transformation, 1804–1912
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