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St.Gallen, 17. November 2025

Dear Diana,

the members of the Center for Governance and Culture at the University of St. Gallen express their
heartfelt congratulations to the Centre for Advanced Study Sofia on the occasion of its 25th
anniversary. This milestone is a testament to CAS's unwavering commitment to fostering advanced
scholarship and academic cooperation in the humanities and social sciences.

Established in 2000 as an independent, non-profit institution, CAS has, despite severe crises in
Bulgarian scientific institutions and in a highly volatile political environment, consistently promoted
freedom of research, scholarly excellence, and intellectual creativity. Its interdisciplinary and
international orientation has made it a beacon for scholars worldwide and has been instrumental in
contributing to a "brain gain" by attracting both emerging talents and distinguished academics. Since
its founding, CAS has implemented approximately forty international interdisciplinary research
projects, supported around 450 Fellows, and cultivated a vibrant intellectual community. Its lean and
efficient structure has also made the CAS a model for comparable institutions in the Western Balkans.

The Memorandum of Understanding between the Bulgarian Ministry of Education and Science and the
Swiss Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation—first signed in 2018 and renewed in 2024 —
underscores the official commitment of both Bulgaria and Switzerland to recognizing CAS's
achievements as a leading institution for research and intellectual exchange in Bulgaria and Southeast
Europe.

Central to CAS's remarkable journey is your leadership, Diana. With admirable energy, outstanding
academic competence, and visionary strength, you have accomplished truly remarkable things. Since
the centre’s founding, you have served as its Academic Director. With the support of a small team, you
have succeeded, despite all obstacles and uncertainties, in making CAS what it is today —a leading
institution far beyond the regional academic landscape, with an enduring impact on advancing
international research on Southeast Europe and fostering cross-cultural academic dialogue.

From insight to impact.
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We congratulate CAS on its 25th birthday and present to you, as an expression of our appreciation,
15,000 Swiss francs. We look forward to continued collaboration between our institutions.

With warm regards and best wishes for the future,

Olp it

Dirk Lehmkuhl Ulrich Schmid
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Katharina Biegger exander Meienberger

From insight to impact.
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