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The overall commitment of CAS is

to generate and disseminate
knowledge as well as improve
standards of learning

in the Social Sciences and

the Humanities.

By offering individual scholarships
to prominent scholars from Bulgaria,
Southeast Europe, and further
abroad and by running
autonomous group and regional
projects, CAS aims to create
institutional conditions conducive
to independent research,
intellectual creativity

and dialogue on

a national

and regional scale.
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The Centre for Advanced Study in Sofia (CAS) is an independent non-
profit institution set up for the promotion of advanced scholarship and
academic cooperation. It provides financial and institutional support for
post-doctoral research and for research programmes in the Humanities
and the Social Sciences.

The idea of creating a small ‘centre of academic excellence’ in Sofia draws
upon the traditions and the practices of the Institutes for Advanced Study
in the US and Europe. CAS has emerged in response to specific na-
tional and regional context-generated needs, especially the drastically di-
minished influence of academia in the public sphere and the lack of intel-
lectual agency to carry out authoritative critical self-reflection in the soci-
eties of the region. In the context of European integration, on the other
hand, the Southeast-European countries need to develop a new regional
network for academic and intellectual co-operation and facilitate their re-
gional and European opening. There is thus a clear need to foster the
production of knowledge and innovative ideas about the region as a step
towards a fundamental reconsideration of the notion of European belonging.
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The NEXUS Research Project

NEXUS began as part of a larger framework project called
‘Blue Bird’, initiated by the Center for Liberal Strategies

in Sofia and aimed at constructing a coherent intellectual
vision for the future of the Balkans through local and
international debate about positive common opportuni-
ties for the region.

The NEXUS team is profoundly grateful to the bodies whose
generosity has made the project possible and helped its subse-
quent development. NEXUS is funded by a grant from

the Volkswagen Foundation (VolkswagenStiftung),
Germany, channeled through

the Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin to

the Center for Liberal Strategies in Sofia,

and by additional grants from
the European Cultural Foundation (ECF) and

the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study (NIAS).
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HOW TO
THINK ABOUT
THE BALKANS:

CULTURE,
REGION,
IDENTITIES

Designed originally as one of the research groups of Blue
Bird - the ‘Southeast European (SEE) Identity group’,
NEXUS began with five Senior Fellows, experts in history,
cultural history, literary criticism, anthropology, sociology
and economic history. However, NEXUS then grew au-
tonomously and now has 22 Fellows: é Senior Fellows,
14 Associate Fellows and 2 Distant Associate Fellows from
Bulgaria, Greece, Romania, Turkey and Serbia.

NEXUS studies Regional Identity in Southeast Europe. It
tries fo answer questions such as: How to think about the
Balkans: as a culture, a region, or a cluster of identities?
How much, if at all, under what historical circumstances,
and in what cultural and social forms have the inhabit-
ants of this region felt they belong to the same commu-
nity (culturally, anthropologically, historically, politically)2
To what extent, under what conditions, have they rejected
common belonging and shared no consciousness of col-
lectiveidentity?

The NEXUS scholars are thus re-thinking the history, or
rather histories, of the region — in their diversity and com-
monality. Using anthropological, sociological, historical
and hermeneutic methods, they study intellectual and
political debates, education systems, lifestyles, cultural,
military and economic histories, and map the controver-
sial interaction of various identity patterns (local, national,
regional, confessional, occidental, oriental, global, etc.).
Their ultimate goal is to answer a crucial question con-
cerning the future of the region: What kind of SEE iden-
tity/ies is/are possible?

In administrative terms, the project is managed by its Re-
search Coordinator (Convenor) — Dr. Alexander Kiossev
of Sofia University and hosted by the Centre for Advanced
Study in Sofia. In academic terms, Prof. Maria Todorova,
of Southern lllinois University at Urbana-Champaign, acts
as Research Advisor. The project is supervised by
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin.




NEXUS

Vintila
Mihailescu,

Professor of
Anthropology,
Headperson, National
School of Political
Sciences and
Administration,
Bucharest,

Romania

How About
Common
Positive Thinking
on the Balkans?

When I started coming to Sofia every month
as a senior fellow of the Nexus team, some of
my colleagues at the University, knowing that
I am ‘well-connected’ (with Western universi-
ties, that is), began to wonder: “What’s a nice
guy like you doing in a place like this?’ It took
them six months to come up with a ‘plausible
reason’: | must have, they surmised, a Bulgar-
1an girlfriend and Nexus was just an excuse to
conceal my romance! Another possible reason,
money, seemed much less convincing to them:
one could have similar financial rewards in
better locations, they reasoned.

At about the same time I participated in
another project called ‘Balkan Neighbors’,
monitoring the images of Balkan countries in
other Balkan countries’ national newspapers.
We found almost exclusively stories of an EU-
membership marathon accompanied by com-
mentaries estimating the chances of, say, Bul-
garia or Romania to arrive in Brussels first,
written 1n a spirit far from the ideal of fair play.

A final anecdote: | was preparing for a trip
to Skopje for a possible joint project with the
university there. At the office, a young colleague
wondered ironically: ‘But do they have a uni-
versity there?’ By contrast, at home, my aged
father, a physician, drew me a map and told
me about the features of the landscape and
monuments | would see on my way, and the
people I would meet. He has never been to
Skopje, but this information was as much part
of his general knowledge and culture as infor-
mation about the museums of Paris or the
monuments of Rome.

And yet, here | am, in the second year of
my Nexus ‘love story’. Why? My initial rea-
sons for becoming involved with Nexus were
more or less the following: First, I believe that
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for a Romanian social scientist trying to un-

derstand his own society, the Balkans are an
inevitable frame of reference; second, attitudes
towards this important frame of reference vary
between overt or furtive lack of interest, and
complacent, gentle ignorance; third, current
social life can not be approached solely in terms
of absent social standards to be pursued - much
too frequently the case when scrutinizing the
Balkan countries. One cannot think of one’s
culture in terms of gaps: identifying with a miss
can be but a mess!

Does this mean that Nexus is a solution to
all these problems, and to other similar prob-
lems not mentioned here? No. And I do not
think it should attempt that. What, then, makes
it meaningful? My reply is in the following brief
statements: Nexus 1s not a ‘think tank’, work-
ing out solutions for the Balkans, but an intel-
lectual community trying to re-phrase and re-
formulate problems of Balkan life, as part of a
more general effort to face what has been often
termed the ‘crisis of representing society’, the
Balkans being just a particularly delicate case
in point. Nexus 1s — and should be — a space of
common positive thinking about the Balkans,
undertaken by committed but not emotionally
biased scholars.

The word ‘positive’ here does not refer to
value judgements. It implies scrutiny of actu-
ally existing subject matter as distinct from wish-
ful expectations or unfortunate gaps. ‘Common’
is also important in this statement, meaning a
collective effort of people having something in
common and willing to take a closer and criti-
cal look at it. This is precisely what my experi-
ence with Nexus has been so far: a team of
scholars helping each other while scrutinizing
their own object of interest to see it in a more
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nuanced and adequate way. Further, sharing
comments and debates on each individual pre-
sentation but also producing ‘team presenta-
tions’ is a way of finally shaping a common
language, i.e. a jointly (re)formulated way of
representing Balkan societies.

Atfter this short confession about why I am
in Nexus, | have to come now to a final point:
what am 1 doing here?

As an anthropologist, I am used to stick to
fieldwork. This time — and in this context — [
decided to step back from my current work and
reflect on what more than a century of ‘domes-
tic fieldwork’ (known as ethnography and folk-
lore) has generated as knowledge about Ro-
mania and, in a way, imposed as an image of
Romanian ‘specificity’.

There are many reasons for undertaking
such a critical history of what I call ‘diffuse
ethnology’ in Romania. First, it is because a
young discipline, such as ethnology in Roma-
nia and other Balkan countries, has to become
aware of its own past in order to continue its
development (cf. Bausinger’s work on German
Volkskunde). But this ethnology has not devel-
oped just as an academic discipline; it has
evolved into what Stocking calls a ‘nation-build-
ing ethnology’. Thus, second, it is interesting
to study how this evolution happened. Finally,
ethnology is also fruitfully examined as the ex-
pression of a larger ideology that we can call
‘Folklorism’. Related to, but not overlapping
with, Traditionalism, Folklorism is a distinct
member of a certain family of —isms including
Primitivism, Orientalism, Balkanism and so on.
Reacting to all these projections of the origi-
nal, distant or close Other as difference,
Folklorism is a discourse about the Self as speci-
ficity, constructing this specificity as a source
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Project Parade: NEXUS

of local origin — and thus originality: perceived
difference in space is re-cast as a claim of pri-
ority in time. Taking a closer look at this social
construction may help us understand better the
way nations - Romanians and, of course, oth-
ers — use their past, each in their own manner,
to build their present identity and (re)act ac-
cording to it. Thus, a history of ‘diffuse eth-
nology’ in Romania is one case study in the
issue of Balkan identity.

How did I come to this topic? Due to a
very Balkan experience!

I was in Plovdiv, teaching a class at the
Balkan Summer University. | mentioned sarmi
(stuffed vine leaves) as a metonymy for Balkan
ethnic identities. One day, we were served
sarmi in the canteen and a young Slovene doc-
toral student exclaimed: ‘Look, we have sarmi
for lunch!” After a closer look, she said, disap-
pointed: ‘But these are not real sarmi!’

Ever since, I have been wondering how a
sarma can be more or less ‘real’. And further,
what is the difference between a ‘real’ sarma
and a ‘good’ sarma? It seems trivial, does it
not? But the seemingly trivial fact has a long
(hi)story behind it, and is the result of a pro-
cess of social construction of a genuine national
marker. It is this process that deserves closer
scrutiny. In a way, my main aim in my current
project is to deconstruct the sarma. ‘Diffuse
ethnology’ in Romania is a case I know well,
and a case study that can help us understand
sarma-making processes in the Balkans.

‘current social life can
not be approached
solely in terms of
absent social stan-
dards to be pursued -
much too frequently
the case when
scrutinizing the Balkan
countries. One cannot
think of one’s culture in
terms of gaps:
identifying with a miss

can be but a mess!’




Project Parade: WEXTS

An interview

with Dr. Alexander
Kiossev, Associate
Professor of Cultural
Studies at Sofia
University, Academic
Director of CAS and
Nexus Convenor.

We are trying to do
research that does not
necessarily consider its
supreme value to be
the nation, its historical
development, its
emancipation, its own
exalted cultural
tradition. We are
interested in the
‘horizontal’ dimension,
thesimilarities
between nations and
between minorities, the
shifting maps of
cultural identity in the
Balkans, rather than in
invoking the same
national cultural values
ad infinitum.
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NEXUS

and the Complex
|dentities of People
in Central

and Southeast
Europe

Dr. Kiossev, what is the issue at the heart of
the Nexus Project?

It is an attempt to change the ‘value horizon’ —
the guiding values - of research in the fields of
history, literary and cultural history, anthro-
pology, sociology and others. Many of these
disciplines developed in the 19% century as part
of a nationalist agenda typical of young nations;
they were inscribed in the institutions of na-
tionhood and slotted into corresponding de-
partments. The nationalist approach to their
subject matter is thus part of their very struc-
ture. By forming an interdisciplinary and in-
ternational team, Nexus is trying to change
these defaults in the agendas of the humani-
ties. We are trying to do research that does not
necessarily consider its supreme value to be the
nation, its historical development, its emanci-
pation, its own exalted cultural tradition. We
are interested in the ‘horizontal’ dimension, the
similarities between nations and between mi-
norities, the shifting maps of cultural identity
in the Balkans, rather than in invoking the same
national cultural values ad infinitum. It is a
change of perspective that, we hope, will have
some radical consequences.

Centre for
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Precisely what radical consequences do you

envisage then?

Well, in academic research the ‘radical conse-
quences’ cannot be expected to go beyond
scholarly results: articles and books which ini-
tiate scholarly debate. The nearest goal is to
produce a series of individual studies united
by a methodological framework and examin-
ing the network of dynamic identities covering
the Balkans. The expected result is thus a se-
ries of publications that will generate discus-
sion in the respective academic fields. How-
ever, Nexus is also part of a larger structure, a
political project — Blue Bird — whose aim is to
create a positive political vision for the Balkans.
The authors of Blue Bird, Ivan Krustev and
his co-workers, including ourselves, believe that
thus far Western discourse on the Balkans has
been dominated by negative concepts — not only
stigmatizing concepts, characteristic of the so-
called Balkanism, but also concepts of isola-
tion, encapsulation, security issues and other
implicitly negative terms. This leads to a defi-
cit of perspective, a shortage of visions about
the future of the Balkans. The Blue Bird
project consists of four groups — one studying
the role of the nation-state, the extent to which
it can be an agent of development, the issue of
the weak state that cannot actually exercise its
formal powers. A second group examines the
issue of social inclusion — of the existence of
underprivileged minorities and groups that have
to be drawn into the democratic process. The
third group studies opportunities for the eco-
nomic development of the Balkans as a region
— the extent to which there are common char-
acteristics and causes for the economic back-

wardness of the region, the possible models for
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describing, and mechanisms
for influencing, this eco-
nomic situation in order to
free up the region’s full eco-
nomic potential. The fourth
group studies the cultures,
traditions and identities in
the Balkans. The initial task
that Blue Bird gave the
Nexus scholars was to find
out whether a common
Balkan regional identity

was possible. As humanities
scholars, we decided that
this task was too reminiscent
of social engineering and
therefore our position in the Blue Bird
scheme would have to be productively
sceptical. We would not pose our ques-
tions and formulate our answers to nec-
essarily give a definitive reply to the
question whether such an identity is
possible. We would rather complicate
the issue and try to show the multitude
of points of view and the various pro-
jections of identities and acts of identi-
fication characteristic of the Balkans.
We would try to counter the cliché that
the Balkans are an obscure territory of
politically infantile anti-states always
hostile to one another and view the re-
gion as the arena of complex interac-
tion of people who feel they belong in
various places, groups, ethnicities, re-
ligions, cultures and historical tradi-
tions. This is perhaps the project’s prin-
cipal innovative idea — that the concept
of identity has to be replaced by the
concept of ‘acts of identification’, by a
description of the hidden, internally
contradictory dynamic of identities in
the Balkans, which are always linked
with geographical space. It is as if we
are drawing maps on a number of os-
cillating transparencies that are stacked
on top of one an other.

When you say ‘positive vision’ do you
mean the opposite of ‘negative’ or
do you refer to positive as ‘present’
rather than absent?

I mean, on the one hand, the presence

of specific goals such as a considered
system of specific recommendations to
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political elites. In addition to their schol-
arly publications, the individual
projects, Nexus included, and then
Blue Bird as a whole, have to produce
a concluding ‘policy paper’ to be of-
fered to the individual governments in
the region and to the European Union.
On the other hand, by ‘positive vision’
I also mean a vision of the future which
allows human existence in Southeast
Europe to feel dignified and purpose-
ful, a vision whereby belonging to this
part of Europe is not considered as a
stigma but rather as a chance. These
two tasks are equally important but dif-
ficult to combine.

So your skepticism towards Blue Bird
is constructive?

That is right, it is rather wariness to-
wards attempts at social and political
engineering. We, as sociologists, histo-
rians and anthropologists are aware of
the traps and problems involved, espe-
cially with such loaded heritage. The
slogan ‘Let’s forget the past’ is not
enough to make people forget the past.
And our answer to Blue Bird’s ques-
tion of whether a regional identity is
possible is neither “Yes’ nor ‘No’. It is
to offer a complex picture of the pro-
cesses of identification in the Balkans.
It is more important to show the diffi-
culties, the environment, to draw as
complete as possible a picture of the
cultural landscape, to enable the mak-
ing of informed political decisions tak-
ing into account the full complexity of
that landscape.

What is the project’s organizational
structure?

There are five (soon to become six)
senior fellows: Vintila Mihailescu,
Diana Mishkova, Slobodan Naumovic,
Roumen Avramov and myself. We are
to be joined by Prof. Halil Berktay from
Sabanci University in Istanbul. These
senior fellows work on three-year
projects. Every year we also appoint
six associate fellows on ten- or six-
month projects — four Bulgarians and
two from the region. The first associ-

NEXUS

ate fellows have already finished their
projects. For the second year, we man-
aged to secure two additional places —
one for a Bulgarian and one for a re-
gional fellow; we had so many excel-
lent applicants that Wissenschaftskolleg
zu Berlin assisted us in obtaining ad-
ditional funding. The success of Nexus
can be judged by the number of appli-
cations for regional fellows that we re-
ceived this time — fifteen in all. In the
end, we selected two brilliant projects
- those of Dr. Blagovest Zlatanov from
Sofia University of Ayse Parla, a
graduate student at New York Univer-
sity.

What is the exact role of the senior
fellows in the project?

As senior fellows, we have some ad-
ministrative duties to perform — we, for
instance, had to dismiss with regret two
fellows who simply did not do their
work. In academic discussion, however,
there are no seniors — there is demo-
cratic debate and all viewpoints are
permissible. At our sponsors’ request,
we have ‘tutoring’ — every younger fel-
low has a tutor from the senior team,
but this is rather an additional oppor-
tunity for intellectual communication
than an occasion for one-way instruc-
tion.

Could the relationships within Nexus
serve as any kind of a model for re-
lations between Balkan people?

This is not a goal of our project. We
are simply an individual team that has
its weaknesses and we cannot aspire to
be a model to anybody. But, to a cer-
tain extent, it could happen in prac-
tice. The differences between us in the
beginning, when Nexus had not yet
developed its own common language,
ethos and theoretical base, were much
greater than they are now. There were
frictions between the representatives of
different academic disciplines and dif-
ferent nations. Indeed, the need for an
individual scholar to adapt to the speci-
ficity of other nationalities and other
disciplines is one of the greatest chal-
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Project Parade: WEXTS

NEXUS and the Complex Identities of People in Central and Southeast Europe

‘there was great
enthusiasm in the
beginning, which is still
going strong, and
which makes Nexus
meetings hugely
enjoyable. They are
also an ‘anthropologi-
cal treat’, since the
Nexus team grew to
like each other and
now enjoy spending

time together’

lenges of Nexus. Yet there was great enthusi-
asm in the beginning, which is still going strong,
and which makes Nexus meetings hugely en-
joyable. They are also an ‘anthropological
treat’, since the Nexus team grew to like each
other and now enjoy spending time together.
Unlike other international teams, we meet in-
frequently and the available time is thus used
intensively for both formal and informal com-
munication. For instance, recently we held an
informal discussion of Balkan popular music
varieties: yugofolk, chalga, arabesque etc.

And yet the Nexus network came together
initially via Western academic networks?

This is symptomatic of one of the problems in
the Balkans. Anthropologically, Balkan cul-
tures are quite similar — similar body languages,
communicative habits, eating habits, dress
codes, home arrangements, and if there are dif-
ferences, they are regional rather than national,
for instance mountains vs. plains, the Mediter-
ranean vs. the Interior — differences that have
a map other than the national political map of
the Balkans. By contrast, the so-called ‘high’
cultures of the nation states, including
academia, have too few contacts and build dif-
ferent pictures of the Balkan neighbours. They

often communicate exclusively with imaginary
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or real ‘centres’ in Europe — a regrettable but
very real situation. | am no exception — for in-
stance, | know many more German than Greek
literary historians. We are trying to overcome
this asymmetry. True, since the Nexus team is
composed of established senior scholars, we
learned about each other from publications in
the principal international scholarly journals.
The nucleus of Nexus selected itself through
international reputation. The term “Western’
has lost its usefulness, but we did meet through
academic networks where people know who the
others in the field are.

What audience do you want to reach?

There are a number of levels of intended audi-
ence. First, we would like to attract a Bulgar-
ian intellectual and academic elite to the four
or five annual Nexus meetings. And I think
we are successful in that — people do come, get
involved and bring their own fresh viewpoints
uncontaminated by the project’s jargon, which
is quite useful. Beyond that, since most of our
fellows teach in universities and Nexus changes
their perspective, we indirectly reach their stu-
dents. With the final publications, we shall try
to influence an anonymous wider academic
debate, and with the policy paper — politicians
and decision-makers.

Do you want to reach nationalists and have
you ever been accused of unpatriotic
behaviour?

I do not know that it is possible to influence
directly such an audience. We often study na-
tionalist arguments, and know how closed, te-
leological and impenetrable they can be. Con-
sequently we do not expect to have any direct
impact on ‘patriotic’ pseudo-intellectuals; in-
stead, I hope we shall influence the atmosphere
of public debate and thus have an indirect im-
pact on such circles. We have never been ac-
cused of unpatriotic behaviour; fortunately, in
Bulgaria extreme nationalism is very marginal
and has never claimed a more central role in
the public debate.
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What are the most bizarre projects
in Nexus?

There are many what I would call origi-
nal projects: for instance, those by Petya
Kabakchieva, Tanya Chavdarova, and
Vintila Mihailescu. Tania Chavdarova,
for example, studies to what extent the
business mentality of small entrepre-
neurs is similar in Bulgaria, Turkey and
Macedonia. Petya Kabakchieva stud-
ies the artificial formation of small re-
gions which symbolically secede from
the nation state and develop a special
local identity not without the help of
NGO elites working on European
projects and funded from Europe. Such
elites have an interest in representing,
say, the Rhodope Mountain as a dis-
tinct region different from both Bulgaria
and Greece. It is very difficult to tell
the extent to which such Euro-
Rhodopes are a fact or an ideological
construct.

Or take Ilia Iliev’s project, ‘Price and
Prejudice’, which examines the way
people are forced by poverty to buy sec-
ond-hand clothes but discern symbolic
hierarchical geographies in the clothes
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they buy, e.g. by paying attention to
whether these are Western, Bulgarian
or Turkish in origin.

What does ‘territorialising of culture’
mean in the Nexus jargon?

This is the perception of a bond be-
tween a certain land and a certain cul-
ture, a bond seen as eternal, original,
existing by default. This makes cultures
seem almost natural. Of course, we
oppose this perception, since it is a tool
of colonial symbolic power whereby
some regions of Europe are stigmatized
and declared unfit for culture.

What is the difference between
Nexus and the Identity Reader, the
two main projects of the Centre for
Advanced Study?

There are two major differences. First,
the Identity Reader has a very well de-
fined specific editorial goal — to pro-
duce a huge collection of nation-build-
ing texts with commentary that views
them objectively from a critical distance.
The final product of Nexus, on the
other hand, is not nearly as clear-cut.

NEXUS

Nexus consists of over twenty-five case
studies in different fields by different
scholars having their own approaches
and viewpoints. Ultimately, these case
studies have to be combined into a
larger picture, and to this end we have
prepared methodological guidelines to
ensure they are compatible and do not
scatter into a chaotic mosaic. This pic-
ture, however, will only emerge towards
the end of the project.

The second difference is that the Iden-
tity Reader is thematising high cultures
whereas Nexus studies a variety of ‘acts
of identification’ across borders. We are
trying to show that where we ordinarily
see Romanians, Greeks, Bulgarians or
Albanians, the actual reality is of
people with extremely complex cultural
characteristics, with oscillating ideas of
cultural identity. I.e. Nexus challenges
the very concepts of ‘region’ and ‘iden-
tity’ by tackling the problematic points
in acts of identification — cases of cul-
tural fault-lines, of multiple, diffuse,
blurred, overlapping, cross-border
identification.

Interviewed by The Editor

‘By concentrating on how to reflect on South-
east European or Balkan identity, the Sofia
Academic Nexus project addresses one of the
more important factors that can affect proc-
esses of integration into Europe, namely the
construction of a trans-subjectively acceptable
self-image. What the Balkans/Southeast
Europe can become, and probably will be in
the future, depends to a large extent on the
idea of collective identity that the local
populations themselves possess and/or are in

the process of creating.’

Slobodan Naumovic
NEXUS Senior Fellow




Dr. Diana
Mishkova

Associate Professor

of History,

Faculty of History,
Sofia University,
Executive Director

of CAS and

Identity Reader Project
Supervisor

... this project

is not an attempt to
invalidate the indi-
vidual national
cultures. It is an
attempt to transcend
them. It aims to
highlight similar
cultural patterns and
cultural spaces

in the region.

The Identity Reader

The Youthful Network

Regional Identity Discourses
in Central and Southeast Europe

1775-1945

A New Non-Nationalist Vision
of a Common Cultural Heritage

The scarcity of academic communication
in the region of Central and Southeast Europe
has long been recognised. It is commonly, and
rightly, attributed to the lack of institutional
structures of cooperation. Underlying it, how-
ever, is a deeper deficit: the absence of unified
frameworks of reference and interpretations of
national narratives to enable comparisons be-
tween cultural phenomena of the different cul-
tures in the region and create a ‘common lan-
guage’ for describing the common and the spe-
cific traits of these traditions. Nation-state-cen-
tred narratives still dominate the way people
talk about their past and heritage. National
cultures are still discussed through fundamen-
tal texts and ideas, seen as a unique repository
of the national character and the nation’s ‘es-
sence’. Self-centred national imaginations, as-
serting the specificity and uniqueness of these
canonical national cultures, still inform collec-
tive identities and political doctrines.

It is against this national insularity that the
‘Regional Identity Discourses’ project has de-
fined its ambitious target: to create and indeed
legitimate a non-nationalist, or perhaps a su-
pra-national, vision of a common cultural her-
itage; a different way of talking about this her-
itage, a new language for discussing a com-
mon regional identity, a framework of interpre-
tation that will enable us to critically examine
our received world-view and sense of belong-
ing. The project, in other words, seeks to cre-
ate a regional narrative, an interpretative syn-
thesis, for Central and Southeast Europe.

It must be emphasised that this project is
not an attempt to invalidate the individual na-
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tional cultures. It is an attempt to transcend
them. It aims to highlight similar cultural pat-
terns and cultural spaces in the region. Rather
than obliterating specific political and cultural
identities, it proposes to examine them against
the background of a shared or rejected regional
identity (the ‘regional canon’) and consequently
make them mutually accessible and heuristically
commensurate. T his is where the high symbolic
meaning of the initiative resides.

The Identity Reader

How can such a regional narrative be con-
structed? One possible answer, proposed by
the Identity Reader project, is: by compiling,
selecting and editing an authoritative and rep-
resentative collection of fundamental texts that
have contributed to, and/or reflected upon, the
formation of various narratives of regional iden-
tity in Central and Southeast Europe. This
collection, the so-called Identity Reader, will
eventually be arranged into two volumes of 550-
600 pages each. Geographically, the project
covers a vast range of different cultures - from
Turkey and Greece in the south-east to Aus-
tria and Poland in the north-west, including
Bulgaria, the former Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
Romania, the former Yugoslavia and Albania.
Essentially, this is the area of the Habsburg
and the Ottoman post-imperial heritage.

Text selection is based on a number of con-
siderations. Some texts are included because
the respective national narrative is based upon
them, others because they are discussions of,
or reflections upon, the national narrative. Yet
others never became part of the cultural main-
stream but offered alternatives to the canonical
texts and can thus be considered paradigmatic
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(for instance, the regional confederation projects).
Their uniform treatment is pursued by way of
elaborating a questionnaire on each text, used then
as a register in the process of selecting the texts
and writing the introductions to them.

The selected texts are arranged thematically
in a way that highlights their similarities and
differences; indeed, one of the criteria for in-
clusion is the extent to which one text’s con-
tents can illuminate and complement the other
texts. They are grouped into broad chronologi-
cal units or ‘meta-discourses’: Late Enlighten-
ment (emergence of the modern ‘National
Idea’), National Romanticism (formation of
national movements) and Modernism (crea-
tion of nation states). The last section contains
a separate subsection on Anti-modernism, con-
centrating mainly on the radical ideologies of
the inter-war period. Within the thematic units,
various aspects of identity-construction are ana-
lysed, such as symbolic geography, symbolic
representation of the community, images of the
past and the production of cultural markers (i.e.
national language or national character) as well
as the images of the Other and the production
of identity in religious and nationalist contexts
— domains that themselves exhibit revealing
similarities, notably in the relationship between
nationalism and state-making. Each thematic-
chronological unit will be introduced by a
prominent expert on the region and the period
in question. The texts are accompanied by short
commentaries, pointing out the most important
specific traits of the respective discourse and
locating it in a comparative regional framework.
Last, a multilingual glossary of key terms such
as ‘nation’, ‘community’, ‘state’, ‘kinship’, and
‘tradition’ will highlight differences in their lo-
cal usage in the region’s variety of cultures.

My own role in the elaboration of this am-
bitious scheme has been one of an external su-
pervisor and advisor. But more than anything
else, I have seen my involvement as that of a
partner in an open and equal negotiation over
the principles and material of a co-operative
endeavour. From that involvment, | am learn-
ing more than I am contributing. The mixture
of institutional responsibility and scholarly se-
duction which ties me to this project has
strengthened a prior conviction: that, in the con-
temporary state of our disciplines, vigorous
pursuit of one’s own research often entails sus-
tained efforts at creating contexts where it can
be shared and informed by those of other gen-
erations and disciplines.
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The Reader’s Practical Significance

The Reader will be very useful as a univer-
sity textbook for a variety of disciplines rang-
ing from literary history and cultural studies to
political science and nationalism studies. The
universities in Central and Southeast Europe
are its most obvious beneficiaries and potential
users. As a university teacher in modern and
contemporary Balkan history, I can bear out
the need for a ‘reader’ of this kind on two counts
- as a compendium of ‘nationally’ as well as of
‘regionally’ representative identity-building
texts. In Western institutions of higher educa-
tion, the Reader could be used for, say, courses
in Southeast European Studies, where it would
help to ‘normalise’ this long-marginalised and
exoticised field.

Equally important is the Reader’s
‘paideistic’ value. The project was devised and
developed largely by young Central and South-
east European scholars, most of whom are still
working on their doctoral theses. For them, the
Reader has provided a rare opportunity to soar
academically. The intellectual challenge and
responsibility has motivated them strongly and
led to their rapid professional growth. In a few
brief months, they have transformed their re-
search agendas, their way of approaching is-
sues, the questions they ask themselves, their
perspective on their own academic and cultural
traditions. Through the Identity Reader, the
team developed an invaluable combination of
skills necessary for pursuing hard empirical
research and comparative and theoretical
knowledge needed to turn their approach to
‘regional studies’ into professional social-sci-
ence discourse. For many of the team members

The Identity Reader

Equally important is
the Reader’s
‘paideistic” value. The
project was devised
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Southeast European
scholars, most of
whom are still working
on their doctoral
theses. For them, the
Reader has provided a
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Diana Mishkova

participation and ‘schooling’ in this
collective work — of comparative analy-
sis, methodology, structural organiza-
tion and negotiation - has opened much
broader scholarly perspectives and ca-
reer avenues.

To mention them by name, the
project started with a ‘core group’ of
five young scholars from Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary

The Identity Reader

The Special Ethos
of the Identity Reader Team

However, these are more than a
group of rapidly developing individu-
als — to me, what is so special about
the Identity Reader project is the pe-
culiar alchemy of the Team. These

young scholars have formed a team of
remarkable efficiency and ideological

and Romania, who had been working
together for one year already: Dr.
Boyan Manchev (New Bulgarian
University, Sofia), Marius Turda
(Central European University, Buda-
pest), Balazs Trencsényi (Central Eu-
ropean University, Budapest), Michal
Kopeéek (Charles University,
Prague), Vangelis Kechriotis (Univer-
sity of Athens). The research team was
extended on several occasions and now
includes: Maciej Gérny (Poland),
Funda Soysal and Giinhan Bérekgi
(Turkey), Ildiko Erdei (Serbia),
Anatol Schwed-Kowarzik (Austria),
Nikola lordanovski (Macedonia) and
Pavol Lukae (Slovakia).

| Centre for Advanced Study

coherence, despite their widely differ-
ing cultural backgrounds. Having for-
mulated a consensual vision, they are
working together on achieving it and
they have proved themselves capable of
easily initiating new members into their
team’s atmosphere. This atmosphere
of friendship, curiosity, mutual support
and intellectual stimulation is perhaps
the project’s most valuable asset: it en-
sures that the research group is capa-
ble of yielding a coherent, well-inte-
grated and congruent text collection
and textual interpretation out of diver-
gent cultural, educational and discipli-
nary backgrounds.

To sum up, the Identity Reader has
so far been an invaluable experience,
showing how much can be achieved
through teamwork in the Humanities
and the Social Sciences. It has taught
us that the comparative method thrives

in Sofia

The Youthful Network Regional Identity Discourses in Central and Southeast Europe 1775-1945

when there is close personal contact —
when researchers are engaged in in-
tense intellectual exchange and
intercultural communication on several
levels: that of their national educational
models, national historiographies, and
local perspectives on cultural and in-
tellectual movements. This is the phi-
losophy inspiring the activities of the
Centre for Advanced Study, the host-
ing organization of the project and of
its attending meetings. Accordingly, we
view bright graduate students not only
as future academics in their own right,
but also as full and legitimate partners
in a common project of knowledge.

Needless to say, none of the above
would have taken place without the gen-
erous support of our sponsor — the Prince
Bernhard Cultural Foundation, with the
liaison of the Netherlands Institute for
Advanced Study. Not only did they pro-
vide the opportunity for creating this unu-
sual network, but their recent grant to
help the expert English translation of the
text collection will make many of the
internationally-unknown ‘classic’ dis-
courses of the region accessible to a wider
academic public and enable the comple-
tion of the project with a body of text ready
for publication. I would like to use this
opportunity to extend to the Prince
Bernhard Cultural Foundation and
NIAS my warmest thanks for their
bold and insightful decision to support
this project, involving as it does young
rather than established scholars. The
youthful academic network they have
helped create is definitely worth it — it
1s an innovative and precious contribu-
tion to the intellectual life and future of
Central and Southeast Europe. The
peculiar alchemy of the Identity Reader
Team could not have developed with-
out the opportunity for these young peo-
ple to meet regularly, work together and
invest in what they regard to be a project
— and a mission - of their own. Thank
you all very much!

Diana Mishkova
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historian and Ph.D.
Candidate at the
Department of History,
Central European
University in Budapest.
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Boyan Manchev and
Baldazs Trencsényi on
the Origins,

Outcomes and
Ambitions of

the Identity Reader .

How did you conceive the idea for the Iden-
tity Reader?

Boyan: It evolved logically from the academic
growth of a group of young scholars from Cen-
tral and Southeast Europe who met for the first
time at the Summer University in Plovdiv in
1999. We discovered that we had in common
a lot more than we expected: similar attitudes
towards our work, shared fields of research,
and thus a potential for co-operation we could
build on. The Identity Reader project focused
this shared intellectual energy. The specific idea
was born at the next Summer University.

Balazs: Our collective epiphany happened
on a dilapidated bus taking Marius Turda,
Vangelis Kechriotis, Boyan and myself to
Koprivshtitsa on a day-trip. We discovered that
each nation in the region seemed to have a turn-
of-the-century text ridiculing the adoption, by
local people, of undigested fragments of West-
ern civilisation — for instance Aleko
Konstantinov’s ay anyo or Voynikov’s

ri orazbranata si ilizatsiya [Civilisation
Misunderstood], or Caragiale’s texts. We
thought that there ought to be a collection of
such texts, and the same evening we sat at
Vangelis’s computer and developed a proposal
to create a framework for interaction and com-
parative research.

For me, personally, in many ways the story
began further back in time: intellectually, I was
growing towards some such project ever since
my years in the Invisible College, an intensely
intellectually-competitive endeavour in the mid-
1990s. Apart from comparing Hungarian in-
tellectual history to the usual Central Euro-

pean context, | was becoming increasingly in-
terested in Romanian dilemmas of collective
identity. With the help of Sorin Antohi, whom
I met at a conference in France, [ spent some
time in Bucharest in 1996 as a visiting scholar,

where I met Marius Turda and discovered that
we had common ways of looking at our ‘com-
mon pasts’. The following year Marius organ-
ized a workshop in Bucharest presenting in-
terpretations of Romanian historical problems
by non-Romanian scholars to his former de-
partment and that is where we met Diana
Mishkova, almost completely by chance. It was
again clear from the very beginning that we
shared a common intellectual agenda.

The next summer we were invited to the
Plovdiv Summer University, chaired by Diana,
and one year later we returned as Teaching
Assistants. (I, for instance, offered a course
comparing national identity discourses in Hun-
gary and Romania.) We were faced with a strik-
ing lack of mutual knowledge about neighbour-
ing cultures on the part of our students from
the region — this made us increasingly commit-
ted to creating a network of people capable of
bridging such gaps.

What do you find most precious about this
project?

Boyan: First, the fact that it was a project
initiated by the very group that is carrying it
out - there are well-known difficulties in doing
independent international research on a re-
gional basis. An additional difficulty is that
collective projects are often pre-determined to
a considerable extent by a large international
institutional network setting an agenda you have
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Boyan Manchev and Balazs Trencsényi on the Origins, Outcomes and Ambitions of the Identity Reader.

‘The ‘craziest’ group
experience is when a
bunch of seemingly
insoluble dilemmas get
resolved over half and
hour’s discussion and
everybody is aston-
ished by the power of
thinking together and
finding practical
solutions to questions
that none of us
individually could have

dared to answer.’

‘maybe we will emerge
as a new generation
capable of teaching
comparative and really
contextually-aware
Central and Southeast

European history’

to follow. Of course, the existence of large-scale
projects sponsored by the European Union and
other bodies is extremely important, but prac-
tically almost always they are oriented towards
direct social and political results and can be a
straightjacket for independent and autonomous
academic strategies. Projects initiated by the
scholars themselves - ery young scholars
(mostly Ph.D. students) - are something quite
rare. The project’s inception coincided with the
birth of the Centre for Advanced Study, and
the Identity Reader turned into one of its main
projects, a fact which speaks volumes about the
ambitions and innovative strategies of the Cen-
tre itself.

Second, the fact that this international
project for building a collection of texts is con-
stantly trying to surpass its pragmatic aim, or
rather to create a firm methodological and theo-
retical foundation. I.e. we did not head directly
towards collecting the texts, as many have done
before, but decided to base our selection on a
theoretical vision which required study of the
complexities of some basic notions: identity,
canon, discourse etc.

Third, the model of interaction within the
group and its interior dynamics. The project
made us develop a successful model of self-regu-
lation. One of our biggest challenges has been
the fact that we, as participants, rarely meet
more often than once every three months, and
consequently we have engaged in electronic
communication every day in order to avoid al-
lowing the project to collapse into chaos. Every
member of the group has been assigned a spe-
cific function: external co-coordinator respon-
sible for integration of new members (IMichal),
archivist (Maciej), textual editor (Marius), ‘for-
eign minister’ (Vangelis), ‘contextual” editor
(Balazs), internal coordinator and glossary
editor (myself).

Why is the Identity Reader important for
Bulgaria, Hungary and Central and South-
east Europe as a whole?

Boyan: Because such a Reader simply does
not exist and has not been made before, and,
as Balazs said in the ‘myth of origin’ of the
project, we realized that the only ‘comic na-
tional representative’ figure from the region that

Centre for Advanced Study

in Sofia

we all knew was Svejk, but it turned out that
every other tradition had a similar type (e.g.
Bulgaria’s Bay Ganyo). Except for some liter-
ary historians, nobody had thought of explor-
ing this typological closeness. But beyond this
inspired case study, it turned out that every
genre and every ideological dimension has re-
gional similarities of this kind. That is not to
say that we pre-postulate the presence of simi-
larities, since often there aren’t any.

Ultimately, of course, this Reader will throw
light upon the mechanisms of constructing na-
tional identities but also upon nationalist ide-
ologies, which regrettably haven’t disappeared.
We challenge such nationalisms by making
them visible and transparent, by taking them
out into the open, by rationalizing the uncon-
scious of each of the region’s national tradi-
tions so open towards Western cultures yet
strangely closed towards their own neighbours.
We hope that the Reader will turn into a basic
collection for the whole region and will thus be
useful in a variety of contexts — from compara-
tive studies to the teaching of literature and
history.

Balazs: Itis meant to be an exemplary project,
creating a blueprint for other interactive-multi-
national research networks. When we launched
the idea for the Reader, we were hoping it
would be one of a growing number of similar
projects loosely connected on the common
ground of establishing a new pattern of research
in the region. As for the potential audience,
we would like the Reader to be accessible to as
many people as possible — therefore we are
thinking of having it printed in a very cheap
edition, even though we would probably gain
more both financially and in terms of prestige
from having it published as a prohibitively ex-
pensive luxury edition. It is very much a stu-
dent-oriented product, one that students in the
region should be able to afford. In producing
the work we have been trying to remain faith-
ful to the highest scholarly standards — for in-
stance, in choosing our partners we have been
‘as ‘elitist’ as possible - but we do not want to
make the product itself elitist in any way, we
are not ‘lost in hyperspace’, as it were.
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As for Hungary, there have been
scholarly traditions dealing with the
broader region in various ways. Con-
trary to some critiques, neither official
nor alternative histories were based on
a one-sided or exclusivist ‘Central-
Europeanist’ symbolic geographical
narrative. It is worth remembering that
between 1949 and 1990 Yugoslavia
was considered more “Western’ than
Hungary. This doesn’t mean, however,
that there was public and cultural
awareness of the similarities between
us and the ‘Others’ in Eastern Europe.
In any case, there is a pressing need
for relativising the asymmetric geopo-
litical constructions and rethinking the
place of our own culture in a dynamic
regional setting.

How well does the project fit your
academic career plans and teach-
ing workload?

Boyan: It has been a special challenge
to me, because I work on literary theory
and philosophy, while my friends and
colleagues are historians. This, by the
way, Is another important characteris-
tic of this project. It is not only interna-
tional but also interdisciplinary. The
others, although all historians, have
their own particular approaches to their
research (from nationalism studies, so-
ciology, or intellectual history). Our
interaction has been an interdiscipli-
nary ‘battle of the faculties’ that en-
riched all our theoretical inventories.
My current teaching has been influ-
enced a lot: whereas before I taught
only literary theory and philosophy of
art, since last semester I have been
teaching European Cultural History at
Sofia University and the New Bulgar-
ian University. The question has just
made me realise that this would not
have happened but for my participa-
tion in the Identity Reader.

Balazs: Of course, it means a lot of
extra work for us, but eventually it
makes us more academically marketable
and maybe we will emerge as a new
generation capable of teaching com-
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parative and really contextually-aware

Central and Southeast European his-
tory, thus transcending the limitations
of the more practical and policy-cen-
tred approach of Area Studies.

How did the Sabanci Conference in
Istanbul in July 2001 react to the
project?

Boyan: The presentation of the Iden-
tity Reader there was enacted: Vangelis
presented the history of the project, |
presented its theoretical underpinning,
Balazs, Marius and Michal presented
three files with case-study treatments
of specific texts. We introduced a game
element: everybody presented a file
from another’s national tradition thus
practically illustrating our grasp of each
other’s backgrounds. The audience did
not have any major criticisms, only posi-
tive commentaries. | think they enjoyed
the ‘show’.

Balazs: Our agenda for this Confer-
ence was also partly to extend our net-
work and recruit new people into the
project. We had the ambition of start-
ing an international intellectual network
extending from Poland to Turkey, and
we met many interesting people but

IDENTITY READER

eventually we realized our human limi-
tations and decided that for the time
being we would try to concentrate on
the Identity Reader. On the other
hand, we hope that this tradition will
be continued by the new Balkan Sum-
mer University.

How do you select your new associ-
ate participants? What procedure(s)
do you use?

Boyan: We have already built a net-
work of contacts throughout Europe
and overseas — a whole fan club! We
mobilize this network for finding suit-
able candidates. We make a long in-
vestigation, trying to ‘track down’ the
best possible participants. When we
have settled on somebody, we try to
meet them personally. Our selection
criteria have been quite rigorous so far:
we have looked for relatively young bril-
liant academics with a thorough knowl-
edge of their cultures and without na-
tionalist leanings.

What Bulgarian and Hungarian texts
respectively have already been se-
lected?

Boyan: First, canonical authors:
Paissiy, Chintoulov, Botev, Vazov,
Aleko Konstantinov. Second, authors
representative of what we call alterna-
tive projects, 1.e. national identity
projects that have been unsuccessful:
Petar Beron with his la ic  hiloso-
phy, Veda o ena by Verkovitch, Mod-

ernists such as Dimo Kyorchev, right-

wing thinkers such as Yanko Yanev or

Nayden Sheytanov.
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Boyan Manchev and Balazs Trencsényi on the Origins, Outcomes and Ambitions of the Identity Reader.

Balazs: In my case, of course, there
are ‘canonical’ works too - the ‘Easter
Article’ by Deék, the ‘National Song’
by Petéfi, the Enlightenment political
writings of Bessenyeli, or the neo-con-
servative historical narrative of Gyula
Szekfii. There are also texts that were
atypical and challenged the mainstream
discourse, e.g. the democratic populism
of Istvan Bibé, or the liberal multi-eth-
nic patriotism of Lajos Mocsary; and
there are texts that become especially
valuable because they are comparable
to discourses from other national tradi-
tions, like the federalist project of

Oszkar Jaszi.

How would you describe the team’s
ethos and the spirit of the Identity
Reader group?

Boyan: Dynamism, empathy. I
should stress the fact that from the very
beginning, interpersonal relations were
very important for the development of
this project. At the risk of sounding
pompous, [ have to say that intuitively
[ feel this is also a project for a new
type of community. Bal4zs, for instance,
insisted on the principle of our ‘com-
mon socialisation’, and the group will
undoubtedly go on to another common
project after the Identity Reader. We

are the first young generation from this

part of Europe to have the chance to
build such a transnational intellectual
community, and we will do our best not

to miss this chance.

Balazs: The ‘craziest’ group experi-
ence is when a bunch of seemingly in-
soluble dilemmas get resolved over half
and hour’s discussion and everybody
1s astonished by the power of thinking
together and finding practical solutions
to questions that none of us individu-
ally could have dared to answer.

What has the Centre for Advanced
Study given you professionally and
personally?

Boyan: All that has been said so far
of the Identity Reader applies to the
Centre as well. It is not only an admin-
istrative fixture but a really flexible lo-
cation for our activity. | believe it is pre-
cisely its welcoming informality that is
the most precious result of the huge in-
tellectual and emotional energy invested
by all the different people who make it
possible for the Centre to function.

Balazs: The Centre is its people. It
is an international but accessible com-
munity where it is very easy to talk and
meet quality people. What it is not is
an uninterested bureaucratic institution.

!Centre for Advanced Study in Sofia

[t is an institution, but a creatively in-
formal one and we appreciate that: it
adjusts very easily to specific individual
needs and agendas.

As a youthful team, what are your
relations with the senior scholars at
CAS?

Boyan: We are a peculiar type of
youthful team and senior scholars at
CAS are a peculiar type of senior
scholars. Obviously the relations be-
tween junior and senior scholars vary:
in some regional cultures, they are very
rigid. Members from these cultures
were quite astonished to see the infor-
mality of our communication at CAS.
The same applies to all CAS projects
- there has never been a hierarchical
barrier between scholars, although
some are more advanced in their aca-
demic careers. My communication with
them has been entirely friendly and free
of obstruction. Having said that, obvi-
ously the younger scholars know they
can learn much and ha e learned much
from their senior and more established
colleagues. In the Centre there has al-
ways been a general willingness to help
and not stint any energy in assisting the
others.

Balazs: For instance, Diana’s role in
the project is always dual — a friend
and a supervisor at the same time.

Do you feel you changed as a per-
son because of your participation in

the project?

Boyan: Everywhere I feel different.
In the Reader I am almostidentical.

Balazs: It makes us constantly rethink
our intuitions of both national
specificity and regional commonality.

Interviewed by The Editor
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Halil Berktay is
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of History at the
Faculty of Arts and
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Sabanci University of
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the NEXUS project on
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April 2002,
Professor Berktaywas
elected Senior Fellow
and will work on
Turkish nationalism
and its Balkan

implications.
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Halil Berktay on
CAS, the Balkan Summer

University and
Turkish Nationalism

Professor Berktay, how would you explain
the purpose and function of the Centre for
Advanced Study in Sofia to, say, an Ameri-
can colleague?

I would say it is a Centre set up by cutting-
edge humanities and social sciences scholars
in Sofia, in Bulgaria, with the purpose of cre-
ating a safe haven for, and funding fresh cut-
ting-edge research by, talented and deserving
scholars from the region. Given that the region
is plagued by economic difficulties, deprivations
and backwardness, and given that very talented
and deserving scholars lack the resources with
which to continue their research, on one level
CAS is a clearing house for bringing deserv-
ing projects into the limelight, funding them
and thus promoting their intellectual and aca-
demic advancement.

On another level, the Centre operates as a
kind of networking organization facilitating in-
tra-regional contacts and intellectual co-opera-
tion. Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria and all other
countries in the region have maintained links
with the West, but not so much with each other
— paradoxically, it has been the case that you
have to go through academic networks in the
West to encounter other academics from the
region. CAS is also designed to overcome that
historical, cultural handicap and to bring schol-
ars from the region in direct contact with each

other.

To what extent would you say the Centre is
similar to other such centers for advanced
study throughout the world?

There are both similarities and differences.
As [ said, such institutes or centres are gener-

ally designed to provide special support for
deserving scholars: this is the case everywhere.
But to serve particularly as a network to bring
scholars together intra-regionally is a distinc-
tive function, I think. Of course, one corollary
of that networking function is that many of these
scholars happen to be working on themes of
common interest. Inevitably, these have to do
with intra-regional problems: post-communism,
economic reconstruction, development,
multiculturalism, ways of overcoming the divi-
sive effects of mutually antagonistic national-
isms and so on. So it is not just a clearing house
for funding and facilitating scholarship, and not
just a regional network — it also develops a com-
mon research agenda. You are not likely to find
that at, say, Princeton or Stanford. Side by
side with you, even in the relatively more cohe-
sive Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, other peo-
ple are likely to be working on entirely differ-
ent issues. But here, at CAS, I think there is
more of an organising agenda for research.
There is no imposition, no selecting and choos-
ing to fund only one type of project, but never-
theless the level of commonality 1s, I think, much
greater than at other comparable institutes. It
has to do with the kind of people who are at-
tracted to it and who set it up in the first place
— intellectuals critical of their respective socie-
ties. And in the Balkans today, being critical
to a certain extent means being non-national-
1st.

Is there any Turkish institution similar in func-
tion to this Centre?

No, not really. There are some universities
and departments or groups in universities which
function as de facto loci of intra-regional co-




CAS: In the Eye of the Region

Halil Berktay on CAS, the Balkan Summer University and Turkish Nationalism

operation but purely informally and vol-
untarily. Recently, my university,
Sabanci University, created something
called the Istanbul Policy Centre and I
have high hopes that our Balkan
projects and networks will be able to
shelter under its aegis. Thus there could
be, not an equally high-powered, not
an equally institutionalised, but never-
theless a correspondent group at this
Istanbul Policy Centre functioning as
perhaps our end of the CAS network.

Were Turkish students interested in
coming to the previous Plovdiv Sum-
mer Universities and would they be
interested in coming to their planned
successor?

Well, I taught for just one day, at
one session of that University, two years
ago. Present at that occasion was, in
fact, a Turkish student from Istanbul.
Now that the Plovdiv Summer Uni-
versity is being re-designed as a cross-
border project, it might become a net-
work of permanent partnerships with a
core group consisting of CAS and four
or five academic institutions from the
neighbouring countries. Thus the Sum-
mer University will be in Plovdiv for
one-and-a-half weeks and then move,
for the same period, to one of these
partner institutions in rotation. Sabanci
is probably going to be a permanent
member institution and was in fact
planning to host the first such occasion
this summer. We actually managed to
put it on the budget for this budget year
with the great generosity of the Uni-
versity, but then it turned out that we
have too little time for the proper aca-
demic procedures to be initiated and
concluded, that is to say organize a call
for applications, screen applications,
decide on a theme, select the teaching
faculty and so on. We hope that when
it gets going next summer, that is in
2003, Sabanci will be the first hosting
institution. This rotating arrangement
will mean, among other things, greater
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publicity in the region as a whole and
therefore more and much higher qual-
ity of applications from, for instance,

Turkey.

Would the Summer University be a
good place for a student or for a
graduate student?

The themes selected will, I suppose,
be quite cutting-edge, quite interdisci-
plinary and will be run by a multi-na-
tional or cross-cultural team of experts
that one is not likely to encounter at
‘national’ or ‘domestic’ institutions.
These themes will be in themselves in-
novative in the way they combine theory
and empirical research, propose com-
parative questions and break out of the
more traditional patterns of academic
work. It will be a good occasion for in-
tensive learning and familiarization
with up-to-date scholarship.

Last, a question concerning Turkish
nationalism — the topic of your re-
search project with which you are
currently joining the NEXUS network.
Is it a widespread phenomenon in
Turkey today, given the friendly atti-
tudes of Turkish people to visiting
Bulgarians, for instance?

It is a widespread phenomenon. If
you compare | urkey with Greece, rela-
tively speaking, and not in terms of any
binary oppositions, in Turkey nation-
alism 1s more of a state ideology
whereas, for example, in Greece |
would say it is more of a popular ideol-
ogy. For example, in terms of the mo-
bilising power of acts of symbolic hos-
tility towards Turkey’s neighbours, the
Turkish public, or rather, parts of the
Turkish public will not do anything —
they will not take to the streets demon-
strating against, say, Bulgaria or Greece
or Italy or what not - unless there is
some sort of state mobilisation, a state
signal from above. Foreign policy is-

in Sofia

sues, nationalistically construed, are
never a reason for spontaneous popu-
lar mobilisation in Turkey. True, Turk-
ish people are ery friendly towards for-
eigners in their day-to-day existence —
this is the case in metropolitan Istan-
bul, [zmir etc. in the tradition of East-
ern or Mediterranean hospitality. At
the same time this does not mean that
nationalism does not exist. One has to
be very careful about that. The Na-
tionalist Action Party in Turkey, the
quasi-fascist Grey Wolves party, gets
nearly 20% of the vote. When Leeds
United played Galatasaray in Istanbul
two years ago, a group of Leeds United
supporters were beaten up, and some
were knifed and died in Taksim, in the
middle of Istanbul, because some of
them had allegedly insulted the Turk-
ish flag. Now obviously these fans were
hooligans, they were probably very
drunk, they probably did something of
the sort, but if this happened in Sofia
or London or Rome or Paris, you
would not have a knifing and three
people dead. Further, polls reveal that
20% of the Turkish public are against
joining the European Union. The ex-
istence of nationalists who openly op-
pose membership of the European
Union with its obvious material and
other advantages is a significant meas-
ure of the mobilizing force of such na-
tionalism.

Interviewed by The Editor
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A Libraryin the Making

What the CAS Library Does

Marina Encheva
Librarian

Aims

The Library of the Centre for Advanced Study (CAS Li-
brary) was started in early 2001 with a generous three-year
grant from the Open Society Foundation - Sofia. lts aim is to
develop collections of printed and electronic resources in Bal-
kan Studies, focusing on the Humanities and the Social Sci-
ences, and provide a reference section and links to major
resources in these fields. It also aims to serve as an informa-
tion centre about major scientific forums in these disciplines
taking place in Bulgaria, Southeast Europe and Western Eu-
rope.

The CAS Library supports the research activity of the Cen-
tre for Advanced Study by collecting monographs and refer-
ence books in Bulgarian, in other Balkan languages, and in
English. It subscribes to 35 Bulgarian, British, American,
French and German periodicals, among them the EastEuro-
pean Quarterly, Journal of the Anthropological Society of Ox-
ford, East European Politics and Societies, Balkanologie, Tran-
sit, Times Literary Supplement and New York Times Review of
Books.

Services

The CAS Library is an open-stack, lending facility prima-
rily designed for the use of CAS Fellows, but also open to the
general public upon request. It provides a range of library
and reference services based on traditional and electronic
information sources. For instance, besides ordinary lending,
at the Fellows’ request the Librarian compiles bibliographic
references on various topics, and orders through the
interlibrary loan service books and articles from other Bul-
garian libraries (the Library of Sofia University, the American
University in Bulgaria Library, the National Library, etc).

Electronic Resources

The CAS Library has a computerised catalogue system
which includes a catalogue of books and periodicals and a
catalogue of analytical descriptions of articles. This system is
accessible through the local network of the Centre.
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Another service the Library offers is access to the current
EBSCO web-databases — a set of full-text databases such as
Academic Search Premier (containing nearly 3,300 schol-
arly publications in the Social Sciences, Humanities, Educa-
tion, Languages and Linguistics), ERIC - the Educational Re-
source Information Center of the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, Newspaper Source and others.

A collection of links to quality Internet resources in the
Humanities, the Social Sciences, and Balkan Studies is also
offered on the library web page — www.cas.bg/library.htm -
in three sections: Research Institutions - Eastern Europe,
Western Europe and USA; Electronic Publications; and Sub-
ject Guides - Humanities and Social Sciences, East European
Studies, European Studies, History, Sociology, Anthropology,
Political Science.

Work in Progress and Future Plans

Two bibliographic databases for books and articles on
Balkan Studies published in the last ten years and available in
libraries in Bulgaria are in their final stage of development
and will soon be accessible free of charge via the Internet.

The Library of the Centre for Advanced Study is working
on a joint project with the National Library in Sofia to create
a bibliography of materials (e.g. monographs, encyclope-
dias, reference books and articles) published since 1990 in
the Balkan languages, English, German, French and Rus-
sian in research areas relevant to the Balkans. The project
envisages the involvement of the national libraries of Roma-
nia, Serbia and Macedonia in this Balkan Bibliography and
the publication of a more complete bibliography in print.

The CAS Library is also preparing to launch a monthly
Virtual Newsletter carrying information about its activities,
projects, latest acquisitions, and about forthcoming schol-
arly events in the Humanities and Social Sciences, especially
those in the field of Balkan Studies.

Library Council

The Centre is pleased to announce that it has just formed
a Library Council of distinguished experts in the field of Li-
brary and Information Science — Prof. Boryana Hristova, Di-
rector of the National Library; Dr. Alexander Dimchev, Asso-
ciate Professor and Head of the Department of LIS at Sofia
University; Dr. Tatyana Yanakieva, Associate Professor, De-
partment of LIS, Sofia University; and Dr. Elena Yanakieva,
Head of the Centre for Bibliographic Information at the Na-
tional Library. The Council will supervise and assist the activ-
ity of the CAS Library and consult the Librarian on strategic
policy matters.
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ROUMEN AVRAMOV
NEXUS Senior Fellow

Program Director (Economics), Cen-
ter for Liberal Strategies, Sofia. Mem-
ber of the Managing Board, Bulgar-
ian National Bank. Born in Paris in
1953. M.A. Higher School of Econom-
ics, Sofia, 1974. Ph.D. Economics, Bul-
garian Academy of Sciences, 1986. Re-
search Fellow and Senior Research Fel-
low, Institute of Economy, Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences 1976-1990. Eco-
nomic Advisor to President Zhelev
1990-1991. Vice-President, Agency for
Economic Coordination and Develop-
ment, Council of Ministers of the Re-
public of Bulgaria 1991-1994.

MAPPING ECONOMIC IDENTITIES—
SOUTHEAST EUROPE AND “EUROPE”

The project explores the concept of eco-
nomic identity in the context of the South-
east European economic background.
The genesis, the conflicting ‘production’
and ‘import’ of economic identity are con-
sidered. The key issues are identified in
the economic realm of the 1990s and
studied from a century-long, compara-
tive historical perspective. The results will
be inferpreted in the context of the ‘Euro-
pean’ outlook of the SEE countries.

Avramov, Roumen,Bulgarskataikonomikaprez
XX vek (The XXth. Century Bulgarian
Economy, Sofia: Centre for Liberal
Strategies, 2001).

Avramov, Roumen, Neosushtestveniyat
konservativen manifest v Bulgaria(The
Unrealized Conservative Manifesto in
Bulgaria), in Kapitalizmut v Bulgaria: izbrani
ikonomicheski troudove (1911-1935)[The
Capitalismin Bulgaria”, Selected Economic
Writings (1911-1935)] ed. by S.Bochev
(Sofia1998).

Avramov, Roumen, ‘Macroeconomic
Stabilization: Three Years Later’, in
Economic Transition in Bulgaria, ed. by R.
Avramov and V. Antonov (Sofia:

Agency for Economic Coordinationand
Development, 1994).
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HALIL BERKTAY
NEXUS Senior Fellow

Associate Professor of History, Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences, Sabanci
University, Istanbul, Turkey. Born in
[zmir, Turkey, in 1947. B.A.-M.A. Eco-
nomics, Yale University, 1968. Ph.D.
History, “The ‘Other’ Feudalism. A Cri-
tique of 20™ Century Turkish
Historiography and its Particularisation
of Ottoman Society”, University of Bir-
mingham, UK, 1991. Taught at: Faculty
of Political Sciences, Ankara University
1969-71, 1978-83; Middle East Techni-
cal University (Ankara) 1992-93;
Bodazici University (Istanbul) 1993-
1998; Birmingham (one semester);

Harvard University (1997).

THE BALKANS AND BALKAN ALTERITIESIN
THE CONSTRUCTION OF TURKISH
NATIONALMEMORY

This project involves a screening of Turk-
ish discourses about, and representations
of, the Balkans to elucidate the use of Bal-
kan alterities in the construction of Turk-
ish nationalism. The retreat from the Bal-
kans was a maijor dislocation at the dawn
of Turkish modernity and it was traumatic
in real-life terms for the Muslim-Turkish
populations of the region; hence, too, it
had much to do with the rise and shap-
ing of early Turkish nationalism, which
wove its most significant alterities, includ-
ing a fairly complete and vituperative de-
monology of ‘our enemies the Greeks,
the Bulgarians, and the Armenians’
around it. This demonology came fo con-
stitute the bedrock of Turkish national
memory as it was shaped by nationalist
authors, poets, journalists and popular
historians over the protracted crisis of
1908-1922. This early Turkish national-
ism, however, was redefined by the
Kemalist Revolution from the late-1920s
onward. In the process, the ghosts and
demons of the early dawn of Turkish na-
tional memory were only partially exor-
cised as the Kemalist drive for all-out
Westernisation necessitated exercises in
forgetting-and-forgiving as a condition
for acceptance by Europe and self-inscrip-
tion into the mental space of ‘contempo-
rary civilisation’.

Berktay, Halil, Cumhuriyet Ydeolojisi ve Fuat
Képriilii(Republican Ideology and Fuat
Koéprult, Ankara: 1983).

Berktay, Halil,Kabileden Feodalizme (From Tribe
to Feudalism, Ankara: 1983).

Berktay, Haliland Suraiya Faroghieds,
New Approaches to State and Peasant in
Ottoman History(London: Cass, 1991).

TANYA CHAVDAROVA
NEXUS Associate Fellow 2002

Associate Professor, Department of
Sociology, Sofia University, Bulgaria.
Sociologist, Sofia. Born in Plovdiv, Bul-
garia, in 1958. M.A. Philosophy, Sofia
University. Ph.D. Institute of Sociology
- Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

THE SOLE PROPRIETOR IN BULGARIAAND
MACEDONIA: ECONOMIC CULTURE

This project studies the culture of the small
entrepreneur in two states with similar cul-
tural backgrounds undergoing societal
transformation. lts theoretical part concerns
the methodology of comparing the cultures
of particular economic subjects. Economic
culture, here, refers to the traditions of the
society, as well as to the values of small-
business entrepreneurs legally registered
as Sole Proprietors. The project’s empiri-
cal part includes field research on the same
topic, carried out in Sofia and Skopje in
February and March 2002.

Chavdarova, Tanya, Neformalnata Ikonomika(The
Informal Economy, Sofia: Lik, 2001).

Chavdarova, Tanya, ‘Fostering the Criminal
Economy: the Bulgarian Case’, in
Transformation as Epochal Change in
Central and Eastern Europe: Theoretical
Concepts and Their Empirical Applicability,
ed. by Dittrich, Wandel, Wende, and
Wiederkehr (Wirzburg: Ergon: 2001),
pp.139-156.

Chavdarova, Tanya, ‘Changing Modes of
Economic Integration in Bulgarian History’, in
Karl Polanyi in Vienna. Contemporary
Significance of the Great Transformation,
ed. by K. McRobbie and K. Polanyi-Levitt
(Montreal: Black Rose Press, 2000),
pp. 146-159.

al

BOJAN DIMITRIJEVIE

NEXUS Regional Associate
Fellow 2001

Historian, Research Fellow at the In-
stitute for Contemporary History in
Belgrade. B.A. History 1994 and M.A.
History 1997, Belgrade University. M.A.
Central European University, Budapest
1996, thesis on ‘Royalist Resistance in
Northwest Serbia 1941-1945’. Ph.D.

in Sofia

Candidate, Belgrade University, ‘Yugo-
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slav Army and Society 1945-1954°.
Member of the Political Council, Demo-
cratic Party.

MILITARISMAND CREATION OF SOCIAL
IDENTITIES SINCE 1945. COMPARATIVE
STUDY ONTHE CASES OF YUGOSLAVIA
AND BULGARIA

The project analyses the impact of the
Bulgarian and Yugoslav Armies on the
creation of social and political identity
within their respective states from World
War Il to this day. It addresses questions
such as: What were the common issues
in military influence on the broader na-
tional identity? What were the differences
in identity-building in both armies? Did
identity change in the turmoil of the Cold
War and in the post-Cold War period?
How did communist armies fit their party
vocabularies to older national stereo-
types? (Both armies had to build their
identity within the state, which also had
party-run paramilitary organizations.) A
core issue addressed is how we can meas-
ure the armies’ influence on the wider so-

ciety.

Dimitrievie Bojan, Valjevskiravnogorci,
Jugoslovenska vojska u Otadzbini u
valjevskom kraju 1941-1945,(The Yugoslav
Army in the Fatherland in the region of
Valjevo 1941-1945, Valjevo: Srpskareci
Istorijski arhiv Valjeva, 1998).

Dimitrievie, Bojan,and Kosta Nikol§ General
Mihailovié, Biografija,(General Mihailovié
Complete Biography, Belgrade: Srpska reg,
2000).

Dimitrievig Bojan, The Mutual Defense Aid
Programin Tito’s Yugoslavia, 1951-1958 and
its Technical Impact’, Journal of Slavic
Military Studies10/2 (June 1997), pp. 19-33.

ALBENA HRANOVA
NEXUS Associate Fellow 2001

Associate Professor of Bulgarian Lit-
erature, Plovdiv University, and Di-
rector of the B.A. Program in Litera-
ture and Literary Studies, Department
of New Bulgarian Studies, New Bul-
garian University, Sofia. Born in
Plovdiv, Bulgaria, in 1962. M.A. Slavic
Studies (Czech Language and Literature
& Bulgarian Language and Literature),
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Plovdiv University, Bulgaria, 1985.
Ph.D. in Bulgarian Literature, 1995.

‘EAST’, ‘SOUTH’, ‘EUROPE’ IN BULGARIAN
LITERATURE. THE CASE OF THE HISTORICAL
NOVEL AND THE PROBLEM OF IDENTITY

The ideal limit of the Blue Bird project ques-
tion “Is a Southeast European Identity Pos-
sible?” is supposed to fulfil the dream for
a whole cultural history of Bulgarian lit-
erature, narrated through the screen of the
‘East’, ‘South’, and ‘European’ identity-
building components and agents, and
what is more, with regard to a compara-
tive enlargement of the field. We need a
perspective that seems to be more narrow,
but at the same time most flexible and ca-
pable of accommodating as much as pos-
sible of the figural capacity in the identity-
building regimes of literature. The Bulgar-
ian historical novel of the 1960s and 1970s
seems to provide such a perspective. The
historical novels are very popular, butthey
are not investigated as much as the classi-
cal ‘nation-building’ novels. The period’s
political background is very important,
because of the overlapping of communist
ideology, already elaborated verbal pat-
terns of 19" century nationalism, and the
capacity of the genre to develop up-to-date
allegories, ‘mental mappings’, and to con-
struct ‘imagined communities’ and series
of identification acts within its plots.

Hranova, Albena, Literaturniyat chovek i
negovite bulgarski ezitsi (The Literary Man
and His Bulgarian Languages, Plovdiv:
Plovdiv University Press, 1995).

Hranova, Albena, Yavorov. Dialektiki i alhimii
(Yavorov. Dialectics and Alchemies, Plovdiv:
Jannette, 1999).

Hranova, Albena, Ezikut i negovite rechi(The
Language and Its Speeches, Sofia: Figura,
2000).

ILIA ILIEV
NEXUS Associate Fellow 2001

Assistant Professor of Ethnology, So-
fia University, Bulgaria. Born in Sofia
in 1966. M.A. History, Sofia University,
1993. DEA Social Anthropology, EHESS,
France, 1994. Ph.D. Ethnology, Sofia
University, 1998. Volkswagen Visiting
Fellow, IWM, Austria, 2000. Teaches
History and Theory of Ethno-logy, and
Ethnography of Socialism.

NEXUS project parade

PRICE AND PREJUDICE: USING SECOND-
HAND CLOTHESINPOST-SOCIALIST
BULGARIA

The first part of the text offers ethnogra-
phy of the use of second-hand clothes
imported from the West in contemporary
Bulgaria. The practice of buying second-
hand clothing is new for Bulgarian soci-
ety, and such clothing has acquired the
interesting status of both gift (a gift can-
not be returned, and is given with chari-
table intentions) and merchandise.

The second part of the text focuses on
the imaginary links between the people
who use second-hand clothes and their
counterparts in Western societies. The
native concept of ‘normalcy’ is employed
to analyse these links. The actors con-
stantly refer to the ‘normal’ Western so-
cieties when interpreting their everyday
life, their social networks and their posi-
tion in contemporary Bulgarian society.

llie, llia, ‘On the History of Bulgarian
Genealogy’, WM Working Papers,
September2000.

lliev, llia,‘Familie, Ideologie und Politik: Die
Grossmutterin der stadtischen Familie nach
1945, in Vom Nutzen der Verwandten.
Soziale Netzwerke in Bulgarien 19 und 20
Jahrhundert, ed. by Uif Brunnbauer and Karl
Kaser (Vienna: Bohlau,2001), pp.89-114.

lliev, llia, ‘Izgubenata chistota’ (Purity Lost), in
Balkanski identichnosti, ed. by Nikolay
Aretov and Nikolay Tchemnokozhev (Sofia,
2001), vol. 1, pp. 149-65.

PETYA KABAKCHIEVA
NEXUS Fellow 2001

Associate Professor of Sociology,
Department of Sociology, Sofia Uni-
versity, Bulgaria. Deputy Head of
the Bulgarian Sociological Associa-
tion. Born in Sofia, Bulgaria, in 1956.
M.A. in Philosophy and Sociology,
Sofia University, 1979. Ph.D. ‘Po-
litical Power and Elites. The Bulgar-
ian Transition: 1989-1997°, 1999.
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Taught Sociology of Social Regulation,
Social Stratification and Group Identi-
fication in Bulgaria, and European Civi-
lisation at Sofia University, and Culture
and Personality at the New Bulgarian
University.

FROMLOCALTOREGIONALIDENTITY?
THE POSSIBLE CONSTRUCTION OF
‘CROSS-BORDER’ REGIONAL IDENTITY.
CASE STUDY OF ABORDERREGION:
SMOLYAN

The project studies the emergence of the
Euroregion ‘Rhodope’, uniting munici-
palities in Bulgaria and Northern Greece.
It analyses the historical prerequisites ena-
bling the regionalist ideology developed
by local elites, and the new social situa-
tion provoking the emergence of a new
regionalism. It argues that a region can-
not be thought of in terms of concrete
spatial borders, but is a configuration of
different-sized spatial zones which may
overlap or accrue. Three zones of consti-
tution of a region are distinguished. The
first is its common geographical or natu-
ral location — in our case the Rhodope
Mountains cut in two by the Greek-Bul-
garian border. The second zone is a prag-
matic one and covers ‘the has-been
routes of exchange’ sedimented in col-
lective memory and ‘the desirable geo-
directions of exchange’. In our case, this
is cross-border exchange. The third zone
is defined by the symbolically and eco-
nomically significant Centre —the nation-
state so far. At present, however, this Cen-
tre can be different from the nation-state;
besides, the economic and political cen-
tres do not necessarily coincide. The main
hypothesis is that ‘Europe’, the EU, is cur-
rently emerging as such a Centre — both
symbolic and economic — for regions that
are peripheral in regard to the nation-
state and, combined with the ‘Europe of
regions’ ideology, is legitimising the ap-
pearance of a new regionalism and the
formation of Euroregions.

Kabakchieva, Petya, Grazhdanskoto obshtestvo
sreshtu darzhavata: Bulgarskata situatsia
(Civil Society vs. State: the Bulgarian Case,
Sofia: LIK, 2001).

Kabakchieva, Petya, Bulgaria: Consultations
with the Poor, National Synthesis Report.
(World Bank, 1999).

Kabakchieva, Petya, Die Neuen Politishen
Eliten, in: Bulgarien in Uebergang ,ed. By
Hans Leo Kraemer (Edwin Ferger, 1999).
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ALEXEI KALIONSKI
NEXUS Associate Fellow 2002

Associate Professor of History, De-
partment of History, Sofia University,
Bulgaria. Born in Dyakovo, Bulgaria,
in 1963. M.A. History and B.A. Philoso-
phy, Sofia University, 1986. Ph.D. ‘Bal-
kan Yuruks in Ottoman Times, 15th-
Beginning of 20th C.’, 2002. Taught
Turkish and Ottoman Turkish, 1988-
1990, Historical Demography and Eth-
nology, 1987-1989, and Medieval and
Premodern Russian History, 1989-1991
at Sofia University. Specialisation in Ot-
toman Studies at the Ecole des Hautes
Etudes en Sciences Sociales - CNRS,
Paris, April-May, 1995.

HOW TO BE KARAKACHAN IN BULGARIA

This project deals with a small ethnic mi-
nority in Bulgaria — the Karakachans.
Their native Greek dialect and cultural
tradition makes them different from both
Greeks and Bulgarians. Up to the 1960s
they were pastoral nomads without any
other property except their herds of sheep,
horses and dogs. After settling more per-
manently, this group survived only in Bul-
garia and Greece.Bulgarian Karakachans
re-established their contacts with the rest
of the community and with Greece after
1989, and are currently trying fo find
economic opportunities in and between
the two countries. Representatives of the
community offer their own reconstruction
of the near and distant past, their atti-
tudes towards the Karakachan tradition
and current place in relation to the larger
nations. The project focuses on the inner
logic and motivation of their views and
concepts of the past and present, the dy-
namic state of their identity. It studies both
the representations of Karakachans by
historians and ethnographers and their
own visions (inventions). The results will
provide insights into the process of map-
ping and re-mapping of a specific group
identity under specific circumstances: cross-
border identity, recent mobility, a variety
of actors and influences, a variety of emo-
tional offiliations of being ‘really Greeks’,
Bulgarian citizens, and people belong-
ing to a dramatically changing, distinct
Karakachan community).

Kalionski, Alexei, ‘The Pomak Dilemma’, La
transmission du savoir dans le monde
musulman peripherique. Lettre d’information
13 (March 1993), pp. 122-130.

Kalionski, Alexei, ‘Karakachanski etyud’
(Karakachan Study), inNova Publichnost.
Bulgarskite debati 1998, ed. by lvan Elenkov

in Sofia

(Sofia: Open Society Foundation, 1999),
pp.117-128.

Kalionski, Alexei, ‘Ethnicity and Migrations. The
Bulgarian Case, 1830 — 1915’, inDisrupting
and Reshaping. Early Stages of Nation—
Building in the Balkans, ed. by Marco Dogo
and Guido Francinetti (Ravenna: Longo
Editore, 2002), pp. 81-102.

ALEXANDER KIOSSEV

NEXUS Senior Fellow 2001-2003,
NEXUS Convenor

Associate Professor of Cultural Stud-
ies, Sofia University, Bulgaria. Born
in Sofia, Bulgaria, in 1953. M.A. Bul-
garian Studies, Faculty of Slavic Stud-
ies, Sofia University, 1989. Ph.D. ‘Cul-
tural History of the Transition Period’,
Faculty of Philosophy, Sofia University
1998. Taught Bulgarian Literature at
Sofia University 1980-88, Bulgarian
Language, Literature and Culture at the
University of Gottingen, Germany, 1990
-1994, Cultural History at Sofia Univer-
sity, 1994-2002. Specialisations and Fel-
lowships in the Czech Republic 1981,
Britain 1990, France 1997. Senior Fel-
low of Collegium Budapest, 2000-01.

PLACES, VOICES, COMMUNITIES: RE-
NEGOTIATING SOUTHEAST EUROPEAN
IMAGINARY GEOGRAPHIES

The project studies the constitution of two
alternative symbolic codes produced by
‘high culture’ and by ‘anthropological’
cultures. The literatures of nationalism
produce divergent and/or overlapping
‘ideal homelands’ — visionary territories,
demarcated by the major geographic
emblems of the nation (mountains, riv-
ers, valleys, seas). In contrast to these pure
‘imaginary homelands’, which assume
clear national distinctions and definite
boundaries, the common Balkan anthro-
pological heritage — food and cuisine,
clothing, body culture etc. transgresses
national boundaries and seems at least
similar throughout the region. This an-
thropological ‘Balkanness’ challenges the
representations produced by the national
literatures. Contrary to their ideological
intention and to the pure ‘national” mod-
els of identification they produced, the im-
agery of the Balkan anthropological
legacy often opens unexpected opportu-
nities for multiple a-ha experiences of a
dark intimacy with the hated neighbours
—alternative, transnational identifications
and counter-identifications. In the last part
of the study | plan to investigate a corpus
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of phenomena alternative to national lit-
eratures — Balkan popular culture and its
ability to turn the ‘lowest’ image of the
Balkans upside down and to convert the
stigma into a  oyful consumption of pleas-
ures forbidden by European norms and
taste. The new popular culture combines
warmth and familiarity with ‘Oriental’
épatage info a voluntary refreat to the great
scandalous Balkan ‘neighbourhood’, a
space apart from both Europe and the
dull patterns of the official homelands.

Kiossev, Alexander, ‘Proleten vyatur’ na Nikola
Foumadjiev v houdozhestveniya kontekst na
svoeto vreme (The Poetry Collection ‘Spring
Wind’ by N. Furnadjiev and the Intertext of
Bulgarian Poetry, Sofia: St. Kliment Ohridski
University Press, 1989).

Kiossev, Alexander, author and editor, Post-
Theory, Games and Discursive Resistance
(Albany: State University of New York
Press, 1995).

Kiossev, Alexander, editor and one of the
authors of the collectionBulgarskiyatkanon?
Krizata na literaturnoto nasledstvo
(The Bulgarian Canon?The Crisis of the
Literary Heritage, Sofia, 1998).

MARIUS LAZ AR

NEXUS Regional Associate
Fellow 2001

Associate Professor of Sociology,
Babes-Bolyai University of Cluj, Ro-
mania. Born in Romania in 1959. M.A.
Philosophy, Babes-Bolyai University of
Cluj, 1983. Ph.D. ‘Ethnocentrism and
European Integration in Romanian Cul-
tural Consciousness’ Babes-Bolyai Uni-
versity of Cluj, 1998. Lecturer at the De-
partment of Sociology at Babes-Bolyai
University since 1992; Editor and Co-
ordinator of the first professional so-
ciological review written by the stu-
dents in Cluj-Napoca, WEB (from
1995); Director of RCIR (Research
Center for Interethnic Relations -
CCRIT) since 1994; Member of the Ad-
ministrative Board of the Resource
Center for Ethnocultural Diversity;
Member of the Romanian Society of
Cultural Anthropology.

SWITCHING ANTAGONIST ROLES:
ICONFLICTING IDENTITIES AND MAJORITY/
MINORITY REACTIONS. ACASE STUDY ON
THE REGION OF SZEKLERLAND —
TRANSYLVANIA

The project describes the majority/minor-
ity relationships in a region of Romania
where members of the dominant national
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group are in a minority, outnumbered by
what is a minority group in the context of
the whole country. The perceived situa-
tion outside the region often leads to the
impression of mounting ethnic tension,
even if the region is in fact quiet and no
maijor conflicts are reported. | analyse the
relationship between ethnic and national
identities of Romanians and Hungarians
and their everyday interactions based on
switching roles as constituents of a ma-
jority or a minority. The project aims to
reveal when, how and under what cir-
cumstances social actors use conflict-
management and conflict-prevention
mechanisms and what the consequences
are for ethnic self- and hetero-percep-
tions of the people inside and outside
these ethnic groups.

Lazar, Marius, ‘Cultura’, in Sociologie (Editura
Mesagerul, 1996).

Lazar, Marius, ‘Transilvaneni La Vot. Mize
Reformatoare @ Controverse

Etnice In Alegerile Generale Din 1996’ (The
Transylvanians at the Vote), inReflecpii
asupra diferenpe(Reflections on Differ-
ences), ed. by Irina Culic, Istvan Horvath,
Cristian Stan (Cluj: Limes, 1999).

Lazar, Marius, ‘Identity Perceptions and
Interethnic Relation in Szekerland’, in
Interethnic Relations in Post-Communist
Romania, ed. by Lucian Nastasaand
Levente Salat (Cluj-Napoca: Ethnocultural
Diversity Resource Center, 2000).

DESSISLAVA LILOVA
NEXUS Associate Fellow 2002

Assistant Professor, Department of
Cultural Studies, Southwestern Uni-
versity ‘Neophit Rilski’, Blagoevgrad,
Bulgaria. Born in Plovdiv, Bulgaria.
M.A. Bulgarian and Classical Studies,
Sofia University, 1991. Ph.D. ‘Utopias
and Models of Time in Bulgarian
Historiography XVIII-XIX C.’, South-
western University ‘Neophit Rilski’.
Taught Formation of the Bulgarian Na-

tion XVIII-XIX C. at the South-Western
University 1997-2002 and Intercultural
Relations at Sofia University 2002.

IMAGINING THE NATION/IMAGINING
THE BALKANS. BULGARIAN MODELS OF
OTHERNESS DURING THE OTTOMAN
PERIOD (UNTIL 1878)

This study focuses on the effects of the spe-
cific approach to building the Bulgarian
national education system during the Ot-
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toman period — an absence of financial
involvement or control of curricula by both
the Oftoman state and the Orthodox
Church. The major consequences were:
decentralisation; a deficit of authority,

qualifications and a single set of values;
mundane and democratic forms of man-
agement of the system; unusual participa-
tion by the lower classes; slow consolida-
tion of the national community marked by
a low degree of integrity and inherent in-
stability. Instead of Gellner’s standardised
environment with a unified notional cur-
rency, a liberal regime tolerating alterna-
tive ideological projects prevailed. One of
the most inferesting amongst these was the
model of the regional community as a for-
mat for representation of the Bulgarian
identity. To sum, the project tries to answer
two major questions: how the regional
community was constructed and what its
chances were of becoming a leading norm
forimagining the nation.

Lilova, Dessislava, ‘L’histoire universelle a
'appui d’'une culture nationale. L'expérience
de I'Eveil bulgare du XIX¢ siécle,Histoire de
I'Education86 (May 2000), pp. 143-170

Lilova, Dessislava, ‘Populyarniyat
protonatsionalizum na bulgarite’ (The
Popular Protonationalism of Bulgarians),
Kiritika i humanizam 12 (March2001),
pp.31-55.

Lilova, Dessislava, Znacheniyata na bulgarskoto
natsionalno ime (The Meanings ofthe
Bulgarian National Name, Sofia: Penchoi
Petko Slaveykovi, in press).

VINTILA MIHAILESCU
NEXUS Senior Fellow

Professor of Anthropology, Head of the
Department of Political Sciences and
Sociology, National School of Political
Sciences and Administration, Bucha-
rest, Romania. Director of the M.A.
Programme in Anthropology. Bornin
Bucharest, Romania, in 1951. M.A. Psy-
chology, University of Bucharest, 1974.
Ph.D. Ethnopsychology, University of
Bucharest, 1992. Visiting professor at the
University of Neuchatel, University of
Lyon II, University of Aix-en-Provence,
UQAM-Montreal. President of the Society
for Cultural Anthropology of Romania.

IDENTITY AS SPECIFICITY. ACASE STUDY IN
‘ORIGINALISTIDEOLOGY’ ANDITS
LEGACY INROMANIA

This project deals with Romanian ‘diffuse
ethnology’ as a ‘nation-building ethno-
logy’. It intends to examine the Interwar
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ethnological discourse and its construc-
tion of the village and the peasant as
embodiments and background of the na-
tional identity. Special emphasis will be
placed on the ‘monographic school’ led
by Dimitrie Gusti and its nationally as well
as internally competitive approaches to
the village as the topos of the ‘sciences
of the nation’. It is assumed that most of
this discourse was explicitly or implicitly
steeped in an originalist or ethnicist ide-
ology, aiming to place specificities in fime,
as distinct from the primitivist ideology,
current in Western approaches to anthro-
pology, and aiming to trace differences
in time. Ultimately, the most interesting
issue is for us to understand through the
case of Romanian history of ethnology
the nature and the functioning of such
an ideological presupposition and its
impacts on the overall identity-building
process.

’ROMANIA—La construction d’une nation’,
Ethnologie Frangaise, special issue ed. by
Jean Cuisenier and VintilaMihailescu,
1995.

Mihailescu, Vintila, Fascinatia diferentei(The
Fascination of Difference, Bucharest:
Paideia, 1999).

Mihailescu, Vintila, Socio-hai-hui. O alta
sociologie a tranzitiei(Another sociology of
transition, Bucharest: Paideia, 2000).

DIANA MISHKOVA
NEXUS Senior Fellow

Associate Professor of History, Faculty
of History, Sofia University. Born in
Plovdiv, Bulgaria, in 1958. M.A. His-
tory, Sofia University, 1983. Ph.D.
‘Greece in the British Policy in the Bal-
kans, 1878-1898’, Sofia University,
1988. Taught courses in Modern Bal-
kan history at the Central European
University, and the Universities of Co-
penhagen, Uppsala, Minnesota, Ath-

ens, and Sabanci University in Istan-
bul. Executive Director, Centre for Ad-
vanced Study in Sofia. Member of the
Board of Eminent Scholars, Centre for
Democracy and Reconciliation in
Southeast Europe, Thessaloniki,
Greece.

‘WHEN THE DOOR IS OPEN FRESH AIR
COMESINWITHDUST': THE BALKAN
DISCOVERY OF EUROPE.

Originally, my research focus were the
national/regional adaptations of, and de-
bates over, European ‘models’, concepts
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and interpretations of Modernity, and es-
pecially the meanings and ascribed mis-
sions of the imported modern institutions
as formulated and communicated by po-
litical and intellectual thinkers in the Bal-
kans. However, in time | realised that be-
fore approaching the issue of the legiti-
mating power and content of notions (and
corresponding institutions) such as ‘Bal-
kan Democracy’, ‘Balkan Liberalism’,
‘Balkan Radicalism’ or Nationalism, one
had to develop a more satisfactory idea
of the locally articulated perceptions of
these foreign models. Thus my current
research is broadly concerned with the
Balkan views of the modern world. Much
recent writing about Western images of
the Balkans portrays the region as a pas-
sive recipient mirroring, traumatically and
distortedly, the outside view. But the rela-
tionship between the Balkans and Europe
has always been a process of mutual dis-
covery and invention. ‘The Balkan Dis-
covery of the West' is the antipode of
Balkanism, a mental map of Imagining
Europe studying the ways in which the
Balkan peoples have understood, elabo-
rated, acclaimed or renounced Europe
and Europeanness. My priority is to ex-
amine the image of Europe in Balkan
scholarship and, preferably, in the politi-
cal press too. The ultimate goal is to chart
the dominant themes and convey the sa-
lient images in the Balkans’ way of talk-
ing about the West.

Mishkova, Diana, Prisposobyavane na
svobodata. Modermost— Legitimnost v
Serbia | Romania prez XIX vek (Domestica-
tion of Freedom. Modernity-Legitimacy in
Nineteenth-century Serbia and Romania,
Sofia: Paradigma, 2000)

Mishkova, Diana, ‘Modernization and Political
Elites in the Balkans before the First World
War, Eastern European Politics and
Societies, 9/1 (Winter 1995).

Mishkova, Diana, ‘The Nation as Zadruga: Re-
mapping Nation-Building in Nineteenth-
Century Southeast Europe’, inDisrupting
and Reshaping: Early Stages of Nation-
Building inthe Balkans,ed.by M. Dogoand
G. Franzinetti (Ravenna:

Longo Editore, 2001).

SLOBODAN NAUMOVI &£
NEXUS Senior Fellow 2000 - 2003
Associate Professor of Anthropology,

Department of Ethnology and Anthro-
pology, Faculty of Philosophy, Bel-

in Sofia

grade University, Serbia. Born in Bel-
grade in 1962. B.A. Ethnology, Depart-
ment of Ethnology, Faculty of Philoso-
phy, Belgrade University, 1988. M.A.
Social Anthropology, Ecole des Hautes
Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS),
Paris, 1992; thesis: ‘Les usages de la
tradition. Processus de transition et
transformation de la pratique rituelle
dans la Serbie rurale’. Specialisation,
Video and TV Camera, Yugoslav Insti-
tute of Journalism, Belgrade, 1992.

ONUS’ AS 'THEM'":

NATIONAL IDENTITY SPLITSAND
META-NATIONAL IDENTIFICATIONS —
THE SERBIAN CASE IN COMPARATIVE
SEEPERSPECTIVE

The project investigates the logic of po-
litically induced cleavages and national
identity crises in contemporary Serbian
society, and assesses the influence that
such splits can exert on various forms
of re-inventing Serbian national iden-
tity. The initial assumption is that the
spreading of the project of modernity
inspired and is still fuelling heated
public polemics on ‘what is to be done’
in SEE latecomer societies due to its
inherent paradox — the fact that the
more one strives to import or develop
novel values and practices considered
as desirable, the less one can preserve
culture traits and traditions that are
imagined to embody the ‘true essence’
of one’s group. In the contemporary
Serbian case, the conflictual potential
of collective identity splits initiated by
transition dilemmas was profoundly
aggravated and radicalised by inter-
ethnic rivalries stemming from the dis-
integration of the Yugoslav federation,
and, even more so, by successive wars
and related external pressures. My re-
search addresses the rhetorical figures
and imagery mobilised in Serbia dur-
ing more than a decade of fierce pub-
lic disputes on how Serbian identity
should be re-imagined in the context
of crisis, transition, war, and global
political, economical and technologi-
cal change. At a later stage, the result-
ing insights will be compared to contem-
porary identity-centred polemics in other
SEE countries, and their potential conse-
quences for regional and European inte-
gration will be assessed.

Naumovia, Slobodan, The Life and Death of a
Custom’ — 32 minute ethnographic film. Co-
directed by llja Slani. Production: Radio
Television of Serbia-TV Belgrade, 1997.

Naumoviz, Slobodan,Between the Archives and
the Field. A Dialogue on Historical
Anthropology of the Balkans(co-editedwith
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Miroslav Jovanoviae and Kakaser).
Zur Kunde Sudosteuropas —Band 11/24,
UdruZenje zadrustvenuistoriju—
Posebna izdanja/ Teorija I/1, 1999.

Naumoviz, Slobodan,’|dentity Creator in Identity
Crisis: Reflections on the Politics of Serbian
Ethnology’, Anthropological Journalon
European Cultures8/2 (1999), The Politics
of Anthropology at Home I, pp. 39-128.

MARIA NIKOLOPOULOU

NEXUS Regional
Associate Fellow 2002

Teacher of Greek Literature and Lan-
guage, Vagionia and Agii Deka Sec-
ondary Schools, Crete, Greece. Born
in Athens, Greece, in 1972. M.A. Mod-
ern Greek Studies, King’s College Lon-
don, 1996. Ph.D. “The Discourse of Tes-
timony in Greek Literary Prose (1924-
1994)’, King’s College London, 2001.
Taught Modern Greek Language and
Literature in Greek and Greek Cypriot
Community Schools in London 1996-
2000.

SPACE, MEMORY AND IDENTITY:
THE MEMORY OF THE ASIAMINOR SPACE
IN GREEK NOVELS OF THE 1960S

This project deals with the Greek literary
texts which reflect the 1922 Asia Minor
refugee experience from a certain dis-
tance in time. It explores how the refugee
identity, defined by displacement, inter-
acts with the time distance and the aware-
ness that the identity-constructing space
only exists in memory, since it is taken
over and altered by others. The 1960s
texts considered do not focus on the ex-
perience of displacement and life as a
refugee, but refer mostly to the peaceful
period of coexistence with other millets in
the framework of the Ottoman Empire.
They construct a timeless past Eden, de-
fined by locality and circular time. The
communities described in the texts shape
their identity by their coexistence and in-
teraction with other millets as well as their
relation with the Greek state which re-
gard them as unredeemed brethren. Their
identity is shaped by the pre-modern
space of an empire and their displace-
ment is the result of the antagonism be-
tween Greek and Turkish nationalism. The
space commemorated thus becomes a
palimpsest of projections.

Nikolopoulou, Maria, DériaiRda 67: A Liminal
Testimony on the Greek Civil War', in
Domestic and Intemnational Aspects of the
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Greek Civil War; ed. by Philip Carabottand
Thanassis Sfikas—provisionaltitle (London:
Ashgate and Centre of Hellenic Studies,
forthcoming).

Nikolopoulou, Maria, ‘C iaf66A3a 661 Yriai 6i6
EaiUi6g Agééséily’ (Testimonyinthe Fiction
of Thanasis Valtinos),Difié6Aiao Corfu, 101
(April 2002 —forthcoming).

AYSE PARLA

NEXUS Regional Associate
Fellow 2002

Ph.D. candidate in Cultural Anthro-
pology, New York University, USA.
Born in New York in 1973. B.A. Social
Studies, Harvard University, 1995. M.A.
Cultural Anthropology, New York Uni-
versity, 1999.

'HARBORING IRRECONCILABLES": THE
INTERRELATION OF MOVEMENTAND
IDENTITY AMONG TURKS FROM BULGARIA

My dissertation research, based on on-
going fieldwork in Istanbul, examines how
Turks from Bulgaria, who arrived in Is-
tanbul as part of the massive migration
wave of 1989, cope with, and expose the
logic of, Turkish nationalism that reclaims
them as ‘racial kin’ (soydas) at the same
time as it marginalizes them as ‘the Bul-
garian’ immigrants. This project, which
is a continuation of this dissertation re-
search, focuses specifically on the more
mobile population among the 1989 im-
migrants and on the interrelation of
movement and identity: how the migrant
condition, with its voluntary and/or forced
border-crossings — both literally across
geographical space, and metaphorically
across the terrain of memory and in in-
teractions with local Turks — affects re-
gional, national, and ‘ethnic’ identities
and sense of belonging.

Parla, Ayse, ‘The ‘Honor’ of the State: Virginity
Examinations in Turkey’, Feminist Studies
27:1 (Spring 2001), 65-89.

Parla, Ayse, ‘Feminism, Nationalism, Modernity:
Interview with Lila Abu-Lughod'’,Infemational
Institute for the Study
of Islam Newsletter2/9(1999).

Parla, Ayse, ‘Anlatilar, Duvarlar, ve Direnis
Sesleri: Aykiri bir Mekan Olarak Mor Cati’
(Narratives, Walls, and Voices of Resistance:
Mor Cati as a Subversive Space), inEvdeki
Teror: Kadina Yonelik Siddet (Temor at
Home: Violence Against Women) ed. Mor
CatiKollektif. (Istanbul: Mor Cati Yayinlari,
1995), pp. 46-69.
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ROUMIANA PRESHLENOVA
NEXUS Associate Fellow 2001

Research Associate in History, Insti-
tute for Balkan Studies, Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria.
Born in Pernik, Bulgaria, in 1960. M.A.
History and German Language, Sofia
University, 1984. Ph.D. ‘Austro-Hun-
garian Trade with the Balkans in the
Lat e 19" and Early 20" Century’, Insti-
tute for Balkan Studies, 1990. Taught
Balkan economic history at Sofia Uni-
versity 2001-2002.

FRONTIERS REVISITED: BUILDING UP
IDENTITIES INTHE CONTEXT OF THE
BALKAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
1878-1912

This project deals with some frequent re-
gional motifs of self-reflection, articulated
or coded in economic and economics-
related terms; fogether with history and
culture, economics emerges as one of the
basic dimensions in the defining and
building up of national identities. The
project outlines a number of significant
events, processes and challenges in the
period between the Berlin Congress and
the Balkan wars that predetermined the
rethinking of the Self on spatial, tempo-
ral and qualitative scales. It tries to re-
veal the split between the notion of be-
longing to a particular region and the
prospects for inevitable, willing or reluc-
tant, rapprochement with divergent outer
economic rules, patterns and agents. The
research of different groups of primary
sources found a relatively stable, indis-
putably multi-layered national
identificational core in Balkan economic
performance.

Preshlenova, Roumiana, ‘Austro-Hungarian
Trade and the Economic Development of
Southeastern Europe before World War 1°,
in Economic Transformations in Eastand
Central Europe. Legacies from the Pastand
Policies forthe Future, ed. by D. F. Good
(London-New York, 1994), pp. 231-260.

Preshlenova, Roumiana, ‘Europa in der
bulgarischen Wirtschaftsliteratur (1878-
1918)’, in Die Bulgaren und Europa von der
Nationalen Wiedergeburt bis zur Gegenwart,
ed. by H. Heppnerand R. Preshlenova
(Sofia, 1999), pp. 113-139.

Preshlenova, Roumiana, ‘Stopanstvo i
politicheska kultura v Bulgaria1878-1915
(Economy and Political Culture in Bulgaria
1878-1915), Collegium Germania4
(forthcoming).
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BLAGOVEST ZLATANOV
NEXUS Associate Fellow 2002

Assistant Professor of Literary Theory,
Sofia University ‘St. Kliment Ohridski’,
Bulgaria. Born in Kyustendil, Bulgaria,
in 1966. M.A. Bulgarian Philology, Sofia
University, 1991. Ph.D. ‘Intention and
Meaning of Verse Texts’, Sofia University
and Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
1999. Taught Literary Theory at Sofia Uni-
versity 1993-2002 and Cultural Studies at
the New Bulgarian University 1995-1997.

THE ‘HOLY’ TERRITORIES OF THE
EUROPEAN SOUTHEAST: KOSOVO,
TRANSYLVANIA, MACEDONIA

The project investigates the real and sym-
bolic sources, manifestations, and implica-
tions of several ‘sacred’ or ‘holy’ territories
— Kosovo, Transylvania and Macedonia —
of the European Southeast within the
broader framework of regional instabilities
accompanying the post-communist transi-
tion. Examining several key historical an-
tagonist territories and using the methods
and techniques of political geography and
other disciplines, the project assesses con-
temporary clashes within Southeast Europe.
The disputes between Serbia and Albania
on Kosovo, between Hungary and Roma-
nia on Transylvania, and between Greece
and Bulgaria on Macedonia have been, at
different times, symbolic and/or real strug-
gles concerning the legitimacy of rights over
the place name, the territory, and the loy-
alty of its inhabitants. These disputes were
created, in every case, by two conflicting
national narratives. Local national narra-
tives were instrumental in establishing the
legitimate possession of a territory by a par-
ticular ethnic group. Historically, these nar-
ratives have been tied fo local nationalisms
since their function is to designate a terri-
tory as the exclusive homeland of a par-
ticular nation. This project will attempt to
show how group identities also derive from
place and territory, and how and why the
protectiveness of place, i.e., ‘territoriality’,
manifests itself within groups, in virulent and
often violent ways, and seeks to analyse
how national identity relates fo territory and
how it coexists and competes with other
identities at various geographic scales.

Zlatanov, Blagovest, ‘Razpadaneto na
literaturnite paradigmi’ (The Collapse of
Literary Paradigms), Literaturen Forun8 (27
February-5 March 2001), p. 1.

Zlatanov, Blagovest, ‘Ezikut na literaturata’ (The
Language of Literature),Literaturen Vestnik
37 (7-13 November 2001), p. 9.

Zlatanov, Blagovest, ‘Structuralismut: Nachini na
amerikanska upotreba’ (Structuralism& How
Is It Used in America’, Critika i Humanisum
11/2(2001), pp. 119-141.

IDENTITY READER
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MACIEJ GORNY

Ph.D. Candidate, Polish Academy
of Sciences. Teacher of History at
1%t Communal High School in War-
saw. M.A. History, Warsaw Univer-
sity, 2000. Born in 1976. Research
Projects: Deutsche und ostmittel-
europdische Europa-Pldne der 19. und
20.Jahrhunderts, 2001-2004; Histori-
cal Studies in Central, Eastern, and
Southeast Europe, CEU Budapest
2002- ...

Gorny,Maciej,'\Wydarzenia marcowe w opinii
czechos®owackiej' (Czechoslovak
opinions about the Polish events of
1968), in: Marzec 1968 Trzydziececi lat
péYniejed. M. Kula, P. Oséka, M.
Zaremba, Warsaw: PWN, 1998).

Gorny, Maciej, Miédzy Marksem a Palackym.
Historiografia w komunistycznej
Czechos“owacji(Between Marxand
Palacky. Historiography in Communist
Czechoslovakia, Warsaw: Trio, 2001).

Gorny, Maciej, ‘Polacy w oczach Czechéw po
sierpniu 1968’ (Czechoslovak-Polish
relations in August 1968 in the eyes of
Czechoslovak public opinion), Sprawy
Miédzynarodowe (forthcomingissue).

Centre for Advanced Study in Sofia

VANGELIS KECHRIOTIS

Ph.D. Candidate ‘The Political Activ-
ity of the Greek-Orthodox Community
in Smyrna, 1900-1914’, Department of
History and Archaeology, University
of Athens. Born in 1972. M.A. Com-
parative History, School of Compara-
tive Studies and Department of His-
tory, University of Essex, UK. Mem-
ber of the organising committee in the
conference New Approaches in Politi-
cal History, Athens, November 1998.
Member of the group for the creation
of the Film Archive in the Historical
Archive of the Greek Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, December 1998.

Kechriotis, Vangelis. ‘Narrative strategies
inmodern historiography. The Annales
review’ (in Greek), Mnemon 15(1994),
pp.230-235.

Kechriotis, Vangelis, ‘Greek-Orthodox,
Greek-Ottomans orjust Greeks? Theories
of Ethnic Coexistence on the Eve of the
Fall of the Ottoman Empire’, paper for
Graduate Seminar, Kokalis Program of
Southeast European Studies,

Harvard University,2000.

Kechriotis, Vangelis, ‘Searching for a nation.
The Developmentof Ottomanismas a
Political Discourse in the Hamidian Era’,
paper for the workshop Perceptions of
Modemity, Social Transformation and
Ideologies of Modemism in Central and
Southeast Europe in the XIX-XX c., Central
European University, Budapest, 2000.

MICHAL KOPECEK

Researcher, Institute of Contempo-
rary History, Czech Academy of Sci-
ences, Prague. Ph.D. Candidate, In-
stitute of International Studies, Fac-
ulty of Social Sciences, Charles Uni-
versity, Prague. Born in Prague,
Czechoslovakia, in 1974. M.A. His-
tory, Charles University 1998. Robert
Bosch Junior Visiting Fellow, Institute
for Human Sciences, Vienna 2001.
Deutscher Akademischer Austausch-
dienst Research Fellow, Humboldt
University, Berlin, 2000.

Kopecek, Michal, ‘Ve sluzbach dijin, ve
jménu naroda. Historie jakou souéast
legitimizace komunistickych rezimu ve
stgedni Evropi v letech 1948-1950’, (In
The Service of History — In The Name of
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the Nation. History as Part of the Legitima-
tion of Communist Regimes in Central
Europe 1948-1950) Soudobé dijiny 1/2001,
pp.23-43.

Kopecek, Michal, ‘Obraz vnitgniho nepgitele —
revizionismus v Otazkach miru a socialismu’
(Picture of An Inherent Fiend — Revisionism
in The World Marxist Review),Review ofthe
Institute of Contemporary History,
forthcoming.

Kopecek, Michal, ‘Politics, Anti-politics and
Czechs in Central Europe (The Idea of
“Visegrad Cooperation” and its Reception
Within Czech Politicsinthe 1990s)’,Junior
Fellows Journal,IWM, Vienna, forthcoming.

BOYAN MANCHEV

Assistant Professor of Theory of Lit-
erature, New Bulgarian University,
Sofia. Born in Sofia, Bulgaria, in 1970.
M.A. Bulgarian Philology, Sofia Univer-
sity, 1994; Philosophy, Sofia University,
1997. Ph.D. ‘The Narrative System in
Dostoevsky’s Novels’, 1998. Post-doc-
toral research at CNRS in Paris and at
the Free University in Berlin 2000-2001.
Taught Theory of Literature at Sofia
University 1997-2001; History of Euro-
pean Culture at Sofia University since
2001; Lecture courses in the Philoso-
phy of Art, Theory and History of Lit-
erature and Cultural History at the New
Bulgarian University since 1999. Direc-
tor of the Seminar ‘The Subject, the
Phantasm and the Sense’ within the
framework of the International College
of Philosophy (Collége International de
Philosophie), Paris.

Manchev, Boyan, ‘Le parcours existentiel et
l'inversion semantique dans le texte narratif’,
in o
(oJo] o
o o o
(Sofia: Colibri, 1999),
pp.173-190.

Manchev, Boyan, ‘Plato’s Rupture: Philosophy
against Poetry’, in SUMPOSION, Studiies in
Honor of Professor Bogdan Bogdanov
(Sofia: Sonm, 2000), pp. 117-136.

Manchev, Boyan, ‘Fanatzmut i pogledut’ (The
Phantasm and the Gaze),Demokraticheski
Pregled47 (Summer2001), pp.299-321.
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BALAZS TRENCSENYI

Intellectual historian. Ph.D. Candi-
date, Department of History, Central
European University, Budapest, Hun-
gary — Ph.D. Program in Comparative
History. Born in Budapest, Hungary, in
1973. M.A. in Philosophy at E6tvos
Lordnd University, Budapest, 1997.
M.A. in Nationalism Studies at the Cen-
tral European University, 1998. Re-
search fellowships at: King’s College,
Cambridge 1999-2000; The University
of Hull, UK 1996; Erasmus University,
Rotterdam, The Netherlands 1995.

Trencsényi, Balazs, ‘Reason Without State:
Modalities of Political Community and the
Adaptation of Ragion di Stato in the Works of
Miklés Zrinyi', in Prudenza Civile, Bene
Comune, Guerra Giusta. Percorsidella
Ragion di Stato tra Seicento e Settecento,
ed. by Gianfranco Borrelli (Naples: Archivio
dellaRagion di Stato-Adarte, 1999),
pp.49-76.

Trencsényi, Balazs, and Constantin lordachi, ‘A
megujulas esélyei: aroman torténetiras tiz
éve, 1989-1999' (The Chances of Renewal:
Ten Years of Romanian Historiography,
1989-1999), pp. 165-195in ‘Aroman
torténetiras kihivasai' (The Challenges of
Romanian Historiography), a thematic block
ed. by Constantin lordachi and Balazs
Trencsényi, Replika41-42 (November
2000), pp. 165-265.

Trencsényi, Balazs, ‘The ‘Munchausenian
Moment': Modemity, Liberalism and
Nationalism in the Thought of 2tefan Zeletin’,
in Nation-Building and Contested Identities:
Romanian and Hungarian Case Studies,ed.
by Balazs Trencsényi, Drago® Petrescu,
Cristina Petrescu, Constantin lordachi and
Zoltan Kantor (Budapest/la®i: Regio Books/
Polirom, 2001) pp. 6181.

MARIUS TURDA

Intellectual historian. Ph.D. Candi-
date in Comparative History, Depart-
ment of History, Central European
University, Budapest, Hungary. Born
in Baia Mare, Romania, in 1973. B.A.
Modern History, University of Bucha-
rest, Romania, 1997. M.A. History, Cen-
tral European University, 1998. Re-
search fellowships at Oriel College Ox-
ford 2000-2001, Siidosteuropa
Gesellschaft, Munich, January 2002,
Europa Institut Budapest, February-
April 2002. Recently completed Ph.D.
dissertation on Contesting National
Superiority: Racial Thinking, Social Dar-
winism, and Nationalism in Fin-de-
Siecle Hungary investigates how nation-
alists, sociologists and racial
popularisers and, most importantly, the
texts they produced contributed to the
various dynamics involved in the for-
mation of racial narratives used for de-
vising nationalist theories.

Turda, Marius, ‘Deciding the National Capital —
Budapest, Vienna, Bucharestand
Transylvanian Romanian Culture’, in Kurt W.
Treptow, Traditionand Modemityin
Romanian Culture and Civilization(lasiand
Oxford: Center for Romanian Studies, 2001),
pp.95-114.

Turda, Marius, ‘Transylvania Revisited: Public
Discourse and Historical Representationin
Contemporary Romania’, inNation-Building
and Contested Identities. Romanian and
Hungarian Case Studies(Budapest-lasi:
Regio, Polirom, 2001), pp. 197-206.

Turda, Marius, ‘The Magyars: A Ruling Race.
Some Reflections on the Idea of National
Superiority in Fin-de-Siécle Hungary’,
European Review of History/Revue
européenne d histoire (forthcoming 2002).
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BExpect

The conference

The Balkans: Mapping
Identities (XVIII-XXI
centuries) will address
the roles of
historically — and
socially —defined
spaces and territories
in local forms of self-
identification and their
interrelations in South-
east Europe.

b

THE BALKANS:
Mapping Identities

(XVIIl — XXI centuries)

Sofia, October 18 — 20, 2002

The extent to which one can claim the ex-
istence of a regional identity in this part of the
world is debatable. Simple answers are impos-
sible given the co-existence of, and the rivalry
between, various historically constructed iden-
tity models and images enforced on the region
by powerful outsiders. Southeast European
space was and still is a palimpsest of identity-
projections. For centuries the region has been
subjected to military and ideological, institu-
tional and phantasmagorical mappings, often
with criss-crossing and overlapping borders.

Thence our starting point will be that the
Balkan territory/territories, including national
territories, should not be considered as
ontologically given. Rather, the territories and
their mappings are better seen as dynamic and
changeable cultural constructions, complex
mediators in political and cultural power plays.
However, some of these constructions have
existed for centuries and formed a strong sense
of belonging; they are not simply illusions but
constitutive elements of common memory and

identity.

or more'details and the all for apers
please see www.cas.bg. hene tisuue of the

ewsletter will present all three planed e us
conferences in quarter detail

Centre for Advanced Study in Sofia

Contributions will address
the following topics:

Space, time and the construction of a
sense of belonging;

Roots, graves and ancestors: kinship
and the appropriation of space;

Real maps and imaginary maps — types
of relationship;

Political and non-political mapping of

space; the perspective of the Other;

Conflicts, overlapping, negotiations —

can spatial projections be reconciled?

The concept of territory and borders —
modern and ancient concep-

tualisations;

Space and the play of perspectives (na-
tional, ‘regional’, European, global
etc.);

Verbal maps: ideological functions of
ethnonyms and toponyms;

Metaphors of space, territory, border-
lines, roads, bridges, mountains and
seas. History of space, “Begriffs-
geschichte”, discourse analysis;

Centers and peripheries: do they exist,

how real and how imaginary are they?
The maps of Europe and Europes;

Where does the Orient end? The phe-

nomenon of nesting Orientalism;

Floating spaces, Balkan spaces of
dream and longing, sacred sites, spaces

of nostalgia;

Legendary maps, maps and oral sto-

ries;

What is a region? Types of regions. The
constitution of region between traditions
and institutional borders, real and im-

aginary regional centres;

What is smallness? The agonal imagi-
nation of space and regions;

Mapping the Balkan economic mosaic
— the reference models and their local

transfiguration.

vewsletter




Nursery

The Cross-Border
Summer University
is intended as an
international summer
school in the
Humanities and the
Social Sciences, an
heir to the Summer
University in Plovdiv
(1997-2000).

It is planned as a
unique combination
of a summer school
allowing students

to acquire teaching
experience, and

a concluding
academic

conference.
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Balkan
Cross-border
Summer University

Graduate Summer School

Obijectives

The short-term objective of the Cross Bor-
der Summer Univeristy is to introduce students
to a regional Southeast European perspective
on crucial current problems addressed by the
Humanities and the Social Sciences. With
proper support, it will be able to give postgradu-
ates and young scholars from the region the
opportunity to meet eminent regional, Euro-
pean and American professors and help such
young academics break out of their intellectual
isolation. Crucially, it will provide a forum for
their own research, allowing them to test their
ideas in an international setting. The engen-
dering of a lasting feeling of community be-
tween students and professors beyond the
course itself is yet another important objective.

The long-term objective of the Balkan Cross
Border Summer University is to promote con-
tacts between future intellectual elites and opin-
ion leaders in the region, indeed to contribute
to the formation of a trans-national, trans-
generational and interdisciplinary intellectual
elite.

Concise Description

Each year the Balkan Summer University
will be held under a different pre-set topic.
Ph.D. students working on dissertations and
young faculty dealing with issues related to the
topic will be eligible to participate. The teach-
ing staff will be composed of eminent scholars
and junior teaching assistants, proposed by a
representative governing academic body. Dur-
ing the first half of July each year, the Summer
University will take place in two different coun-
tries. Its first eleven days will be permanently
stationed in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, and will be de-
voted to two kinds of intensive sessions: morn-
ing lectures by established professors and af-
ternoon workshops where students will present

and discuss their Ph.D./individual research. A
short documentary trip to the site where the
second part of the University will take place
will offer all partticipants the opportunity to
observe at first hand two different Balkan cul-
tures. The third week of the Summer Univer-
sity, which will take place in another country
of Southeast or Central Europe, will be de-
voted to an intensive conference for the best
doctoral students and junior scholars among
the participants. It is designed both as a form
of acknowledgment of the best participants in
the University and as a major contribution to
the establishment of an alternative (non-nation-
alist) informed vision about our common cul-
tural heritage.

Innovative Elements

Compared to its predecessor, the new Bal-
kan Cross Border Summer University will in-
clude:

B new partners — regional universities, aca-
demic organisations and centres for ad-
vanced study;

B a new dynamic structure. CBSU will be-
come international — it will consist of two
stages each summer — an initial stage still
located in Plovdiv, and a second stage
hosted by a partner university town in the
region;

B ahigh-level academic conference. The par-
ticipation of prominent scholars, assistant
professors and gifted Ph.D. students will
ensure feedback and recognition for the best
students and intensify scholarly communi-
cation;

B new mechanisms of recruitment of teach-
ing assistants from among ex-students, en-
suring the reproduction of academic staff.
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CAS Zallery

‘The Phantasm,
The Subject
And The Sense’
Seminar

This academic year,
CAS host a seminar on
“The Phantasm, The Sub-
ject And The Sense’, taught
by Dr. Boyan Manchev and
organised within the frame-
work of the International
College of Philosophy
(Collége International de
Philosophie), Paris. The
seminar discusses issues of
the theory of the Subject,
ontology, onto-theology and
community. The Interna-
tional College of Philosophy
is an alternative centre of
modern philosophy, founded
in 1983 by Jacques Derrida
and three other distin-
guished modern thinkers. It
hosts seminars by major
French and European phi-
losophers. The College also
organises events outside
Paris, and Dr. Manchev’s 1s
one of just two such seminars
this year.

Poetry Evenings
at CAS

On the last Thursday
evening of each month since
January, the Centre has
hosted poetry readings by
popular Bulgarian poets.
The audience has been
small (alas, the lounge of the
Centre cannot hold more
than 20-25 people) but en-
thusiastic, composed of aca-
demics, fans and writers.
These cosy evenings, ending
with a glass of wine, are
chaired by Ani Ilkov, one of
the best middle-generation
Bulgarian poets, and a
teacher at Sofia University,
a perfect figure for bridging
the gap between academic
and artistic circles. Indeed,
one aim of CAS has been
to serve as a cultural centre
and to encourage contacts
between its Fellows and in-
teresting local and regional
creative artists.

Editor: Svetlin Stratiev
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Centre for Advanced Study

...and

an Evening

on Balkan Popular
Music

On a very different note,
on 15 July 2001, the
NEXUS Fellows held an
informal discussion of popu-
lar music in the Balkans,
viewing both as scholars and
people the merits or other-
wise of music genres much
vilified by proponents of
‘high culture’: chalga,
manale, turbo-folk, yugo-
rock, arabesque and others -
a bizarre combination of
postmodern mass-market
product and Oriental folk-
lore. The idea came from the
Fellows’ discovery of unex-
pected similarities in such
music throughout the region.
They noted that in such
music the stigma of Balkan
identity (the belonging to the
‘dark, barbarous, frag-
mented Balkans’) 1s turned
head-over-heels into a joyful
countercultural identification
with Balkanness. This mu-
sic is the first public event in
the region that does not em-
phasise clear national differ-
ences but instead casually
fuses, and sports with, Bul-
garian, Serbian, Greek,
Turkish and Roma ele-

ments.

in Sofia

Remembering
Communism

The bulk of the existing

and ongoing work on

memory in Eastern Europe
focuses on memories of re-
pression and human rights
violations, and the subse-
quent juridical and institu-
tional framework to over-
come them, i.e. the coupling
of remembering and retribu-
tion. While these are ex-
tremely important, it would
be interesting to investigate
other facets of the commu-
nist experience. What are
the memories not only of ex-
traordinary situations but
also of everyday life? What
accounts for the phenom-
enon of the so-called
postcommunist nostalgia
and how is it articulated?
What are the links between
individual memories and
shared knowledge, group
perceptions or collective
myths? Maria Todorova’s
ambitious project proposal
‘Remembering Commu-
nism’ addresses precisely
such unexplored questions.
Prof. Todorova (University
of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign), the Centre for
Advanced Study, and an
international group of emi-
nent scholars will launch this
project at a Constitutive

Meeting at CAS in Sofia on
29 June-1 July 2002.
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DRAWER

CO-OPERATION AGREEMENT

between

Ministry of Education and Science

and

Centre for Advanced Study, Sofia

The Ministry of Education and Science, represented by the Minister of Education and Science Dr. Vladimir

Atanasov and the Centre for Advanced Study, represented by the Executive Director Dr. Diana Mishkova, led

by the shared conviction of the crucial role scientific research has to play in the process of higher education

and in supporting leading young intellectuals in the country and the region, agreed on the following:

The Centre for Advanced Study in Sofia shares and
will spread the assumption, expressed in programme of the
Ministry of Education and Science /MES/ about the ne-
cessity of establishing a new alliance between scientific re-
search and teaching and education. Through its academic
activities the Centre will set the objective of introducing new
research methods, techniques and essential scientific results
in major units, academic curricula and modules of Bulgar-
ian Higher Education. In line with the expressed MES pri-
orities, the Centre will aim at integrating talented young
researchers and scientists in international research programs
and projects thus contributing to the involvement of Bulgar-
ian education in topical, contemporary scientific problems
that are valid for the international community and also in-
crease the quality of teaching.

The Ministry of Education and Science and the Centre
for Advanced Study share a vision about the necessity for
regional co-operation between Bulgarian educational insti-
tutions and their Balkan counterparts and will work in as-
sisting joint programs and projects in that area.

The Ministry of Education and Science and the Centre
for Advanced Study share the same position with respect to
the need for co-operation with the network of European cen-

tres for advanced study. The Centre in Sofia will prepare
joint projects within the above-mentioned framework and
will inform regularly the MES of important scientific events
and educational initiatives.

The Ministry of Education and Science will support the
scientific development and institutional sustainability of the
Centre for Advanced Study. The Ministry will inform the
political parties and governmental institutions on the role
and significance of the Centre and will lobby in support of
its academic and institutional programs

The Ministry of Education and Science and the Centre for
Advanced Study will facilitate the preparation and implemen-
tation of joint projects for educational conferences, seminars
and experts’ working meetings on the problems of Bulgarian
Higher Education /particularly the post-doctoral phase, the
role of scientific research in the education process, quality im-
provement, the role of regional integration in the education
process/.

The Ministry of Education and Science and the Centre
for Advanced Study will exchange information on current
national, regional and international academic and educa-
tional events that are of mutual interest.

The Minister will determine the functional units and divisions within the Ministry of Education and Science that

will be responsible for implementing the concrete obligations /that will be specified in annexes/, arising from the

agreement on behalf of the Ministry.

The Co-operation Agreement between CAS and the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences will be published in the

Newsletter’'s next issue.
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CALENDAR OF CAS

14 March / Lecture on ‘Accommodating Religious-Ethnic Difference:
War, Contentions Politics, And Co-existence in Europe’ by Prof. Wayne te Brake,
Purchase College, State University of New York. / 15.00 pm

29 March - 02 April / NEXUS Meeting

11 April / ‘The Phantasm, The Subject And The Sense’ Seminar / 18.00 pm
18 April / Poetry Seminar / 18.00 pm

25 April / ‘The Phantasm, The Subject And The Sense’ Seminar / 18.00 pm

26 - 28 April / CAS Conference
29 April / CAS - IWM Joint Workshop, Understanding Socio-Economic Cultures in Central
and Eastern Europe — Methodological Challenges *

2 May / Lecture on ‘Archives and Memory’ by Dr. Sonia Combe,
Département Archives — Recherche, Bibliotéque de Documentation Internationale
Contemporaine (BDIC) / 17.00 pm
10 — 13 May / NEXUS Meeting
16 May / ‘The Phantasm, The Subject And The Sense’ Seminar / 18.00 pm
30 May / Poetry Seminar / 18.00 pm

29 June - 1 July / Remembering Communism - Constitutive Meeting* / 18.00 pm

* These two projects to witch CAS is a party will be presented in the next issue of our Newsletter



